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THE CONVICT, 

OB, 

NAVY LIEUTENANT. 



CHAPTER I. 

v 



" Feeling does not stay to calculate with weights, and 
balance thc importance and magnitude of cveiy 
object that excites it : — it flows impetuous from the 
heart, without Consulting thc cooler responses of thc 
understanding." 

JVAr. Henry Thompson was the third son 
of a country curate, and had been placed 
in the navy at eleven years of age, to make 
his wiay progressively in his profession, 
without the smallest hope of assistance 
from interest or fortune. 
vol. i. B At 
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At the age of two-and-twenty, having 
gone through all the usual gradations in the 
Service, he had the supreme delight ofbeing 
honoured with a lieütenant's commissiop, 
as a reward for his bravery. in a distin- 
guished action, vvhich could not be over- 
looked, though eleven years Service had 
been little regarded. 

With honest pride and secret exultation 
he was ready to join his ship immediately, 
which lay at Portsmouth, under sailing 
Orders for the East-Indies. He had taken 
his place on the outside of the coach for 
Sunday evening, having resolved to call in 
the morning on an old mess-mate, formerly 
a surgeon's mate when he was a young 
midshipman, but who fortunately ineeting 
with a widow who had some money, and a 
snug little shop, he had wisely retired from 
the dangers of the sea, and with small 
hopes of making any figure in the medical 
line, instead of being a vender of drugs, he 
was contented to Station himself befind the 

counter 



NAVY LIEUTENANT. 3 % 

counter as the master of a sn uff and tobacco 
warehouse, the name of shop being sunk 
immediately on his marriage, into the 
former more dignified appellation. 

Our lieutenant, little versed in the fash- 
ionable mode of overlooking an old ac- 
quaintance when riches or preferment ex- 
. alts a man into consequence with himself 
and the world, cheerfully exclaimed, as he 
viewed his figure in the glass, armed at all 
points in his spick and span new suit of 
uniform , — 

" Dash my buttons! how little Sam 
Barton will crow to see me in this coat ! — 
He was an honest hearted fellow, and wished 
me well, and though they called him a 
land-lubber, for deserting his post and 
selling quids of tobacco, yet I can re- 
member he was very kind to me, and there- 
fore ril walk this mörning and beat up his 
quarters. " v 

One small difficulty occurred, indeed, he 
did not kncw the house; but it was in 

B2 Clerkenwell 
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Clerkenwell parish, and he supposed any 
gne round the neighbourhood would know 
Ihtle Sam Barton's snufF shop, and though 
it was^above four years since Sam had 
married, and, the quondam messmates had 
seen each other, he was very sure he should 
know bis old friend the moment he cast 
eyes on him. 

In füll confidence, and in great spirits, 
our hero sallied forth, s ( trutt$d upl^udgate- 
Hil), and propeeded alpng the Old-Bfliley 
on his search through Clerkenwell parish; 
when, most förtunately, beforfe he had 
reached the cqraer of the strebt, he saw a 
man hastily advancitfg towards him, who, 
in spite of time and, the ajteration in figure 
and dress, he aetually recoguized as his 

ship-mate, Sam. 

His figure and new uniform had also at- 
tracted the. eye of Mr. Barton, who was 
eantestly looking at him, as the lieutenant 
mafle a quick st,ep or tvvo and seized his 
handj— r" What cheer, n*y lad ?— Honest 
; San?, 
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Satn. I rejoice to See tbee,— why I was 
cruising <vith all speed to shake hands with 
an old acquaintftnce beforfc I join ship." 

By this time Mr. Barton had perfectly 
recöllected him, cordiaHy shook hands, and 
expressed high satisfaction at hispromötion. 

• — « I will turn back/* saidhfc, " for I hope 
you meao to dine with me; and I take h 
very kmdly that you # have not forgot an old 
mess-mate." 

" You never kttew ttief a «hark in your 
*4ife, S*m.— I shali ditte tvfth ybü to be 
sure, as I wättt tö kitofr yont- good Wofatett, 
iJehö has giv£n you such ä snug birth ; for 
to say truth, your's was a cursed ugly 
painfbl sort of an employment on board, 
and must have cost you some heart achs 

• when you had to lop off the limbs of pöor 
honest hearted fellows, and turn them 
adrift knie for life.-— Bttt thät's'nöt here ör 
there now.-^-Where are you bound to, — 
can I go with yöu ? for it $ignifie3 nothing 
to go back, if you have -a cruise in view." 

B3 «J 
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" I was a going," rejoined Barton, " to 
the chapel here, in the Old-Bailey, Xo hear 
vvhat I am sure will be an excellent and an 
affecting sermon, addressed to the unhappy 
condemned felons who are to' be executed 
to-morrow." 

The lleutenant paused for a moment,' 
then taking the arm of his friend, he said 
abruptly, — " I'll go with you. — Poor 
souls ! — 1*11 go with you; I am commanding 
officer now of my time and my actions, 
and so VW accompany you, for I like a* 
good sermon as well as any man/' 

They accördingly repaired to the chapel, 
where they heard a most affecting discourse, 
from a worthy man, suitable to the occa- 
sion, and addressed particularly to the 
wretched beings before him.—- Nor was his . 
pious exhortations without ^ffect, the far 
greater part of the congregation were in 
tears, and among them our hero, whose 
heart was filled with the milk of human 
kindness, and whose eyes had been alter- 

nately 
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nately directed to the preacher, and the 
unhappy, melancholy, and mapy almost 
naked condemned criminals, vvhose looks 
bespoke their internal anguish. 

He could not suppress the sigh, and 
sympathetic drop that feil on his manly 
cheek, *nd when the Service was over, 
paced into the yard with a slow and me- 
lancholy step. 

Presently a sort of buz round him, and 
the words,— Ci Make way for her/' caused 
him to stop and tum round, when he be- 
held a very decent dressed female, whose 
air, %ure, and couatenance commanded 
attention, and whose deepened distress and 
anguished haste spoke superior wretched- 
ness, hastily piercing through the crowd, 
throwing a wild look on every side, and in 
a voice that caused universal terror, she 
shrieked violently, and then exclaimed,— 
" Where, oh 1 where is my child ?" 

Not a single being in the place, but what ^ 

halted* and seemed to feel for the unhappy 

B4 mother. 



4 



d TMBCONTICT; OK, 

mother.-— In the same moment a woinati 
advanced with a s female iftfapt, cleanly 
dressed and apparently about two yearB old, 
which she delivered into the arms of the 
poor sufferer without speaking a Single 
word.— The child flting its arm« round her 
neck, and hid its little face in her bosom. 

No language can describe the wild ago- 
nizing look of its miserable mother as she 
pressed it to her breast, and kissed it with 
that extreme tenderness and passion, as if 
she would dwell on its lips for ever. To 
that ecstasy succeeded another equally vio- 
lent and affecting^— she burst into the bit- 
terest agonies ef tears and exclamations. 

" Is this, is this the last time ? shall I 
never, never kiss those lips again, never see 
thee more? — Oh, God! oh, God! what 
have I done — what haß the cruelty and 
perfidy of man brought lipon me! — Oh, 
my child ! my child ! disclaimed, deserted ! 
— Wretched, unhaf)py wretch ! what mi- 
sery hast thou brought upon this poor in- 

nocent!— - 



<o 



#XVt ttßtitttf AKT. g 

nocent!— *Who will siäVe thee from want 
and ä miserable death ? V . 

" I, I wittr exclaimed - our lieutenant, 
catchingithe child from het artns, as the 
agonized woman sank oh thd grouud, over- 
come.by tfie vjolence o{ her feelings, " I 
will säve and protect your child, so help 
me God! — -Look up, my poor sufferer, I 
willbe a father to this babe, whilst I have 
a Shilling iir my pocket." 

Siir,prise, joy, and a thöusand nameless 
sensations darted froni her eyes, as she 
feebly raised her head. She caught his 
band and passionately kissed it,— • " You 
have humanity," said she, " all men are 
not villains. — Father of Mercy!" clasping 
her hands* to Heaverr, " bless, bless' my 
child, and her protector!" N She put her 
hand in her pocket and drevv oüt a roll of 
paper,— r" Take this, pity, forgive a mi- 
serable being, and save, save my poor babe!" 

Again she wildly sfoatched it to her arms, 
and pressed it to her bosom; when no 

B 5 longer 
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longer able to support the terrible agonies 
of nature, she was seized, with strong con- 
vulsions, and the shrieking infant feil from 
her eager grasp. 

Not a soul present but what feit for this 
most unhappy mother ; many of the felons, 
who seemed dead to the horrors of their 
own fate, sent forth sighs and tears at this 
affecting scene. — The keepers behaved 
with tenderness and humanity; our lieu- 
tenant, who had stood the brunt of many 
a well fought engagement without shrink- 
ing, was now overcome, and whilst with 
trembling arms he regained the fallen child, 
large drops feil on its face as he hugged it 

to his breast. 

The convulsions gaining strength on the 
vveakened frame of the unhappy sufferer, 
it was supposed they were her last agpnies, 
and she was carried off to receive what 
help could be ofFered, thongh with a con- 
viction to every one, that all human aid 
would be in yain. 

' ' The 
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The örowd instantly dispersed, except a. 
few, who Struck by the humanity of our 
hero, resolved to % watch where he went with 
his little unfortunate protegee. 

" Ah, God bless the sailors ! " cried an 
aged man, " they fight like lions for their 
king and country, but they have hearts 
like lambs to relieve distress and pnisery. — 
God 'bless you, young master* may you 
never know sorrow, and may that poor 
babe live to love and serve you." 

The lieutenant turned, his heart dilated 
with pleasure, he put half a crown into the 
man's hand, nodded his head, and pushed 
through the crowd with his prize, followed 
by Barton, who had not spoken a single 
word tili then. — " Why we shall have a 
mob at our heels," said he, " we had best 
take a coach." 

No sooner säid than done, a coach was 
hailed, and ordered to drive fast to Red- 
Lion-Street, Clerkenvvell. By this means 
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• they escaped tbe crowd, and peaceably ar- 
rived at their destined port. 

" Well, Thompson," said Barton, " you 
have made a hasty purchase; what the 
plague do yöu mean to do with the child ? 
how can you affbrd to maintain it?** 

st By knocking off some of my expences, 
and living frugal," answered Thompson. 
"Why, man, I have five Shillings a day now, 
less than half served me before; and I shaH 
never repent saving a Shilling from myself, 
to support this pöor orphan. I teil you 
what, Sam, I would rather face a three- 
decker, and have the balls whizzing about 
my ears, than ever behöld such another 
scene aö that unhappy woman went through. 
The Lord will have mercy upon her, — 
whatever may be her sins, great are her 
sufferings; and may eternal goodnessgrant 
her a safe birth in Heaven, and bless me, 
as 1 will protect her child." 

Barton was silenced; he was not devoid 
of good nature or humanity, but he had 

acquired 
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acquired some tvorldly knowledge in the 
four years he had been married, and kept a 
tobacco warehoase. He knew the value 

« 

of money, and how inadequate five shil- 
lings a day was to support the character of 
a gentleman and a king's officer ;— «-their 
uniforms, their mess, their unavöidable ex- 
pences, and the common chance of being 
sent on expensive stätions, where their 
daily pittance was insüfficient to procure 
their daily subsistence. 

"Ah, pöor Thompson !" thought he/ 
c * being made a Iieutenant he fancies he 
has found a gold rtilne, Lord help htm! 
with such a soft heart, he'lt sdon be dished, 
and the poor child will be turned adrift in 
spite cf hinrsdf, when he gets in debt, and 
perhaps ptrtunder the hatches. — "Tis all 
sqnshine wtth him how, bat he wfli sooh 
see tfie cloiftife iowef, and have a storm 
ötertake hfrtn fcteförfc ; he : W *foare of ft. H 

: Whilst Öartön was thtfe mentalty SüTilb [ - 
quizing, the self-approving mind of ftfc 

companion 
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com pari ion was no less earnestly engaged 
in devising vvays and means for the pro- 
tection of his adopted child. 

The forcible impulse of humanity which 
had dictated, " I, I will save and protect 
your child," and the consequent grateful 
agonies of its wretched mother, had ren- 
dered him insensible tö the person who 
brought the child; and whether she had 
voluntarily disappeared among the crowd, 
or in her care for the poor criminal had 
been equally unobservant of him, he could 
not decide, but he now regretted that he 
had not noticed her, and that he was even 
unacquainted with the name of his little 
Charge. 

In this taciturn way, the coach stopped 
at Barton 's door, before they had recovered 
speech ; and with the child in hisarms, the 
lieutenant was introdüced to, the senUßr 
woman of the hoqse» as "an old frierid and 
mess-mate, who kindly came to take the 
luck of the pot." 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Barton received him civilly, but 
with a look of surprise at his protegee, who, 
though perfectly clean, was not in habili- 
ments correspondent with the handsome 
new suit of uniform of its supposed father ; 
and that in such a dress he should carry 
his child, seemed, " to her thinking^' not 
much like a gentleman. 

" Well, Mary/' said her husband, " can 
little Sali take the babe from my friend, for 
I think his arms may ache by this time?" 

" She is getting the dinner," aqswered 
she coldly, " but the child looks as if it 
could walk.—- Can't it walk, Sir?" 

" Indeed I don't know/* replied Thomp- 
son, " whether it can stand or not, but weMl 
see."— He made an effort to place it on the - 
ground, the little girl screamed and clung 
round his neck. 

" Strange," observed Barton, " that the 
poor thing has taken such a fancy to you 
already ;— but p perhaps ^ piepe of bread 
and butter may tempt it, for I dare say it 

. can 
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can stand/'— He cafled Sali to bring the 
tempting bit, wfrile Mfs. Barton, with a . 
look öf astonishment, seem^d rootfed to the 
spot. . . 

Thpmpsort was caressing the child to" % . 
restore its quietude, and Barton was deli- • 
berating how to break the business to his 
wife, who was not the tnost peaceable of 
women, nor at all fond of children, pos- 
sibly from being no mother by either of her 
husbands.* 

He khew also her civ4lity was propor- 
tiöned to her interest, and confined solely 
to those who " paid their way in a regulär 
manner. ° arid however the new uniform 
and rank of his friend might procure htm a 
welcome, he much doubted whether itv 
would be extended to his_ protegee, under 
its disastrpus circumstances. . 

Before her surprise and quriosity had 
föiind yfords to ask questions, the bread and 
Dutter was bfoüght in, arid Barton asking 
the child to corhe and take it, she readily 

suffered 
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suffered herseif to be put down, and 
Walking witfr tolerable steadmess to him, 
toek the piece offered her, andthen look- 
ing all round pronouhced the word-— 
v Mamma." 

That word electrified the Lieutenant,— 
" Poor dear lamb !" exclaimed he, i€ where 
shall I find a tnamma for you ?" 

« What tuen," asked Mrs. Barton, " has 
the little creature lost hs mamma ?" 

94 öh, yes, for ever !" rejoined he. " Bar- 
ton, What is to be done?— I must leave 
town thifs night, it is impossible for me to 
take it with me, thongh I shall grieve to 
leave it ;— but if your good wife can re- 
commend any wotnan to take care of it, I 
will leav6 an order with you on my agent 
for its support." 

Mrs. Barton was never deaf, when any 
tmng Uke profit was sounded in her ears ; 
she supposed the lieutenant's wife was dead, 
he just come from sea, and at a loss how to 
provide for this child.— It would be n 
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great trouble, Sali had time enough on her 
hands lo look after it, and she might as 
well make ä trifle of money thisway asaay 
other. — These, ideas passed rapidly through 
her brain, and while Barton was studying for 
an answer, she enquired how much Mr. 
Thompson would allow for its support ? 

" Whatever is customary or you tbink 
right," anawered he, eagerly. ■ 

" Wliy, to be sure, it cannot be less 
than thirtj Shillings a month," returoed 
she; " lf you will ensure tbat, I don't much 
care if I take the dear littie lamb myself ." 

"Will you, mydear goodwoman," ex- 
claimed he, shaking her band heartily, 
" thenl shalVbehappy. Yes, I willordermy 
agent to pay you thirty Shillings monthly, 
with a thousand thanks; — -and I have be- 
sides, about seventy pounds prize money in 
bis hands, and if I die that shall be secured 
for the child, and you, Sam, must be its 
- trustee." 

"Hold, 



r 
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" Hold, hold/* cried Barton, a Utile con- 
science stricken that his generous mess- 
xnate sbould thus straiten himself by, what 
he thought, too great an allowance; "I 
shall not consent to your paying thirty 
Shillings a month, one guinea is ßufficient 
tili you have a command, and tken you 
shall make an addition." 

" Pray, Mr. Bartqn/* cried his belp- 
mate, " don*t you go for to make the gen- 
tleman appear shabby, when he is ready to 
pay that money, whicfr I am sure isn't a 
six-pence too mach for the child's keep ; 
and let me teil you, you have no business 
in the world to talk when I gave you a 
good house, a shop in füll trade, and all for 
nothing, for you knows ycfu had not fifty 
pounds in . the world then, and so I must 
teil you M . ' 

"No, don't,«— don't saya word more," 
rejoined Thompson, " since I am resolved 
to pay what you first asked, arid thank 
too ; and every kindness you shew the c 
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I shall not be behind hand to ackhowledge 
in a proper way.— 'fhe pöot thing will want 
cloaths, so 1 must give you an order too för 
money to rig it out decently, how much 
willdo?» 

Barton was göirtg to speak, his »wife 
rtopped him,— " You knöw notbing about 
them there things, so hold your tongue.— - 
Why I danes tö say it wiH fcake a matter of 
six pounds to cloath it decently.'* 

" Well, well, TH give you an order fot 
ten, that it may not want cloathing before 
I come again." 

rc Depend upoh it, Sir, I will regard it 
fcs if it were tny own ;-^and now, pray Whät 

... i 

am I to call it, what is its name, pretty 
creature?" 

Poor Thompson was Struck & la morte, 
he had never once thought of a name ;— - 
before he could reply, littte Sali came to 
ask if she should tiake up dintier, ahd Mrs. 

rtort went imrtiediately to the kitchen. 
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On her, quittipg the room, Bar ton, 
putting his hand on the lieutenant's Shoul- 
der, said,-—" You must see 9 that my €€ snug 
^irth" is sometimes subject to a few storms; 
my wife is a little proud of her " shop ia 
füll trade," nevertheless she is not bad 
tempered upon the whole, and I will take 
care the poor child sball be well looked 
after, for if she is nqt kind to it, I will place 
it some whers eise, sp, make yqurself easy 
on that score. — But dorrt say how you 
c$!7ie by the child, it might rpak? her shy 
to it* givß it. your own name *$; a relation, 
leave me to make out the story." 

v Aye, do f do," cned Thompspn, " for T 
anriia bad hfl ndat such things, and supppse 
\y^ c^ll her Francis, it was xny own gopd 
mother's name." 

" Ve?y well; tbpught öf," retprned Bar- 
ton, " Eranq^s Thompson .•— Littlei Fanny,*' 
added he, kissing the child, who wasplaying 
i#4& a small terrier dog* and seemed -per- 
fpqtly : easy and at hörne. 
. « Mrs. 
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Mrs. Barton presently returned, pre- 
ceding her roast leg oF mutton; her coun- 
tenance cleared up, a smile of kindness 
played on her Face, and the very tone oF 
her voice was changed From a sulky cold* 
ness to the soothing one oF attentive civility. 

The sweet babe must be seated by her — 
it should call her mamma-*-yes, and were 
she to have fifty children this should *be 
considdred as her eldest ; — but, dear me, 
what was its name ? 

" Fanny Thompson," answered Barton, 
" she is a niece oF my Friend's, aad häs lost 
both her parents." 

" Lord, how shocking!— -Well, luckily 
for her she has a good uncle, a gentlerftäft 
every inch oF him, that she was sure oF, 
and little Fanny would have kind parents 
in them now.- — But you are sure, Mr. 
Thompson, your agent will pay thb 
money ?" 

" Yes, quite sure," replled Thotopsoti, 
" howsoever 111 write a bit oF a line to 

him, 
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him, as well as giving Sam the order. — 
Ten pounds to be paid to-morrow, and 
thirty Shillings a month, that's the bargain 
I believe. He has seventy pounds in stock, 
and will reeeive my pay ; aud may I never 
get a snug birth above there, if I desert 
the little one, or wrong you." 

Barton, who % well knew the principles of 
his quondam mess-mate, heartily shook his 
hand, — " My dear Harry, your word's as 
good as your bond, and whilst I live poor 
little Fanny shan't want a friend." 

" Thaok ye, thank ye," rejoined the 
lieutenant; anef heaving a deep sigh, — 
" Ah, Barton, the poor motber ! " The 
tear glistened in his eye. 

" Yes," returned San», hastily, giving 
him a wink, which the other instantly un- 
derstood, " yes, 'tis a great loss to be sure; 
but death is a debt we must all pay, whe- 
ther at sea or on shore, so don't talk any 

more that way." 

Thompson 
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Thompson took the hint, and wassilent; 
while Mts. Bartton, wonderfully courteous, 
produced some hollands, to drink health 
and success to the good gentleman, and a 
blessing on little Eanny. 

The hour ärrived for our hero's depar- 
tnre; his baggagej he said, was already 
safely stowed in the hold of the coach. 
He took little Fanny in his arms, the teärs 
dropped on his cheek as he kissed and 
blessed her. The little creature threw her 
arms round his neck, and clung fast to 
hifti, as Mrs. Karton attempted to take her. 
— ." Fretty soul," said she; " see, it knotf s 
its uncle,— ^aye, aye, blood will shew itself, 
one may always teil by a child's fondness 
who ar£ ite relations;— but nevär mmd, 
Sin, sbe'will soon be as fond of me, who 
doat on» ohildren." 

With diffioölty Thompson tore himself 
fronvthe^ cfe»W> who cried violently as he 
ran out % qf the house. — " Öh! Sam," ex- 
ckipiedhe, " my heart aches for this poor 

little 
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little one, — do let us call and enqutre aßer 
its miserable mother." ' ' f: "' - 

To this Barton agreed; and öh the en- 
quiry being made, they were told she Was 
in raving fit«, and the doctor did not ex- 
pect she would fiold out the night. 

" What was her crime? and whather 
namer" asked the lieutenant. • • 

" Why she broke kito a house artd* 
fired at a gentleman, and though she did 
not kill him Qutright, she wounded hüri' 
very sQrely, and vow^d «he wduld rhürder 
him; and so the asäaült, Sir, and the in- 
tfcnt; to kill, is. one and the sanhc thmg'as' 
if he had died on the spot. As to her 
namet, they' say me 1 wäs'a gentlewomän 
borä, aftd #* broüght lieft? by the nätrfe 
öf T^^peon." ' >*'•'• * ^ ~> f "^ 

! Ttt&tfeiii§tiBnt was Struck <wut#— <Satn 
stätt<\p±-l'f Ä¥eU, ctevil tateft nve,v said he, 
" if '4tofe> ti^#isbm# foow the toöSt curfons 
thitbg & ( tÄtf tförid ; t>>hkt 64y you> Harry V& 

.i r » * 



" Owne along," answered Thompson, 
" bear a hand, I have no time to lose ;— 
and so you think the poor woman will die?'* 

" Yes, yes," answered the man, *' thqre's 
npfearoftkati- — if she dies to-night shs'U 
cheat the hangman, otherwise she is sure 
to SWiing for it to-qrjorrow." 

Thompson pulied the arm of h|s friend, 
Bfid they we#t on several yards without 
speaking. At length exclaimed Barton, — 
" Why, friend Harry, isn't it a comical 
thing that the girlYname be Thompson? 
I shoqlcj not wonder if it had been 
christened Fanny too.— Why don't you 
speak, man?" 

"Why, I be dumbfounded," repKed 
TbonftpWüi, ' f to , hear of that poor crea- 
ture's sad case; and to be called Thompson 
too, why who would have' thought the little 
one had a right to the name?-~?Yl\ teil you 
what, Sam, there's a good Providern^ as 

father used to say, above there* who guidea 
us all through the storms of life ; and never 

doubt 
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doubt bot bis faänd seot me to that nie- 
lancholy place to aave my poor Httle naipe-» 
sake." 

" Aye, thanks to me though ; if you 
hadn't met me, you know, you would never 
have gone into Newgate." 

c * Mayhap not, bot still it was the work 
of Providence that we should meel; and 
so I plainly perceive, d'ye gee, that it is my 
«Uity to be a father to the chitd, thougfa 
not lawfully mine. God forgive the poor. 
wem an, and the poor babe shall never want 
a friend while Harry Thompson lives; att 
I can get, ov save, shall be ber's, — here'a 
my band upon that, messmtate. To you 
and your wtfe I leave her tili we meet 
again." . 

■ Au acquaiwtanfee of Bar ton'* now jamed 
them, and they had oo further Konversation 
ttntil they arrifed at the *imi, where the 
lieutenant had bespoke a bed to sleep a few 
hoörs«-^' The coach goes off very early 
ih the vpottomg" s#d he, "and as I am 

C 2 not 
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not ufced to the motion of these ioere land 
frigates, I rockon that I shall be heartily 
tired of their jöstling, so may as well have 
a little rcst beforehand. I have taken my 
place aloft, however, because I like fo isee 
good sea room, and which way we ateeri 
our course ; not to be crammed into *he 
hold of such cock boats, where there is no 
breathing room, ^nd only port holes; to 
'make one's escape if we should chance to* 
founder." ; ; 

: . Barton approved 'öf-. his foresight ; and 
*iow heartily .shaking hands with his quon-p 
dam messmate, Tlioihpson gave him afer- 
vent benedictiony with his kind; love to 
good Mts. Barton v and commended poor 
Fanny to their Joint protection, as the 
child öf Providern^ tili it pleäsed God to 
bring him back ohce more to his native 
land, .when^shie should b&the child ofi hi& 

Honest, Sam,^yhQse heart beat m unison 
with his young friend's> wag much affedted 

at 
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at parting, and slowly returned to his no- 
table spouse; whose assumed good hu- 
mour had not held out long after Thomp- 
son left the house, — for little Fanny was 
not easily pacified, crying continually for 
mamma. Mrs. Barton, though very fond 
of money, was not at all fond of child ren, 
— " The squalling brat 'made her head 
acbe; and how was she to mind shop with 
a child bawling about her? 1 * 

Little Sali, with more good nature, at 
length coaxed the little thing quiet, and 
conveyed her to her own bed. 

By the time Barton made his appear- 
ance the child was asleep; and his wife 
sat counting her gains out of the ten pounds 
given to her to clothe her charge. 

" Well, Mary/* said he, " I have seen 
my friend fairly off; he' s as good a fellow as 
ever stept between stem and stern,-r-many 
a hard gale have we weathered together, 
and I rejoice heartily that he's prpmoted at 
last.— Where's the child ?" 

C3 "Why 
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Why gone te sleep to be sure, and 
plague enough I had to stop its bawling, 
bot Sali coaxed it off at last, after much 
ado." 

€€ Well, my dear," rejoined Bar ton, " as' 
d'ye See Providence has given us none of 
our own, this is a God-send, and we nrnst 
love and cherish it, like as if it be our own, 
eeetng too that you'll be well paid for its 
keep, poor thing." 

" As to that, Mr. Barton, I desires as 
foow yon wont trouble your head about 
any such thing; I have got to keep it apoM 
ti poor pktance «enough, and I wonder 
yon wasn't ashamed for to go for to signi- 
ficate that thirty Shillings a month was too 
much. — Too wiuch indeed ! I ought to 
have axed two guineas, only I was a mind 
lo be charitabk to the uncle, as it was no 
child of his own." 

" Well, well, my dear," replied Sam, 
" I kww yöu will be kind and charitable 

to 
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% to it; and the first thing wiM %e to get 
dothea for the poor Itttle one." 

" Therer again! yoa muöt be jDutting in * 
yoar öar, as if l dont know^vbat's first to 
be done. I shall deaire you'H tfrind shop to- 
mprrow, while I goes ahd getfc the money, 
and buys a few things for it. <-~I must be 
irery aconotftist to manage thfc toonfcy, t 
<&n teil you that, fot all yoür sinuations ab 
if he allowed too nwich indeed." 

Sam was too weH aequainted with the 
teloquence of his lady, to provöfcfc any für- 
tbfcr wordson the sufeject; and<tej)ended 
-ifcore üpdn little SaU's good*¥iab*re, than 
his wife's kimhfess, for good treatment of 
thechiM. He, höwever, wai deterinined 
to consider it aS bis own, nor by any means 
to türöp the least intimatioti of having 
known tyore of the child thäh wftat had 
been communicated to her. 

All he dreaded was, that th* singularity 
t)f the lieutenant's hamanity in such k 
public place, should be talked of, and reach 

C4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Barton's ears; he tfcerefore carefully 
concealed bis being at the chapel, and de- 
termined to make no furtber enquiries re- 
lative to the unhappy woman, Jest he 
should be noticed as concerned in the 
transaction in the prison yard. - 

The following day Mrs. Barton sallied 
forth on hfr double errand ; and to prove 
her " aconomy," she bought one suit of 
necessaries for the little girl, as " she could 
turn some öf her old things to make up for 
proper changes." She therefore laid out 
the sum of seventeen Shillings and sixpence 
for Fanny, and bought herseif a newgöwn, 
' " in the room of an old one she should cut 
up for the child." She returned in good 
humour, and found Barton and his young 
Charge playingtogether with great harmony. 

He had in the mean time seen a person 
in the shop who had been attending the 
executions; and carelessly asking how 
jnany had spflfered, the man answered, — 
k " Only threp wicked rogues; there was to 

» have 
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havebeen a woman hung,but she wentoutof 
her mind yesterday, and they say is dying in 
her bed, so they could not hang her to-day" 
Barton enquired na further ; and pleased 
to see his wife come back in good humoür, 
and with having by kind promises to Sali, 
engaged her to take care and be tender of 
little Fanny, he was determinedlto preserve 
the peace, by a perfect approbation qf Mrs. 
Bartoh's management, withoüt presuming 
to ask any questions relative to moqey 
matters. This forbearance was properly 
appreciated by the good lady, as a tacit ac~ 
JuKrtvledgfrent ofihör superior wisdom in 
Q& aeerfämy jnattaft/:.- In this peaceable 
way we shall leave, Mr. arid Mrs. Barton 
to take care of their shop, and their little 
charge, aud lookafterour humanelieutenant; 
whose heatt expanded wkh his good fortune; 
And «ho oonsidered every child öf sorrow, or . 
shiprmßte injeüStress, entitled to fchare in bis 
little prppjerty, which In his estinsation was 
L a njia$ of l^smrje.v . ^ 

C 5 < CHARTER 
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CHAPTER II. 



u To what dclightful sensations does he awake, whose 
first reflections are on the good action he performed 
Äedäybefore!" 



Mi 



R. Thompson had not long beert 
seatedon the top of the coach, before he 
perceived that his next neighbour was either 
very i\\, or in great trouble, by several dee|> 
eighs which seemed reluctantly to fbrce 
thcir way from an overcharged bosom. 

His heart beat responsire to the sound, it 
was too dark to distinguish faces, nor did he 
recoilect to have observed, on his getting 
up, whether it was male or female next to 

him, 
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hiäi, äor Was that a consideration ; he 
chewed his quid fcome time itt silence, tili a 
sudden violent jolt öf the coach drew förth 
& faint shriek fröm a femate voice, and 
thrett her in contafct with the lieütenant'ä 
Shoulder. 

<c Avast ! ,f cried he, " takfe carte how yövi 
steet-, or wie may roll ovet, d'yö see;— be- 
sides, here seems to be one alongsidÜ Aöl 
able to stem the upsdtting.-^Take cöorage^ 
my good lass, leah ägainst tne and Wfclcötoe] 
we shall soon come into some port, and yed 
shall have a göbd swill öf grog to theer 
yourheärt." ^ 

" You are very kind, good Str," attsweted 
a feebfe Vbifce; " I am indeed büf little alble 
to heaf the rapid motion of the carriage^ 
ftiuch less those sudden shakes, but I shall 
be better by and by." 

'Schöpfe to, I hopfc $ö," rejoined ' the 
Rteütenaht, u vtf fe shall get into smooth wate? 
prtsehtly, whett we äre off the Stottes." 



i 
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Np answer was returned, and a dead 
sjlence ensued until they came to their 
fir$t stage for changing horses. 

Thompson, on the appearaneeofaf light, 
turned to look at his neighbour, and be- 
held the pale skeleton of a young woman, 
jyhp seemed sinking fast into the grave, 
aiwf _scarc& able to sit upright. — " Odd's 
jp ; y [life, ppor soul," said he, "you seem 
to wantballast: it Vvill never do tosteer this 

. i ! . * 

cqurse;— Why didn't you heave into the 

Sabin?" 

• " Because, because," replied she tre- 

xnulously, " it was not convenient,—- I have 

more air here." 

" Y^Sji yes, but a few such squalls as we 
had sorpe time ago, may turn you over-, 
t>oard:; — ypu are not steady enough, my 
good lass, to keep your course here." 
fcj He then called for some grqg and bis- 
cuits, and jumped off to look in, at the 
window of the coach ; — " Aye> aye, here's 
$lenty of room, here, you steersman, opeh 

the 
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the coach door, and let us help that poor 
young woman mto this birth." 

" Why I have no , objectjon, master," 
answered the coachman,r'>' but you knows* 
outside and insidep^ss^ng^rs are differerit 
things, — who's to pay Üje difFerence of the 
fare?" 

Why Iwill" cried Thompson. 
No, no," exclaimed the invalid, "no, 
1 entreat you, Sir, I am very well here, in- 
deed I am, I will not go kiside, — pray 
leave nie as Iam." 

" Look yee, young woman," returned 
, % the lieutenant, u you are upon a slippery 
fore-castle, you may be over-styip in the 
dark, and founder before help comes to 
ye. So no more words, my conscience 
won't let me see you <in danger, nor I 
shaVt sit easy with you at my stern ; so, do, 
xn^rood soul, let me put you safe under 
haünes, out of the way of squalls an4 foul 
weather." 

The 
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The poor young woman saw it Was ifri 
vain to contend with hfer humane neigh- 
bour, and howevet repülsive to her ffeelings 
to accept of the Obligation, she Was as little 
calculated to Support the fatigue of her 
Situation, as unable to pay the additionäl 
expence. She therefqre, with tears drop- 
ping on her cheeks, silently pertnitted her- 
seif to be placed in the coach,-Hior did she 
reject a biscuit, though she declined th6 
grog. 

" Mayhap," said he, " ä gill of warm 
Utrine will do you more gobd," land without 
Waiting a reply, ht dashed off and presently 
rttümed With it, entreätlng her to drink it. 
Not to disappoint hilft, she fcipped a small 
quäntity änd pressing his harid, said,-^- 
"Godblessyöu!" 

- The manner and the worda shot through 
the heärt of the poör lieütenant; bist a 
fernftmons frotfc the coafchmän tö rfcsutne 
his place, cut short all further conversation, 
and he jumped up to his birth, after tossing 

ofF 
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äff his glass of grog, which he föund very 
necessary to recruit his spiritt. 

When they stopped ät thie inii, to dihe, 
Thompson handed out his sick friend, with 
equal respect and tefiderness; nor did he 
fieglect oflfering his hand tö threeother fe- 
tnales in the coach, orte of tyhich only ac* 
cepted it, the other two threW up theit 
heads and coldly declined his assistance. 

Thompson was not a fnan öf Observation, 
he knew nothing of the Worid, or of the 
öectet Springs of the human heart; he had 
no idea that he could have given offene* 
by shewng humanity tö ä fellöw öreätüre> 
or committed an ünpardonable insult, by 
*' stowiiig a sick outsiefe passenger into th£ 
cabto." 

He gave his arm to the young woman, 
attd convioyötMlir fcito a good röom, whete 
she<i*£as scarcely seated, before, to his £reat 
dismay, 6he famted* and he fcudly vöci- 
ferated for assistance. 

By 
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By the endeaydtrs of the landlady, and 
the smelling-bottle of the lady who -had 
deigned to % accept of Thoifcpson's ofFered 
hand/ the poor invalid soon recovered, arid 
he Jeft her to their care, " while he exa~ 
mined into the state of the locker." — A 
fine piece of roast beef and a gibleUpie 
were just going smoaking hot to the table ; 
but though the scent was perfectly agreeable 
to him, he had consideration enough to 
think it might be too powerful for a, sick 
ßtomach, he therefore asked if they h#d 
any new l^d eggs, with a tart o;r two, fqr 
the poor young wofnan ip theother rööii*.? 

" Yes/ Sir," repüed the landlady,. " we 
cap give her a coupleof §ggs /and aopioe 
custard, in a trice; — but — a — as these 
thipgs are not provided for the coach pas- 
sengers, we shall expect tfoetn to be paid 
extra for,"- .- • • j > r 

" v ery well^V r^tyrned .hej " carry tfieii» 
in, and / will pay for tbfiR." r * 
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He went back and tdTü the invalid she 

■ * 

would have an egg brought to her, and as 
soon as he had swallovved a few mouthfuls 
of beef, he would ,come to her again.— 
Tears were her only answer, and he darted 
away, followed by the lady. 

€< I admire your humanity, Sir," said 
she, " for I find you are an entire stranger 
to this young woman . " 

" I don't know who she may be," an- 
swered he, stöpping and bowing to the 
Speaker, " but what of that, you.see she is 
very sick, poor soul, and it's our duty to 
help forward a fellow creature.— She'g bad 
enough, and, I fear, will soon be in that 
port from whence there is no return." 

" I fear so too," rejoined the lady, " and 
*tis from thence I feel much to admire in 
your kindness. — Young men in this age 
rarely bestow favours on females without a 
view to self-gratification of some kind or 

other." 

Befoi 
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Before he coüld reply, they were sum- 
moned to dinner, — Thompson, much 
pleased with the lady's kindness to the sick 
girl, and attention to himself, was parti- 
cularly assiduous for her accommodation, 
without intending any slight to the otherB» 
or observing their haughty and indignant 
looks. 

And here it is imposatble to refrain front 
obaei*ving, how much our owti comforts in 
life depend upon our attention to those of 
others. — The two ladies whose humanity 
was not proof against the affront of having 
Im outaide passenger, whose dress was afe 
humbte as her pretensions, obtruded upon 
them so uncenemcmkmsly by the Heu* 
tenatit, whose wrapping great coät detnon- 
Ärated, that " k* was tio great things, aftd 
equatly low-bred and impertinent/* sat in a 
disdainful silence onti! ttiey arrived at th£ 
km ; when their anger burst förth in scofn* 
ful observations, and a reprimand to th£ 
coacbman, for admitting such low ereatures 

into 
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into their society, who had taken outside 
places. ~ . 

"As to low, or high," an 8 we red the 
man, " so thcy pays me the füll fare, ita 
one and the same thmg to me. — Besides, 
the poor young woman was mortal bad, 
and he was a good hearied feltow that of- 
fered to pay the fare, and all passengers are 
alike to me." 

" Then you ooght never to have persona 
•of consequence in your coach, feiiow, tf 
you don't know how to behave yourself»" 

" I knows very well how to behave my* 
«elf. I don't want to affront nobody," re* 
turaed coachey, <( the young woman was & 
clean decent body, and as good as othet*, 
for the matter of that, seeing her fare will 
be pafei." 

" Droit be impertinent, fellow, 'tis piain 
you don't care how you msult ladies so you 
can be pai<b.—You would not have taken 
her into the coach without being sure of 

your 
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youp money, though you presumed to force 
her upon us." 

" That's another sort of a thing. I pity's 
the poor thing, and would sarve her with all 
my heart, but the coach is measter's pro- 
perty, and I mustn'tchousehim of hisfare; 
—But what signifies words about it, she is 
an inside passenger now, and he'san honest 
lad that lent her a hand," i 

The insulted ladies found it was in vain 
to contend; they encouraged each other in 
the idea of affronted consequence, and 
displeased that their companion had fol- 
lowed the two low creatures, they deter- 
mined tosend her to Coventry, and to pre- 
serve an indignant silence in the coach« 

This wise resolution accomp&nied them 
to the dinner table, whöh to their .extreme 
sürpfise they beheld the lieutenant's uni- 
form, and a figurfc, now disencumbered of 
an old wrapping coatj that he need not 
blush to exhibit in the most faShiqn^ble 
circles in the kingdom; though it wanted 

the 
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polish of high life. He bad a fine open, 
manly. countenance, an easy air, and a 
heart that diffused the irresistible charm of 
good humour over a very tolerable set of 
features, setting at defiance both ill-teroper 
andillrbfreeding. 

Each lady fotind an inclination to wave 
her displeasure andprofit by his atten- 
tions, but the compact they /had entered* 
into, *ndr the shame of dropping their; 
haugfoty r^fl^ve all at once, fcept both si-; 
leni v eqaally dissatisfied with * theiqaelves 
and the lady, who was the objeot of the 
yofilng;öfiicer's civäity . . . ■ r ■?' 

- Tf\ett med was silentand uncomfortable, 
artdaheytnesuÄired the?r plaoes in thecoaöh* 
itndetdrmihed in what. manner «t£ desc^nd 
frorrt their; stüts, with'ojufc cbndescending to % 
notice the obtruded oütsidelpassenger. : . 

i. 3Bhe,yonrigwörfian, much refreshed, sfnd 
gratefully sensible to the kindness she bad 
acpeKiencedy expressed her? thanfcsj to the 
humane lady . in terms superior to her 

appearance;— 



m 



4& THS CONVICT; OB, 

appearance ;-*-another pang to the hearts 
of herstately compantans, (for there are 
people in the world who dislike not the 
incense of gratitude, tbough they have not 
hearts to deserve it,) which encreased their 
displeasure and vexation, tili it recoiled so 
fercibly upon the pride of the eider lady, 
that she exclaimed,— u Noihing can be 
tnore ill-bred, than for people thus ahnt 
up with others, to Single out any particular 
person, or eubyeet, to the «fcelusion of 
other passengers from eajoying a conver- 
Ration, to which all have an equal right." 

"Your pardon, Madam," satd the 
young woman, modestly, "I have no pre- 
iensiona to join in conversation ; it was 
simply a few words from my heart, which I 
addressed to this lady, to whose httfnanity I 
am greatly incfebted." 

A scornful elevation of the head, and a 
significant glance, in which her associale 
readily joined, towards the humane lady, 
was the only imraediate reply. 

Her 
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Her penetration easily developcd their 
qharacters; sbe had obseryed thtir morti- 
fication during the dinner hour, wben the 
aavy beau, without design, had totally 
overlooked them, in his eager desire to 
serve " a kindly good-natured gentte- 
woaiaa," Itiflueoced therefore by hu« 
manity, and a desire to punish those un- 
feeling women, she appeared not to notice 
their Observation, or the apology from the 
poor invalid* |pt in a kind voice questioned 
her, if she was going to Portsmouth ? 

" No, Madam/' answered she, " I shall 
be set down ten railes on this sideof it, 
and shaü then have nearly two miles to 
walk to my native viUage." 

" Will it be possible for you to walk ? I 
fear your »trength is inadequate to the 

" I must, however, make the trial, Ma- 
dam, for there is no stage conveyance." 

At that moment a hind wheel flew off 
from the coach, and laid it fiat on its side. 

A 
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A general shriek ensued; but most pro- 
videntially no person within, or without, 
receiyed any material injury, The hofses 
did not attempt to move; and only one 
fiaan made a complaint, — he had pitched 
upon his Shoulder, and severely bruised it. 
Other$ were' slightly hurt ; but our lieu- 
tenaat, and the ladies iriside, sufFered very 
Utile, and were move alarmed than really 
hurt by the accident. 

When.Thornpton recovere4 his feet, he 
hastened to the relief of ihose "confiped 
in thfe cabih." Qn löoking in at the 
" port-hole," .he saw the sick girl and the 
CQmpässionate lady; raising their hearis, 
while their compänions were screaming and 
ätr ligglixig; to get . above them . ' ; . . • • 

" Ava§t there," xriedhe. " I shall take 
these in tow first, beqause one can'.t help. 
he**sßlf, äqjd jt'othör wa? w*Uing' to help her. 
So, dys s^et > ;whensl have stowed them / 
safely, .-.orityhbp I isiiaU coo*e back todive 
for y qu ; but . dort 't ; enfcrease the jstorm by : i 

your 
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your squalls, because they'll do you no 
service at all." 

Whiist he was speakirig he was not idle*, 
but with the assistance of another man, 
soon released his two favourites from their 
painful Situation; and having seated them 
ona bank in the road, he returned to the 
coach, where he heard,— " Oh, the uti- 
feeling sea brüte !— -Help, help, we sliall 
bekilled!" 

'*' Nö, not so bad as that neither," &id 
Thompson, very coolly, " for you have 
tongue-speech enough ; and as you are my 
fellow creatures, and women too, my help 
is at your service, — and J hope you are 
not much hurt." 

While he was speaking, a struggle en- 
ßued between the gentle associates, who 
first should lay hold of his hand, änd be 
extricated by the efforts of his humariity; 
and in this contest, some rüde expressions 
and screams were issued from both ladies. 



vol. r. 



D 



/ 



-^_ " Odds 






f- ? 






nß 



I 



50 THK CONVICT; OB, 

" Odds bobs! one at a time," cried 
Thompson, " there's no grappling two at 
once from this port hole." And then 
laying firm hold of the one nearest \o him, 
he soon disengaged her; and while his As- 
sistant took her from him, he as assiduou&Iy 
relieved the other, and both were conducted 
to their companions. 

This accident happehed about a milc 
from their last resting place. The ünchr 
pin that fastened the wheel was broken, 
and there was no proceeding without a new 
one; consequently the coachman waa 
obliged to go back, whilst his horses were 
taken care of by the outside passengers. 

A common calamity generally unitea 
people together, but that effect was far 
from being produced by the present pne; 
on the contrary, each of the two ladies 
who had before united in one sentimeot, 
had on this occasion shewn so much seif- 
ishness, and, forgetful of ,their dignified 
consequence, had so insulted each other by 

rüde 
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rude epithets, and the exertion of their 
hands and feet, tbat they wtere become ir- 
reconcilable enemies. Nor could their 
mutual dislike to the lieutenant and his 
favoorites, now draw them together, or ex- 
tort one gentle word, op commiserative 
glance ; though both separately cornplained 
of their fright, and apprehended terrible 
consequences from bruises they were as yet 
scarcely sensible of. 

But those complaints were wasted on the 
" desert air." The poor invalid, though 
but little hurt, had a frame so weakened by 
illness, that the sudden concussion had ex-» 
ceedingly disordered her ; yet she strore 
to conceal her agitations, and the real hu- 
mane lady, though not a little terrified, 
was too gratefiil to Providence, and too 
much interested for the young woman, to 
bestow a moment's attention on those, who 
had so lately shewn . such perfect indif- 
* fercnce for the sufferings of others. 

D 2 The 
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The lieutenant had done Jus duty> but 
the epithet of " sea brüte/' had reached 
his ear, and was discordant to his feelings; 
and although-he would not deny his as- 
sistance to the meanest, or most unworthy 
of God's creatures, in the moment of 
danger, yet^his heart could distinguish be- 
tween kindness, gratitude, selfishness, and 
impertinence, he therefore directed all his 
attention to*his friends, unheeding the 
querulous complaints of the othersu 

The young woman mean time jsatisfied 
the humane curiosity of %e lady who sup*- 
ported heri She said her father was a 
farmer and a man of propqrty; that in her 
early days she had experienced the most 
tender. love from both her parents, and 
being an only child, had been taught to 
look forward to a comfoftable independence» 
When she was near sixteen, she had the 
irreparable misfortune to lose her belöved 
mother. Her father was gre^tly affiicted, 
but he redoubled his kindness to her ; and 

for 
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for many months it was their mutual en- 
deavour to console each other. 

There was living near them the widow 
^of a lawyer, with two daughters nearly her. 
own age, with whom they were upon 
neighbourly terms. The lawyer was sup- 
posed to have left but little Jjehind him, 
and Gvery one was surprised at the hand- 
some appearance of Mrs. Woodman and 
her daughters. 

After her beloved mother died, this wi* 
dow paid them very great attention, and 
the famiiies we£ rauch together, but she 
had not the sfightest suspicion'of any at- 
tachment between her father and the lady ; 
for as she had been a widow only three 
months previous to the death of her parent, 
she thought it was common sympathy that 
attracted each for their mutual consolation. 

One morning, just ten months after the 
fatal event which had destroyed alt her 
comforts, her father abruptly introduced 
Mrs. Woodman as his wife, and a mother 

D3 to 
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to whom he expected she would shew the 
greatest respect. 

" It is needless, Madam/ 9 continued 
the poor girl, " to describe my feelings or 
regrets; I resolved to obey my father, 
though I soon fouhd it impossible to love 
his wife, who governed him and the family 
in the most'despotic manner. 

€€ Her daaghters insulted me hourly with 
the superiority of their birth, and by taking 
the leid of.me on all occasions; so that I 
was, in a ahort time, a mere upper servant, 
and commanded by my father to oblige 
the Miss Woodmans, as I vaJued his fu* 



Iure love and protection. 

" However repugntnt to my fedings,H[ 
determined to obey him. But proud un* 
generoua spirits soon assume a proilege to 
insüJt those compelled to bear, and who for 
peace sake are resolved to/orbear,— <-and in a 
few montbs their insolence and tyranny 
arrived at such a heigjht, that I was worse 

~ ' treated, 
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treated, and little better dressed, than oor 
menial servants who worked on the farm. 

" Finding my health fast declining, and 
my spirits subdued, I one day summoned 
courage to teil my father, I had thoughts 
of going to Service ; that I could not work 
rnore any where than I did at home, and 
I was sure could not possibly receive worse 
usage.— I had borne, tili patience was ex* 
. hausted, and \( I experienced the same treät* 
ment three months longer, was pereuaded 
- I should soon after be in my grave. 

" He seemed affected, paused a moment, 
and then hastily left roe, saying he would 
consult bis wife. 

" I saw him not again tili we met at 
dinner.— After the table was cleared? he 
said, — " Mary, I have spoken to your mo* 
ther, who is mufch shocked at your ill- 
tempcr and ingratitude, but kindly wishes 
I would agree to any plan that you iike 
and think conducive to your happiness.~ 
Since, therefore, 'tis your desire to leave 

D4 U8, 
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us, she is so good as to say she will intro- 
dtjce ypü to a distant relation of her's m 
London, who has the power to recommend 
you intosome good family, and,with whom 
you may board tili you are well settjed. 

, " I shall also, by .her desire, give yoir 
twenty pounds in your pocket, and will 
allow you that sum yearty, that yoir may 
have an independence ; and I hope you 
will ik>w think you have met with more 
kindness and generosity from your mother 
and me, than your sulien ill-temper has. 
deserved from us.** 

" To tbis Observation I made no reply ; 
I only said, I hoped I should never lose 
h.is affection, nor by any impröper conduct 
be thöught unworthy of being considered 
as bis child. 

" I left the room. — I saw exultatioa 
sparkling in the eyes of both the mother 
and her daughters, that tbey had suc* 
ceeded in driving me from tl>e hoüse of 
my parent; — and much had I endure(J,and 

great 
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great had been the struggles öf myfeelings 
before! had resolved on a step sopainfuh 
But I could bear no more, and once'deter- 
mined, l had resolution to persevere.. vi 

" I will not, Madam, trouble you with a 
description of the agonies I feit when qult- 
ting the house, and a parent once so tender, 
and ever so dear to me; nor the many 
unpleasant occurrences I met with. in 
London, before I obtained a Situation. 

" Unhappity the sufferings of my mind 
and body had been gradually undermining 
my health before I left my father's house ; 
and asi while Ihad any strength, Inever 
complained, or relaxed in the Performance 
of my duties, I was not fortunate enough 
tQ meet with one sympathising heart to 
shew me the le^st indulgence. 

" For eighteen months I»haye attended 
a lady of fashiony whose eternal round ot 
engagements, late hours, and the important 
busin ess of dress, which necetsarily en- 
gaged every vacant moxnent, . -left her no 

D5 opportunity 
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opportunlty to observe nay looks, or en* 
ireasing illneas, tili faintings uäed to follow . 
• the kboun of the toilet ; it was then dis* 
covered I was unfit for my Situation, and I 
w» dischargcd. 

" I took a small lodging and sent for 
medical advtce, thoügh convinced no ad« 
- vice coufd restore a broken Constitution or 
heal a wotmded heart. 

**■! wrote tomy father, without e*aggcr-- 

ating, or concealing, the State of my health. 

It was many days before I had an answen, 

and when it came, only added bitter pangs 

to a Süffering spirit ;— " he had been en* 

gaged by the marriage of the eldest Miss 

Woodman to a medical gentleman in the 

* neighbourhood, to whom he had given five 

hundred pounds, which sucn he also had 

intended to give me ) had not my perverse 

- temper carried me from his house, and 

„ prevented any offer for me. — However, he 

desired I would have proper advice, and 

' ©ndeavour to get well.— When I wanted 

money 
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money I might let him know* but /fco* 

[ * .towW nof ie the case ytt" •■ x . 

* " This indifferent* fioora a father ohce 

so affecttenate, and ever tcnderly lored, 

\ encreased tbe ootnplaint in mj aide and on 

' my cheit* by the many sleepless nighta it 
0- coet me.~The doctor attended wat som* 
weeks* and the eipence ofthat, and my 
lodging* soon reduced my finances» while 
my weakness eftcreased daUy ; I thcn de* ; 
termined to Tequest the doctor'* candid 
opinion, whether it were posaible I should 
get into health ?— -Thus pressed, he Said» 
— " Nothing was ifnpoarible with God ! I 
had youth on my «ide, and inuch patience. 
Stille he confessed, that the present State of 
my health 4 was very doubtful ; he feared 
medicine "CQuld dö no more for me, but 
tfaeref was a chanct, by country air and 
proper attention," 

" I was now safcisfied of rtiy danger, and 
heard his opinion with fircbdess and re- 
signation to the Ahnighty will. — Immedi- 

a ately 
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ätely I wrote to my father, that it was my 
wish to die under my paternal roof, and 
told him the doctor's final opinion. 
, " By the return of post I received an 
answer, desiring I would come down di- 
rectly ; that he had no doubt but kindness 
and country air would set me upagain, and 
they would be all very glad to see me. 
i (€ I knew no time was to be lost \f I ever 
• % were to see him again; and havingpaid off 
iny doctor, my lodging, and some small 
HebtS; I had only aboüt fifteen Shillings left 
in my pocket. I was therefore obliged to 
take an outside place, though scarcely able 
to sit up at all,— and to your humanity, 
Sir," added she, addressing the lieutenant, 
" I am indebted for much ease and 
comfort." 

Thompson jumped up, wrung her hand, 
and darted off the other side the bank ; — 
nor could the lady refrain from tears at this 
öad artless tale, delivered with difficulty, 

when 
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When she cäst her eyes over the skeletb» 
frame of the narrator. 

" Good God!" cried »he, " I would not 

fcave to ündergo the feelings of ' your un- 

just father, ihr all that the world can 

bestow; — affliction and remorse must make 

" his future days wretched 1 M 

" I hope not," said the meek suffefer. 
" it wül be a eonsolation to me to die in 
the house where my dear mother died, and 
to be buried in the same grave. — I wish 
also-to take a last leave of my poor father, 
and speak peace to his soul. — Alas! he has 
not feeeh permitted to follow the impulses 
of his own heart r and is»more to be pitied 
than condemned/' 

Thompson at that raoment came up, for 
a returned post chaise had been stopped by 
its driver, who asked if any of the ladies 
would get in?— On enquiry, he was to 
stop at the village where the young woman 
proposed leaving the coach. ' . 

" üpoa 
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Upon my word," nid the lady, €i I 
think you had better go on in the chaise, 
we may be detained some time, and pos- 
sibly the driver may be persuaded to take 
you horoe." 

. #l Ah, Madam,** answered ahe, " my 
fare is already paid." 

" Never mind that," oried Thompson, 
then calling the man, he asked him if he 
would take that 6ick good young body to 
her father's house ? 

The man said it was a punishable thing, 
and he might lose his place; when looking 
more earnestly at her,—" Lord!"cried he, 
™ why, if it ben't Miss Mary Thompson !" 

" Who, what!" exclaimed the lieutenant, 
44 what is her name ?" 

" My name is indeed Thompson," an- 
swered she, "and I remember you well f 
Joe." 

" Dear heart, how thin you be growed ! 
sick, indeed, God bless you, come what 
mi\\ ivft^ TU take you safe home, for 1 re- 
member 
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member when you was very kind to mother 
when she was cruel bad, and I believe you 
and your good mother saved her life.— 
Come, get in, Miss, Fll take as much care 
of you, as if you were with your own 
brother." 

Miss Thompson got up, the lieutenant 
stood speechless tili she addressed him, then 
pulling a bit of paper and a pencil out of his 
pocket, he wrote his own name upon it, 
and his agent's. — "There," said % he, 
" whelher we be of kin or not I can't teil * 
but no matter, if you ever want a friend and 
I am in old England, Harry Thompson is 
your man." 

The poor girl burst into tears, and took 
an affectionate leave of the lady and her 
kind benefactor.— Pressing his hand she 
implored the blessings of Heaven on him, 
with every good this world could bestow; 
to which he could make no answer but a 
fervent kiss on her hand, — and turning to 
the post-boy, he put five< Shillings into his 
> hand,— 
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feand,— " There, my lad," said he, " never 
fbrget to be kind and helpful to a fellow 
creature in distress, and youll never want a 
good birth above there, in your time of 
need." - 

The two sullen ladies wlio wereseated at 
some distance, and had not heard Miss 
Thonnpson's little narrative, saw her placed 
in the chaise,. by< her good friends, with 
equal surprise and indignation. — It ha« 
been observed by Rochefaueault, " that 
when two people quarrel, they-tfenentlly sa«; 
crifice a third person to their reconcilement, 
and are dear friends for ever after;" how 
far the latter part of the Observation ex- 
tended to these ladies we know not, but 
'tis most certam, their spieen and envy to* 
wards the poor young ereature overGame 
the temporary anger occasioned by their 
selfish struggles in the coach,^and broke the 
sullen silence they had hit her to observed. 

" Was ever folly and rudeness carried to 
such a pitch as this?" exekimed one; ." not 

content 
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content tvith obtradkig that creature upon 
us, that absurd ill-bred young man ha9 
placed her in.the chaise, forsooth, without 
once paying us the compliment to ask ifwe 
chose to have it." 

" My dear Madam," returned her com- 
panion, " it is our misfortune to be with 
such low people; I feel myself extremely 
fortvnate in the pleasure of your Company, 
ofcherwise I must absolutely .have been 
dumb. — That woman I was really »nclined 
to think a good sort of body eftough, but 
her associating with thoee low outside pas- 
sengers, proves, in spite of her appearance r 
that she is no better than they are ; and, as 
she will now have no one to talk with, pray 
don't let us notice the creature/* 

This agreement was mutually entered into 
by these good ladies, who were once more 
charming companions, and . joined in 
abusing their fellow travellers with the most 

hearty good will* 

White 
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While they were waiting the return of 
the coachman, one of those sudden thunder 
storms with hail, lightning, &c. which fre- 
quently take a partial direction, unexpect- 
edly broke pver them with such violence, 
that it was imposQtble to avoid being com- 
pletely deluged. 

Thompson, with the greatest rapidity, 
threw his great coat over the lady, and 
placed her on the wheel, ata preferable seat 
to the damp earth ;— he thcn leaped intö 
the coach, which lay on its side, observing, 
he could weather the lea»shore, by lyiog on 
hiß back, tho* the coach was npaet« 

The twoßiend* raji about acreaming tot 
asatatance and covering, but they were un- 
noticed, as every one was shifting for bis 
own conffort ; and the lieutenant had cön- 
cetved such a hearty dislike to both, that, 
though one of the best«natured creatures 
npon earth, he laughed at their distress, ob-« 
serving " they woüld have a good ducking, 
and while the poor siclc young woman was 

stowed 
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stowed in a good birth, thfcy would be half- 
seas over in a land squall." 

'Tis impossible to describe their vexation 
and deplorabJe appearance, they were com-* 
pletely wet through; while they beheld the. 
woman they contemned, well covered by 4 
great coat that defied the weather, and 
placed close to the coach, defended in a 
gtttat measnre from the violence of the 
•torm. 

The sqaall, as Thompson called it, tho' 
uncommonly yiolent, was short in its da- 
ratian, and had just abated when the coach- 
man appeared. The poor ladies, enraged and 
roortified, wanted an object on whom they 
oould give vent to the pasgkm which boiled 
in their bosoms; they inatantly began to 
abuse htm for his carelessness in not exa* 
mining the linch-pins before he set out, 
and forgetting their dignified consequenoe* 
descended to scold in language by no 
means appropriate to their appearance. 

The 
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The man losing all respect, and not s 
little out of humour r retorted in such 
vulgär terms, that the lieutenant, fronv re- 
gard to his lady, thought it necessary to 
iirterfere. — " Come, come, my lad, don't 
open your flood-gates, we have had a 
water-spout already ;— lend a hand, and 
box the compass, that you may steer us 
» ittto port before more foul weather overtakes 
us, and the first port we come to, Plfr giv« 
you a good glasa of grog to warm your 
inside/* 

The last part of this speech moffified the 
coacbmatl, as the few words he had uttered 
had calmed the angry passions in the two 
htdies ; who, shocked, mortified, cold, wet* 
and uncomfortabte, resumed their seats in 
the coach so completely humbfed, that both 
the lieutenant and the lady feit for their 
Situation, and their contempt was changed 
iüio pity. 

Thompson, whose literall honest heart 
was always at his lips, after viewing them 

alternately r 
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akernatefy, said, — "Dash me! but/ am 
sorry to see you in such a pickle. .1 had but 
one great coat to be siire, and that ought to 
be given to her who was reädy and willing 
to serve another, — for why, " one good 
turn- deserves another." — You Jiadti't the 
milk of human kindness for the sick young 
body, and so in foul weather nobody thought 
of you, or I migfot have tossed these pillows 
here to cover you; and faith I wish I had, 
for I am deadly afraid you'll suffer a 
shivering bout." 

" Pray, Sir/' cried one lady, " what 
right have you to become an inside pas- 
senger, to affront us with your forecastte 
language?" 

" Oh, ho! what then you know a little 
about the deck of a ship, do ye? — But 
lookye, yöung gentlewörrian, I don't want 
to affront any one, and had you been good- 
natured you would have had help as weH as 
others. And as to my being here, I settled 
that with the steersman ; I have paid for 

two 
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two phces, and so mayhap I shall go above, 
and below, just as I Kke, so you see *tis of 
no use to be sulky about the business." 

They were now compktely ßilenced, and 
had to regret tfaat by their pride and want 
of humanity, they had exposed themselves 
to mortification and neglect ; when a small 
share of good humour, and * a desire for 
mutual accomittodation, would bave made 
their journey pleasant to all parties, and 
ensured to themselves respect and attention. 
And this conviction we wish to impress on 
the minds of*our young readers, whether 
in a stage coach, or in their journey 
through life, that humanity, affability, and 
the irresistible charm of good-nature, never 
fail& to inspire admiration, esteem, and re- 
spect, and will always make them happy in 
themselves and agreeable to others. 

No pärticular accident, or incident, oc- 
curred during the remainder of their jour- 
ney ; and right glad were the poor shi- 

vering 
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Vering ladies to accept the lieutenant's con- 
gratulations on being arrived safe in port. 

They had indeed dried their clöthes, that 
is their outside garments, at the first stage 
they canie to; *but their proud stomacha 
were not sufficiently subdued to accept a 
glass of wann grog which Thompson of- 
fered them, though not so disdainfully re- 
fused as beföre, for their spirite were a littl* 
humbled. 

But their mutual self-consequence waited 
to be relaxed by the example of each other, 
and the first «ho was addressed timidly re- 
fusing, the second lady reluctanüy declined 
also, each vexed at the pertinacity of her 
fnend; and ashamed to order either spirits 
or wine, after their refusal, lest they should 
agatn draw on themseives the cutting ob- 
servations of tbe offended sailor« Thus 
they cootinued half dead in their comfort- 
less Situation, by their own absurd and fas- 
tidious conduct, untU they were set down 

at the <end of their jouroey. 

The 



/ 



72 .THE C0KV7CT; OB, 

The humane lady found friends waiting 
(ot her. — She took a card from her pocket, 
and giving it to the lieutenant, — " My 
good Sir," said she, " I höpe our acquaint- 
ance will: Bot end here; little occurrences 
in this our Short journey, has given me 
such a knowledge of your heart, that I am 
desirous to consider you in thejight of an 
old friend. Let me hope that if you re- 
main in Portemouth, you will speedily pay 
nie a visit ; you will always find a plate at 
roy table, and a bed in ~my house at your 
Service.— My residence is only three miles 
from here; and be assured.you will be a 
welcome guest to me and my famiiy." 

Thompson was astonished, and extremely 
delighted by this unexpected kindnesa.— 
" Whenever I am Commander of my own 
time," answered he, " you may depend, 
good Madam, that I will steer my coarse 
to your house; mean time, Heaven bless 
you, and may you always have fair wind 
and weather wheresoevsr you are bound." • 

She 
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She thanked him, and again hoped he 
would sooh pay her a visit. She theri en^ 
tered a carriage which was watting for her; 
without deigning to notice the two greal 
ladies; who to their infinite surprise and 
vexatton, were in for med she was a Mrs J . 
Percy, a lady of family and very consi- 
derable fortune, who had been to London 
to serve an old acquaintance in nruch dis- 
tress, and on such an occasioh delifcately 
laid aside the appearance of superiör 'for- 
tuneand consequence, and trayelled^p and 
down in the stage without any attendants. * 

A character öf this description wa^ above 
the comprehensioh of these proudly meari 
spirits, they thought "she was a stränge 
chäracter," while they regrette<ftftey had 
lost an oppiorf ünity of being known to her; 
— " but, deari who could believe a wonian 
öf*her ibrttme would travel in a stäge 
coach, and' -cortcerh herseif about a'poor 
outside passönger ?" : v •« .- v . : . . . * 

vol. i. • E H^bor 
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Poor creaiures ! they wore strangers to 
the sweet feelingg of hmnanity, the pure 
deiight öf syrnpathi^ing with the unfor- 
tunate ; the exalted pleasure which clings 
to thie heart, when we can ejther relieve or 
conaole a suflfering fellöw creature! — Let 
us turn fror» such unworthy beings, ou 
whom the world will revenge itself; for 
those who cannot fecl for the ßick and af- 
flicted, will assuredly experience, in the de* 
cline of life, that neglect, contempt, and 
inhumanity, which they have ahewn to 
others. 

The landlady of the inq, who had the 
higfoest respect for the character of Mr«. 
Perjcy, and had been informed by the ser- 
yaots who waited for her arrival, of the 
occasion that induced her to travel in a 
stage coach, being present when she gave 
her card and friendly invitation to pur hero, 
was induced by that circumstance to shew 
him very particular attention ; and as it was 
too late for him to make his appearance on 

board 
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board the < f Vengeance" that night, he had 
a muttoii chop and a » pint of grog, then 
retif ed to his bed vvith a soul of conactous 
rategrity, at peace with htmself and all tfte 
world. 

Before he dropt asleep, thc occurrences 
of the laßt eight and forty hours pressed 
upon his mind; nor could he help reflect- 
mg on the strangeness of the circumstance, 
that poor little Fanny, and the sick young 
body in the coach, should both bear his 
own narae of Thompson. 

" Well," said he, u it was a God send 
sure enough ; who would have thought of 
my Unding name-sakes in such a manner, 
or that the poor little girl was called by its 
right name when I gave it mine." He 
then heaved a sigh for the sad fate of its 
unhappy mother; and in the same moment 
it recurred to him, he had tili then for- 
gotten the roll of papers the poor woman 
had given him, which he had put into an 
inside pocket, 

E2 The 
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The candle was put out, and hjs curio- 
sity must be deferred tili the next day. 

Satisfied in a review o( his own conduct, 
he then commended himself to his AI- 
mighty Father's protection, a duty im- 
pressed upon his heart from the earliest pe- 
riod of infancy, and never obliterated Uy 
time,. circumstances, , or the many tjard- 
ships he had gone through with quäet per-* 
severance in his subordinate situations; and 
soon after he feil asleep, with a mind at 
ease, and a conscience " such as goodness 
bosoras ever." 
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CHARTER III. 



u In the world we may,find people enough that are 
ready to lay out thcir hearts, but *tis indeed almost 
ä mirade ta mect with a man who deserves to rc- 
ceive iu'* 

JL HOMPSON waked at an early hour, 
and began to dress and prepare himself for 
an appearance on the quarter deck of the 
Vengeance. Hissecret exultation at the rank 
/he was now to hold, was a little allayed by 
his total want of Information relative to 
the disposition of his* Commander and 
messmates in the ward room. 

He had received no polish from edu- 
cation, or society, he only knew the duties 

E3 of 
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of a Seaman, and the respect due to Ins 
superiors. He had a native honesty, a 
strict integrity, and an intuitive civility 
and kindness, whtch were frankly offered 
to all who would receive them ; and though 
oftentimes unworthily treated, his heart re- 
tained no galt or resentment, — at peace 
with hitnself, he neither feared, flattered, 
or hated any man. 

Öf the prudential maxims of the world 
he knew nothing. — His father, had died 
when* he> was about thirteen years old, his 
two brothets, like -hünself, were obliged (o 
provide for their own subststence; and he 
kaew not a relative, or friend > who could 
•ssist him with a Single guinea. 
.' When iq tti£ lowest subordmate situ- 
ttion, he lived as other searaen did, ex« 
oept in twv instances, which bis reverence 
for the advice of a beloved father had so 
firmly guarded him against, that neither 
rklicule or example were of sufficient force 
to otfercome the strong Impression his pa~ 
: > rent's 
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rent's last admonitions had impfinted upon 
his heart, — " to avoid drunkenness, and 
forbear insulting his Häavenly Fatber by 
profane swearing." 

Thompson found it tio srn all matter of 
ilifficulty to resist the laugh of ridicule; 
and guard against the infection of etfample; 
tut he had from nature a etrong mind, 
and the wärmest love and respect for his 

* 

iather, which stimulated him to the ob- 
servance of his commands and pious ex* * 
hortations,-— thp' he found anhong his com« 
paniöris, that a simple aseeyeration, withöufc 
some accompanying expletives, made but 
very little way in their belief of his word. 

Odds bobsf — Odds «y Hfe l*—Da$h my 
buttons !— -and a few such nothing-mean~ 
ing exclamations, he readily enough 
adopted ; but. his most . solemn appeal, to 
confirm any doubted assertion, was, " upon 
the faith and truth of an honest lad, it is 
as i teil ye/' 

£4 His 
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Hjs pecüliarities after a time ceased tekbe 
noticed, otherwise than now and then by, 
" that puritanical dog, Thompson," or, 
" that meally-mouthed fellow," and ex- 
pressions of the same nature, which passed 
unheeded by him, and were at length al- 
xnost obsolete. 

Good natured and sincere, he was ge- 
fietally beloved. He had a heart adapted 
for friendship, but in the busy wooden 
world, therö was little opportunity, or in- 
clination, to study cbaracters or make ase- 
tection;- and wherv he. was rated a midship- 
jnan, he had the mortification to find most 
of those young bucks despised bis want of 
sptrit, Ws strict economy and integrity.— 
.Whilst many without scruple mäde free 
with each other's clothes, and broken boxes 
and lost shtrts and stockings were a ge- 
irejal cocnplaint, he happily had found fa- 
vour in the eyes of the guiiner, Was adr 
mitted to mess with him, and his small stjock 
of : wearables,were in safe custody. 

The 
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.-. The gunaer was a tfell informed man, 
tfipre than fifty. . In the course öf a three 
yeärs Station in the West Ihdies, he had 
marked the character of Thompson, and 
on many occasiöns shewn htm kindness and 
kidulgence. They were afterwards sepa- 
rated for near two years^ vvben in the 
course of Service, they were again thrown 
iatd-lhe same ship, where Thompson was 
.rated.- 

r The goöd man thei> took him into his 
0ioreL peculiar care, lent him a few books, 
Hnproyed his \yriting, and ; encoüraged all 
the good traits in his character ;— it was at 
this time also, he beeame acquainted with 
Mr. Barton* the surgeonY mäte, and for 
two yeaid, with these- friends, Thompson 
passed some of his happiest days.—But the 
gunner got a superannuation from bad 
hgÄlt&i Barton luckily got a gentle help* 
iftäte, and a.snug shop;- Thompson lost his 
best coflipanipfts, . aad the four; following 
yfctrfr of his life were unmarked by any par« 
* E5 ticulaf 
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ticular occurrence or attachment, tili a 
gallant action recommended him to the 
particular notice of his Commander, and a 
Just Representation of his cdnduct to the 
Admiralty board, procured him a heute- 
nant's commission, ftorn which periodic 
öate the epoch of his entrance into the 
World. 

We have digressed a Httle from thechain 
of our story, where we left Thompson with 
febnscious pride equipping hirnself to appear 
beforehiscaptain. — On puttirtg on his cOöt 
he found the memorable ro)l of paper, it 
Was sealed and directed,— 
! "To some soul of humanity, if such 

* there be in the form of man, I com mit 
** the wrongs, the sorrows, arafuhe crime* 
•* of Elten. — But whoever he miy be into 

♦ whose hands thefee papers shall be given, 
u if he has not pity and humanity in hia 
$ bosom, let htm not dare to e&amine this 
" sacred trust of unexampled wretchedness; 

! f thia[ 
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" this legend of basensss, perfidy, and 
"guilt." 

Thompson, on reading this solemn ad« 
juration feit a shüddering Sensation at hii 
beartj — €€ Date Zopen it?" thougfrt fce.-~ 
A momenVa rcflection recalled the unhappy 
woman'a blessing, and the free delirery of 
the packet to him. 

" Now I cannot pertoe *,•'■ Said he, " I 
have not time. — Poor soul! /tis a ptteoo« 
story, I have no doubt;— -tut liefere thU 
hour I trust she haa obtained pardon frbm 
that merciifal judge wbQ sets op aloft— thd* 
the law» on fttrth have consigned her to 4 
dismal Täte, there iaa gracious fcötomainler 
on h'i ghm h p will have merey ön a poor re-> 
pentant smer, and give her a good birth 
atthelasff 

In a melanchofy train of thöught he 
locked the packet in his trank, wich a deep 
sigh, y&L with a gteam of surtshme on \hh 
breast, that- by takiftg Utile Fanny, he had 

givea 
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giyea 0oe monaent's ease to a despairing 
heart. 

_ < , Sweet. Was the reflection ! and his feel- 
in£sjat;thät moment were to be envied by * 
the.Üappiestvöluptuary, however great or 
diäimgiiished, who is a stranger to the inex- 
pjessible cfclight of having performed a be- 
nevolent action. It was tbis sentiment that 
bani^heÖWare frono the breast of our frero, 
a«4-er^bielli$tfed bis features with a placidity 
thft ^$pQKe inward content. 
, Cpippl^ety dressed, be went on board the 
Venge^nqe, ; theq laying off the harbour, 
and wpf ;re<;eived by the first Heutenant, 
whp ipfQro^d him the ^aptain was gone to 
Londpn, on busines^ to the boa?d, and 
Y?Q\*\d not; rgturjÄ ti}l the next evening;— 
adding, "we shall certainly saü . in three . 
days after Ije returns^jfor our coovoy, are all 
ready. If, ther^for^,'/ continued he, " you 
have any friends to see, or business to do 
on ( shore, t npw is your time; jbefore the 
captain comes." 

Thompson 
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Thompson thanked him for tbe intima- 
t\on x and was pleased wkh his appearance 
and , manner, and it just then occurred to 
;him, that he would pay his reapects to Mra. 
Percy ; he, therefore, accepted the liberty, 
and directly put off for shor^, promising to 
be on board the following morning. 

On returning to the inn, he obtained di- 
rections for his route> of the landlady, who 
even offered htm a horse; but as it was not 
then more than eleven o'clock^ he had füllt 
time enöugh to walk thsre. - I 

In less than an hour, he e$tefledoj|. a long 
avenue of trees, at the ead of which he 
saw a very handsome house> situat.e on a 
rising ground, with a lawn, and a fine sheetS 
of water before it. : 

The lieutenant halted, he had not been iü 
the habit of visking people of fortuqe, or at 
süperb houses. — " Odds life l" cried he^ 
" this is a sort of crvise I don't vwe)\ 
fancy, — To be sure she kindly inyjted rae, 
biit what then ? this great house must fcave 
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a grcat many fine folks in it, and mayhap 
all of them may not be so kind hearted ad 
she seemed to be; Fve a good mind to shift 
sail and go back to thelandlady." 

While he stood thus irresolute, a young 
gentleman, who appeared about fifteen or 
sixteen, came from between the trees just 
before him, and observing Thompson 
Standing motkmless, and also seeing the 
naval uniform, it directly Struck him, this 
stranger was the gentleman whose humanity 
had been the 6ubject of his mother's pane- 
gyrtc that morning. — Advancing, there- 
fore,— -" will you per mit me to ask you, Sir, 
if you are going to visit Mrs. Percy ?" said 
he. ; 

*' Why, to own the truth, young gen- 
tleman," returned Thompson, " that was 
rny ititention ; but I don't know how, per- 
haps I may be'taking a liberty here, there 
may be Company. 1 ' 

u No, no, Sir, there are no Company, — 
I am sure my mother will be glad to see 

you, 
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ydti, if you are tbegentleman that came in 
the coach with her from London." 

" Yes, the veiy same;" replied our Lieu- 
tenant, "and if you are sure, young Sir, 
that I shaU not be un welcome, why Fll go 
forward." 

" I am, irtdfced, very sure of it," rejoined 
Master Percy, "and will conduct you, Sir." 

Mns. Percy was sitting in her dressing 
room, whieh fronted the avenue, and saw 
her son and the lieutenant advancing ;— 
she was no less pleased than surprised at 
thte early visit, and hastened down stairs tö 
receive him.— And here we shall give a 
shört account of Mrs. Percy, whose good* 
ness of heart and benevolent actions were 
a libel upon all her neighbours, with three 
times her fortune and power of doing good. 

She was the daughter and also the wi* 
dow of two respectable country gentlemem 
Brought up in retirement under the care of 
an affectionate mother, and a very intelli- 
gent 
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gent governess, she had ohly beentwice m 
London before she was mafriecL 
■„ At sixteen she was introduced to Society 
in the neighbourhood, and it was not long 
before Mr. FoLey reeeived m$ny ad van* 
tageous ofFers for bis daughter, who Was 
known to .beheirfcss to near a thousänd a 
year, besides her personal and mental en- 
dowments^ Which were uniyersaHy admirfcd. 
She was near eighteen, hovtfeverj before 
her careful parents permitted äny address^ 
to be openly avowed under their« sanetioili 
and among nfiany candidates it most forirt* 
»ately happened that.thcman-her heart se-* 
lected, was him of all others to wbomMr* 
Foley wished to have her united. 

His päternal fortune did not exceed Jier'Sf 
but the charaoter and prineiptes of Mi;* 
Percy were so well establishedy that had it 
been less, her judicious parents would hav§ 
deemed his good qualities a füll eqqivalent 
for an inferior fortune to their daughter's. : 

He 
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- He had lost botfa his parents, and was 
theii four-and-twenty, having one young 
sister, of four years of age, whose birth was 
followed by the death of hfcr mother,. whose 
health- had rapidly declined from the period 
of her husband's death, six months pre- 
ceding her own. 

This unfortunate little girl> who had 
three thousand poimds secured to her (he» 
xnotber'sfortyne), waslefttothe cäre of her 
jnaternal aimt, who lived at Richmond, 
and was, therefore, wholly independent of 
Mr. Percy, and was the only ehild that 
lived outof nine born after their eldest son. 

Mr. Percy had öf course no one to con- 
sult, and having obtained the approbation of 
Mr. and Mrs. Foley, and the blushing con- 
sent of their charming daughter, they were 
happily married, and for several years en- 
joyed as much real felicity as this aubkmary 
world could admit of. Three lovely chik 

dren, two boys and a girl, crowned their 

happines^ 
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h&ppmess, and grew up every thing thej 
eould wrsb. 

About thrce years before the period of 
this introducttön, Mr. Fercy uübarppfly 
caught a cold, by overheating hirnseif in 
hunting, and feil in to a rapid dedtnfc; which 
in five months terminated hiß exiatence, to 
the inexpressible grief x>£ his fedy and 
cbildren. 

£ut Mrs. Fercy had a mirid too strong^ 
and was too sensible of the crime of sinking 
under irremediahle nusfortunes, when she 
bad matcrnal duties to perform^ not * to 
struggle againstr the sorrows of her heart.-— 
She found the efficacy of a pious resigna- 
tion, and the exertion of active duties; and 
thoagh ever feeling her own irreparable loss, 
she knew that l&ss was an eternal gain to 
the dear object of her regret, and she 
bowed in humble Submission to the Dtrine 
WilL 

Her children engrossed all her cares, and 
all her thoughts, and well did their progress 

in 
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in goodness, and evcry requisite accom- 
plishment, repay her maternal anxiety. 

Clara who was the eldest wa4 at this time 
just turned of seventeen ; she was not tall 
enough to be called a fine young wo man, 
but she was a beautiful sylph-like figure, 
and extremely .well proportioned. Many 
girls ane admtred as beatstica/ Clara was 
more than a beauty,— she was ctptivating, 
interesting, intelligent, and irresotible. 

She was not a street beauty, to attract the 
kmpgers to follow and stare at her;— every 
one would say, " That's a lovely giri!" but 
modest, unobtrusive, and retiririg, she 
would soon be forgqftten in the dashing, 
bdd, presumptnous forwardoess of fine 
girk 9 who demand nötice, and covrt 
Observation. 

It was at home, among a small circle ql 
friends, thät the young Clara was admired 
and beloved $ from thence no one withdrew 
Without a prepossession in her favour.— 
She was not, however, "afaultless xnonster, 

which 
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which the. world ne'er saw," she was rather 
too susceptible; her disposition lively, quicky 
and with a tenacity in her opinions when 
called upon to declare them, that was cer- 
tainly reprehensible in so young a girl, and 
was a defect her mether laboured hard to 
correct. 

She was humane, generous, and candid. 
She had readmuch, and proftted by her 
studies> since her understanding was supe- 
rior to the common ran of young people;' 
and unfortunately she was but too sensible 
of that superiority r and from thence ac- 
quired that pertinacity which would not 
y ield to the weak judgment of others. 

It was in vain her mother inculcated the 
graee of ) kl ding to a weak Opponent,, and 
the impropriety of persistance in one of her 
age. 

. *' My dear Mamma," cried die, " I caa 
be silent, but, indeed, when my sentimehts» 
are called for, I cannot be induced to recal 

thenv, 
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them without being convinced they are 
wrong." . * 

" There, my lo.ve, is the; error.— You are 
not easily corwinced^ Clara; and, believe, 
me, though\ the nateifai awfeeUieaa öf your 
temper »engages regard, and tho&gh I äUow 
that y ou havcsotne röspe^t for the opiftions 
of older people, yöt if you afet yourself üp 
as wis^r and better, iüformed than yotfr 
conapanions, yojaAn fact lessen your öwti 
Claims, by seeming to exact thefav— -and in- 
sult your friends, who perhaps have jäot had % 
your opportunstes for ipoprovenaent.-^-And 
in one ward, my dear, a trqly intelligent, 
sensible girJ, öhould be diffirfent, modest, 
aM as unpbtrusive in her ppinions^ as sha 
iavifi her p€tf-sQft. ,f i * : .m> • ! 

" But, Mamrt*a,> I never preöüroe^to offer 
an öpinion. You liave told me to thitib 
before J declare my sentwents, and to ac- 
quke a deciston, a< firnxness of character, 
which^may ,preser«e me frop an instability, 
a frivolity of mind audr^ction, whioh you 
:- .. ••;. " "-." say, 
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say, impedes every prögress in virtue^ are 
the marks of a nlean soul. and renders one 
variable aml contemptible." 

" All this is very trae, Clara, bat yoa 
must draw the Ime bfcfcween ati obstinacy in 
opinion unbecoming one so young, and the 
frivolous indecisiön which has no characte* 
of its own. Yoo majr yield with a graqe to 
the tenacity of others, without adopting 
their sentiments, if they really appear to be 
wrortg ; and this complaisance will do yoo 
more henour in the yudgtoeftt of all sensible 
people than a persistance in argument.— 
You give up contention without a forfeiture 
of your judgment, because it is a vain at- 
tempt to convinee follyof its absurd tty; and 
be assured, that in general those who have 
the least pretension to good sense, are the 
tnost forward and niest tenacious.— Deliver 
your opinion when called upon with amo- 
dest diffidence, it will add grace to a pro- 
priety of thinking ; * but rather decline than 
seek forany controversy, youryouth is a 

sufficient 
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sufficient plea, and yoii will lose nothing in 
the favour of sensible people by ädducing 
ihaiy bs pn apology for an avoidance of 
argwroe*t," 

Clara so tendedy loved her mother, that 
to deserve a reproof from her, waa the se- 
vereat pain to her heart; she detennined, 
therefore, to be more guarded in future* 
She was not blind to the quickness of her 
temper, and had somettTnes regretted having 
said too muck, and blushed for the snperi- 
ority she had assumed over her companions. 
Xet still she was fully sensible of her ad- 
vantages, and found it both difficult and 
mortifykig not to assert them over weak 
and absurd opinions.— In short, Clara had 
the best heart in the world ; the defect in 
her character, waa a coosciousness of a su- 
perior understanding and a better educatiort 
than most of her acquaintance, and on . 
these ad vantages she erected a little altar of 
ranity, that diminished the v^lue of her 

good 
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good qualities, and created envy in the 
bosoms of others. 

Mr. George Percy, one year younger 
than his sister, was a very amiable and sen- 
sible youth, nor was yotrag William at all 
"inferior to hini. — They had not the brilliant 
ünderstanding of their sister, but a more 
sedate and ImproveaUe one ;— they had an 
excellent tutör, and gave promise of doing 
him the highest credit by their learning and 
good sense. 

. They were both passionately fond of their 
sister, and 6be as tenderly love4 therh, their 
bearts were in unison, though their spirits 
did not exactly accord; and a more perfect 
family union could not be, than existed in 
the dwelling qfMrs. Percy. * •• - 

Such were the characters to which onr 
üeutenaht wasintroduced. He was receive«$ 
withlacordiality that delighted»hirri, andan* 
a very fetf minutes the awe and awkward-* 
jiess which had accompanied him, eatineJy 

wore 
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woreoff, and he presently feit him seif at 
home. 

He told Mrs. Pfercy he bad seized the 
only opportunity he should have to accept 
her kind hmtation, though he was a little 
dashed, throking it too soon. 

" It can never be too soon," retumed 
she, " to see a person we esteern; and as 
I pride myself a little upon readmg t(je 
minds of people, I do assure yon, that in 
yoa I am inclined to think I meet an oM 
friend, one whose heart is congenial to my 
own. My children are also prepared to 
love you, Mr. Sanby, the tutor, is ready 
to offer you bis esteem ; judge therefore 
whether yoa could postibty give us the 
pleasure of y our Company too soon.' — 

Fror Thompson, a straager to the graee 
of elocution, could only expresß bis thanks 
in piain, imadulterated kmguagfe, whicb, 
however, lost nothing of ito eflfect with 
minds capable of apprtciatkig tfee eflbskMs 
of a honest heart 

vol. i. F Mrs. 



m 



08 THE CONVICT; OR, 

lyfrs. Percy tpld bim, that anxious tö 
hear of Miss Thompson, she had seilt a 
servänt on .hoVsefcack tö .mäke eoquify of 
her hje^Uh,— " It Was singular enough," 
added.she, ". that yoii. should find a name- 
sake in that popr young woman your hu- 
manity so essentialia relieved." 

" Yes," ret4aru.ed.the lieutenant, LC sure 
enough it dumbfounded me a little; but vvhat 
of thßf , th$ name signifies notbing, since 
we are'all a km, and came.from one pareni 
stock, as my good fethjer used to.'say/' 

• € f Is your fjather ljvulg?" ajsked Mrs. 
Percy. 

" No, and the worse is my Juck; he 
died when I wa# but fourteen jears old, 
and so J lost my best friend atid ad viser, 
nfor he was p good soul as ever broke bread. 
He was a parson, and all the parish loved 
hirp de^rly ; and a .better father n^ver lived. 
My eistest brother is a parson, somewhere 
^ Yörkslnfre, and Vother lad vvent to the 
East Indies. Whether he iä dead or alive 
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I, can't say, because I have not heard of 
hiiji these five yearsj änd as foftKe parsori, 
he never troubled himself about me after 
father died.— I was then left to stand on 
my own bottbm, and steer my course as 
well as I could. Thank God I have done 
pretty well— I owe nothing but good will 
to any man — IJiave not done any thing to 
be ashamed of — and have now got a little 
matter of prize money, which is well dis- 
posed of ;— their lordships have given me a 
commission, which I hope I shall nevqr 
disgrace — and with health, and a good 
conscience, I am as happy as his Majisty, 
God bless htm !^*and have nothing to wish 
for, except it be a better : v^ay of.tiltin^, 
for as I must now<gb;möre antbng ryour 
genteefc fotfcs, I must[ try to leürti 1 more ci*H 
manners. My good father tälight nie tö 
be ctpright, honest, and trugt in God, but, 
poor Söul, he kriew nothing of the manilers 
of the world; however, öhe is never-tao 
oldsto learh." ^'h. ! . .; . t 

F> * "My 
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" My dear Sir," returned Mrs. Percy, 
delighted with his honest frankness, " you 
have an invaluable heart, and a knowledge 
from nature superior to all Xhe polished 
manners of the world— you have humanity, 
and a soul feelingly ative to the distresses 
of your fellow creatures; your intercourse 
with mankind may possibly give more e/c- 
gance to your conversation, but believe me, 
if polite language ahould teach you to dis- 
guiae the native sincerity of your heart, 
you will lose more than you can gain by 
your knowledge of the world/' 

Thompson bowed his thanks, and the 
conversation soon became more general; 
for Mr. Sanby had resided some years in a 
aea poct town, and therefore easily assimi- 
lated himself to the phrases and manners 
of the Iteutenant» 

Clara was extremely delighted ; here was 
t new character for her Observation. She 
was strack with his person, which was 
raanly and attractive, though he had not 

sacrificed 
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sacrificed lo the graces ; and the ingenuoua 
language of the heart,. free frotin the so* 
phisticatton of flattery and fashion, with 
the traits of goodneas in hia disposition 
which her mother had related, altogetber 
gave htm a sort of interest ia her esteein, 
as a being superior to th* frivoloua mannen* 
of the age. 

The famity in general regretted that their 
acquaintance would have ßo speedy a ter-. 
ninatton ; a royage to the East Indira k£. 
eluded a period of time in which a thousand 
fenforeseen oecurrences might intervene to 
impede their hope for an opportunity to 
knprove their intimacy. 

" Such is the common lot of mortals," 
said Mr. Sanby, " we have always sorae- 
thing to wish fcr, and something to regret; 
to enjoy tbe -. present good therefore, w« 
inust be resigned to tbe füture. — Whether 
k be good, or whether it be evil, if auf 
hearts do not accuse us, content and peace 

F 3 are 
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been a sailor, he had never tili then met 
with hearts in unison with his own. 

It had not been his lot to be introduced 
into the society of any females above tbe 
rank of laadlady's; obliged to live on his 
little modicum of pay, and to confine hira- 
seif whoUy to his ship, he had been ex- 
cluded from all expansion of ideas, all pos- 
pibilily of improvemeßt> beyond the advice 
and friendly admonitiöns of the garnier, 
who tbougb a worthy man, was as much a 
straoger a$ himself to the poüsli of genteel 
Society t Aüd if from books he had leamt 
there was a differfent order of beings, and 
a few fine gentlemen, and sorae gay ladies 
had swam before his eyes when he went 
sometimes on shore, yet so far from hold- 
ing converse with such, he was ready to 
cry out with the courtier in the court of 
Lewis the fourteenth,-— " Worship them, 
Thompson, but toüch them not." 

It is extremely probable thät had he 
hnown the fortune and establishment of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Percy, 110 cohsideraüpa woukl heve 
induced him to have made the vitit ; bufc 
that lady and her family posecssed the top. 
tivating ptfwers of roakiog every one in 

their ^ comptoy ea$y* and pleased wHh 
themaelv€$,— aad wr hero feit these powern 
so irresistibfy, that it *e* afte» severel fruit* 
left efforts, ho at fepgth rose, ead vm 
compelled to fcear hiiflsdf Crom the tattc* 
Mr, Sanby and the yeung f^ntlwpen ao 
companied him pert of the way. 

" Well, Clara," aa# Mrs, Perpy, v whtf 
do you thiak of roy traveüiflg friend?^ 
J>}d I H**^ 1j<k> Wghly of bim \" 
_ " By no nieans, tny dear mother, las* 
enchanted wfth him; he ishandeome, 41 
gopd %9re, with an ppeaness pf coun- 
tcnance expressive of the chgrpcter of biß 
mind. Tis true, he ha* not been in the 

CherterfieJd aphool, he )m mt »crifoed to 

> 

ihe jgracea^ ^nd one might wfch hiro to be 
blatte viore poljshed; but even ap he ifc 
with that honest franknew* I shpflld he 

F5 more 
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ttibte pifctod'of Ws attachment, than of any 
kik£-warm tteadt, such as< «mhabit ihe bo-i 
stipr* o£ öur mtghböuringiheaus." / - 

^'^Itadeed-!** mturned Mrs. ffeqcy. "I 
ato ^leäSfe^y ho^Wery Clara^. th#t you can 
. to 1 -* jüSlly 4pp*ecmte *the worth t>f a wofthy 
yöäng'man, fcr such I really think is Mr; 
ifcbri^Bbn^ Mt * äfe to Aea^ and attatk* 
ftä*kte\ f»^ de»*, *it i$ yet tdo'early Tor ydö 
tö b£ prötaÜ Öf any thii%, bfcyönd your ctöri 
endeavours- to ältäin i0 thöse estimable qua- 
litie8, ; \vhtetv tnäjr entitle you to hope Tor 
ttrö kpp$bttkm öf Jwärtby ^eople;"- ™ 
Clara m&te hb ^ply,Jför her BeÄtimen^ 
(Äd Wl tJ e&dci?/y aefcottTwith her dear mäm- 
*n^.^4he 4h6ught hörself Very capable of 
jtiflgitig the valöö of hearttf, and was not 
^ehfeibl^ttfthÄ !adtoirafion , ' , ahe excited* 
«fetfgh"äfcd *öä töbitlbdest tb feötort it^ and 
<hfa&° töö '- vA lieft j*öod : sensfe tt> J be proud cJf 
3if) Alefcp cömplifnents, wWchPfiow and then 
«feaühed hter fcars in <their ; tisits to iPort^ 
JüÄotith atid their-surrootidirtg f^iends. 
oi;hi i The 
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The. artless Thofnpson fräs the first man 
she had ever particülarly regarded; the 
traits of . hjs humanity related by Mrs. 
Pency, jhadJrgreatJy.pr^udioed her in his fa- 
VQur,:for.lAe^^^a^ was " epen a$ day to 
melting charity," and glowed with: bene*- 
voleta(tä ^n4 coropassion for every unfortu- 
näte, fellow creature. Sentiments, there- 
forej sp : pogg£aia]> to her own, h^d spoken 
vpjütrw s?in biehalf of our lieutenant, before 
his oi?nly persoq and undisguised frankne§s 
gave hjm claifps to her notice; she saw hün 
depart with regret, and long after he was 
tp^sing- on-r tljg 5 \yide pcean, Clara ret^inecj 
tbe imfpressipn ip her bosoip pf Xhpmpspp|s 

•p^rscftr^ndgppdpiessöf hearJt..^ ; . ; f% 
. Our herp retugfied to the jinn, and, for 
4kejfr*titM$Q ifihisjife, had his rest brokea 
by the sweet remembrance of the' lovely 
tfcind.-heafted lass, who v playedy ajjcjj s * n g 
like a nigbtijigale.rr"^ He> shquld like to 
kpq\? aJittle moreof such good söuls, for 
hehad:^net wth/none such before in his 

travels 
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traVels through tife ;"— ~howsomever, it sig- 
ttftied aothing to wish, becanse it was not 
vttf likeJy they should meet again, as next 
day he must go abo&rd, enter on new 
duties, and soon be far away from OM 
England. 

J He gave a srgh to tbe memwy of Httle 
Fanny, and her lost mother ; trusted the 
former to Heaven and honest Sam Bar ton, 
with a resolution to rise early, make a bit of 
awlfl to give his Httle girl the prize rooney 
in his agent's hands, and never to desert 
her whilst he had life. 

He -then reverted to poor Miss Mary 
Thompson, whose death he looked upon 
as inevitable.-— His beert upbraided her 
unkind and careless fether, but he com- 
fbrted himself that she would shortly be in 
a safe harbour, and vvant for nothing. 

"But dash my trottons," said he, «if 
this isn't somehow the oddest thing in the 
world, that she and little Fanny should be 
tny namesakes, and both fall aboaihd roy 

quarters, 
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quarters, wifchout any of us being a-kin, ex* 
cept 4>y tfae way of Adam, die great gar- 
dener, in Paradtsel— Well, but what doet 
it signify, if we all came from one stock, 
why tben we must be shoots ftom the atme 
tree, and ' tis our duty to hdp one another«" 

With this incontroverüble truth, dietated 
by nature, aod the milk of human kindnett 
flowing in bis beart, Thompson fielt asleep, 
and sweet were the slünribei* of justice and 
humanity, 

The following day Thompson made bis 
appearance before bis Commander, was po- 
litely reeeived by a captain somethmg 
younger than himself, who had barety 
served his allotted time to qualify him for 
passing as a Heutenant, and sailed one voy- 
age in that rank, yvfren a rapid promotion 
had made him the Commander of a frigate. 

Unhappily, we camiot have every thing 
exactly as we wish in thie life, the Vep- 
geante frigate was ordened to the Easfc- 
Indies, wkh a convoy,— -Captain Delmore 

had 



m 

had no inclination f o the vbyage, he posted 
to London, in the hopc, and with Ja per- 
suasion, thöt a$ a lofd's son, his tnterest 
and consaquenct woiildlindiwethe board to 
c hange, the dfe^ioation ,öf the sbip, or give 
Hhn anoth«tt*~*tBrft he tvas a /i«fe mistaken* 
his requefct was denied\ in a way not per- 
fectly ägreeable, to has feelings, as there was 
a; mixt üre of!<warmlh aqd indignation sliewA 
km fcbe appdicatioö .h'eing made.— He ine;* 
turned to his ship not in the happiest dis* 
posilioxi in the iworW, aöd though he had 
slept upon his disappoiutmient, his mind 
wmlfarii{rt)inhemg> afc ease Wheii hiß r\ew\j 
1fpfjtättiAäie*ttoan£\4md0 hjßnfirsfc, fcow t0 
•Jaitn,: ; ; ■;.■' ■, < < . .. ; .»;, ;;,-. / . j . ». : 

. Politertess wafe ,-habrtual to tlm. Honorabte 
Captain Delmore, who l^ad been eetely initi* 
ated irito. the roost . elegant- söoiety, arid 
therefore, howfever. discoip pqföd fe Jhis 
^pirits, his fltenfliörs ( #ere fashipned by ex- 
teröfcl civility abd caUpnesfr. 

Thompson, 
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Thompson, whose penetration never ex- 
tended beyond the surface of things, was 
extremely well satisfied with his reception, 
took possessio» of his new birth, not a 
little gratified by his Station in the ward- 
room ; and having made his bit of a will, 
and enclosed it in a few lines of hearty good 
will to his quondam inessmate, Sam, with 
love to his wife and little Fanny, he gave 
himself up to the duties of his Station, and 
in twoda,ys äfter they'sailedfor their des- 
tined -porf. Wishing hin) aU the success 
his honest hear t . de^cr ves, we shall l^ave 
Jhirn ta proceed on ^ his long vayäge, and 
take a look in üpon^ the Bärtons and their 
little Charge. 
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CHAPTER IV, 



44 Person* \pith vulgär souls and shallow under- 
Standings are scarcely ever to be set rightj too weak 
for reason, too tenacioHS for intreaty, and too in- 
- Afferent for remonstrance, iWey indoJge a wüy 
absurd pride, aad persist in obtfinacy, a* a proqf 
cf spperiority «od fancied wisdonu" 

9 

jLN a few days after the lieutenant took his 
departure, Mrs. Barton found poor Fanny 
u a very tiresome brat, always in the way, 
and wanting to be looked after."— In vain 
did Barton remonstrate against her un- 
kindness to the child, his gentle help-mate 
soon süenced him in her usual way. 

" Why 
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** Why sure, Sam Barton, you be the 
ungratefullest fdlow alive, to dare for to go 
for to say * word to me, and teH about ill- 
nature and such like.-— Crois, indeed ! yeSs/ 
I was very eroas to be sure wfaen I took you 
from ship-board, gave you myself and my 
shop* when you hadn't raore tban a change 
to your back, and made a gcntlcman of you! 
Fixte thing, tndeed, i( I can't speak as I Kke 
in my own house, after my kindness in 
taking this vagabond child, who has no 
parents to take care of her, and all for little 
or nothing;w^for what's a paltry guinea and 
half a moQth -for her keep?— Why irmny 
folks give twice as much to take Charge of 
a horse.-^ßüt you are never satisfied, Sam 
Barton, yod be the discontentfedest fellow 
in the whole World." 

f { Cotne, come, Mary, say no mqre, don't 
let's quarrel about nothingv I know you will 
be kind to the poor dear little thing." 

" Quarrel !—*-was erer the like of that 
theref^-Do I ever quarrel, youhfle ingra- 

titude 
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titude fellow? — Don't I work like a horse, 
in shop early and late, vvhen you only stops 
now and then to prate away ?.~KÄnd then 
*for to go for to bring that' hcmgry mefcs- 
mate taeat one out of houseanähame,:and 
leave his brat herel-— I shonld bcji^lad to 
know, Sam Barton, what wou'd bccomßd öf 
her, if my foolish good-nature hadü't taken 
her in, and then to talk of UJ-nature and 
quarrelling. — O! youare a vile^ sbocbing, 
barbarous " ^ \ 

." Stop, stop* my dear Mary, I wont say 
a word more, do as you please, don't be 
angry with me, and Fll do evtryotfeing "to 
please you.'* 

" Aye, you had better, I believ^, it was 
well I kept the staffin my ownJiand;— tho* 
you live upon the fat of the land, and 
brought next to nothing towards it, mind 
that, Sam Barton." 

It was quite impossible for poor Sam te 
forjget what he was constantly reminded of 
two or three times a day, if h» ckary was 

out 
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out of humour. — Indeed he had not found 
all the comforts he expected in his u To- 
bacco Warehouse," and had several times 
debated the point in his own mmd, whether 
lopping of ltmbs, att&nding the srck, and 
enduring the war of ekments, were not 
preferable to the eternal upbraidings and 
never ceasing alarm of his wife's tongue, 
which embittered every morsel he eat. 

And this very doubtful point had occupied 
his mind the very morning he met his cid 
jfyp-wate, Thompson ; and when in the 
fuliness of his joy, he hoped the lieutenant 
intended to dine with hilft, he fcrgot at the 
moment, whether he dared to offer him a 
welcome. 

The subsequent addition of little Fanny 
was also an additional rub ; but he had ad- 
vanced too far to retreat, and had only to 
hope that his friend's dress might procura 
him a decent reception, as Mrs. Barton's 
civilities were exactly proportioned to the 
sppearance of those who attended upon her. 

His 
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His bope was tolerably well realized, she 
kept within bounds, though there was ra- 
tker more eolöur in her face than tnere 
eooking would have raised.— What föl- 
fowed, respecting the child T he neither ex- 
pected nor wished (br, but he could not for 
his ovvn quiet, raise any okjecbora to dis~ 
appomt the saaguine hope of the generou* 
Thompson* or the avaricious views of his 
wife* 

Jler present treatment of the poor de- 
aerted little being was auch as he foresaw, 
and all that lay ia his power to countmct 
k was* to be kind' to it hhnself, and engage 
little Salt to do the same. 

The child was one of the best temperedf 
little Creator es that could posaibly be ; after 
a day or two she was perfectly reconeiled, 
called Mrs. Barton Mamma, and would, if 
she had been encouraged, have shewn great 
ibndness for her.— To Barton and Sali she 
was the most playful good-humoured child 

ia 
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tu the world, but she soon learned to fear 
and to dislike her ilMempered protectreas. 

It happened very fortunatety, that the 
day on which the letter frotn Thompson, 
with bis little bit of a will pame to hand, 
Mrs. Bartoo was gone to market* and her 
husbaad resolved she shoold not have po6- 
session of it.-— Her guinea and half a month 
was to be deducted from hia pay; theaeventy 
pounds prize money, Thompson wrote to 
his agent to take care of fdr a little girl 
caUed Fanny Thompson, who the agent 
naturally concluded was the lieutenant's 
child. 

Barton took the first apportanity that 

ofiered to get the will copied, which copy 

was put into the agent's hands, and the 

original he gave, sealed up^and directed, to 

the care of the parson of the pari ah, who 

was a very worthy man. This busineaB 

transacted unknown to the lady, would 

have been the tarne of hm peace had it 

reached 



118 THE CONVICT; OK, 

Teached her ears, but he had enjoined secfesy 
and tha.gentlemen were faithful. 

Thö child had been some months in the 
house, Barton grew every day more at- 
tached to her, and the grateful little thing 
ran after him like a puppy, when onenuarn- 
ing, as he was Standing at the door vvith 
Fanny in his arms, a woman cafne into the 
shop to be served, and he, observing his 
wife busy with another, set the child down 

, to attend his customer, who was a chance 
one, and caine in for an ounce of rappee. 

She looked vary earnestly on Fanny, 
and then on Mr. Barton, who was not ob- 
serving her, at last she said,' — ** Sure I 
can't be mistaken, 1 took such notice of the 

. poor thing that I can't be mistaken, and i 
am sure^ Mr. Barton', you were one öf the 
good souls which took flie little creatufe 
from the wicked woman who. was con- 
demned to die for mnrdef.-^-Yes, I re- 
member all £he whole of it, in the ^ard in 
Newgate. — Well, it was a blessed cha- 

ritahle 
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Titable thing of you and the oiher gen- 
tleman, as the potfr child could not help 
her mofther'sj being a thief and a murderer, 
you know." * ~ . "' ' • 

'Tis utterly imposSible to descrlbe the 
consternation of Barton, whd was : Struck 
absolutely speechless. ' Not so his gentle 
wife, shfe darted fröm behind the counter, 
— • " What's that you say, good woman, x 
did you know the mother of that Hülfe 
girl?" 

■" Me know such a vile hussey ! — Why I 
•növer säw her in nty life but when I Vvent tö 
hea^the sermon that was preached to the 
wicked wretches that were to be~banged, 
•and in the chapel saw Mi*. Barton there, and 
'ahöther gentlemata, and fehen we tarne intb 
the ^ardy and then the vile hbssey who was 
a thief and & nrnnderer/ tmade such a 

* 

screamihg about he* cbfld,i< that at leogth 
r«she faH/d into fitsi, abd the» ,*hd two gen- 
;i4eüittn runned nway> withwtiie.child^ ärÜ 
-ewjsyr bödyi sakfc ifc Msls t veiyl?GbärifcäbLe : öf 
; a . them. 
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wai obljged also to witneas fche ungovtern-: 
able rage and shameful language q( Mus«. 
Barton, who vfasxietailmg her cruel wnklgs 
to the listebingcrdwd, whüe Barton^ o^er-j 
come by shame, resentment/ and a tte^ 
testation ofhis wife's unpardonable violence, 
hftd reUrodtp.Uw baok of the shop, trying 
torfioothe and still tittle Fanny, whose ter- 
ror he feared would throw her inio fits. ' 
• The lady looked at them.m- if Whai a 
tovdry child V* said shc^-'^Prayi may 1 1 eia- 
tjöire the cause of the otnlcTs fright , and all 
tfcisviolenee?" . 

*•• " The story is too k>hg to teil yoa, Ma* 
dam/ 9 replied Bartoo, ff thisiis a poor un- 
happy litde orpbttty whom afeuniane frrend of 
mine, quite a strenger to- her er her family r 
preserved from want and misery, , and pays 
that woman, who I am ashamed to say ist 
my wife, for keeping her.— Somebody^ hak 
toJd her, ihe mother of the child was a; 
very bad woman, and that hto aaji<ijrtly> 
tutaöd her.hpart against the tittle innboent; 
■ ■■'■'■' > I 
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I kpöWuöt what I ahäll do with the dear 
larofy shel fear will use it crueHy." 

The lady drew a card from her pocket,— 
" Take this, if your wife will not be recon- 
ciledto it, or behavesill, bring thechild to 

" Heaven blessycö,- cried Barton, cc the 
ehild is not destitute, ähe has enoügh to pay 
för her makrteiianee." '• 

The mob beginning to disperse, Mrs. 
Bartön ^opetied the " flood-gates of her 
e)ö<ju*6«ö& 4M pwee tnore ägainst berhusbandj 
the stmnger threw a glance ■«€ mgffaWe 
diedäin *ipoti teer,« aftd noddmg kindly to 
•SJutony--* Yoü'li remember^* said she, 
»f>d imtriediktely left the shop. , 
e> !Tfesöede*bat>e! , ßned baffilesrill ättempt 
wt Idfcacri ptiofy— Bar tori ^eas wörked tip : to a 
fim» f ^soltrtioh ätPdn<& to «fröö hfthstff from 
a yoke he could no longer support ; his 
& diiüg>bM4tbi- ttie object bf envy to mäny 
of fatofbidier b>e6smates, had bden tohim A 
eceyf>e'ofJ6ternäl(üsqi>iet, though he had sa- 
j^iijü 62 crificed 
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crificed almost every manly feefcng to Re- 
serve peace— as she pulied, . he had /$£ go f 
until he had na longer a will of his bwii, or 
enjoyed one com for table hour. 

Her cruelty to üttle Fanny was beyoftd 
endurance ; it so indisputably proved the 
baseness of her soul, that nö consideration 
on earth could induce him to reroain dö- 
mesticated with a woman so tfevpid of feel-r 
ing and humanity. 

He resigned bimself to the violence of 
her passion, without attempting to &Uay i t ; 
and this quietude enraged her still more.— 
" How dared he to be so silent— wasn't she 
worth an answer ?— she would have the 
whole story— she woüld know how she !was 
cheated and abused — the mother of the 
base brat she darsd to say was one of hm 
hussies, whoro he supported by robhing 
her." 

Barton made no reply. With the child in 
his arms he took refuge in his bed röoni; 
thither she pursued hiro, and $t length 

burst 
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burst open the . door. Little Sali had 
followed and was begging her to come 
down, when the door suddenly gave way 
to her violent effbrts, and she tumbled 
headlong into the room. # 

A nerghbour, who had by accident come 
into the shop as Mrs. Btff tori flew up after 
her husband, led by curiosity, was listening 
on the stairs, when she heard the violent 
noise and a loud scream. She directly ran 
up, where she beheld Barton with the 
child in his one arm, while with the other 
he attempted to lift up his wife, whose 
nose and mouth were running with blood. 
On seeing the woman, she exclaimed,— • 
" The villain has killed me! — I am 
murdered!" 

~" No, mistress/' cried Sali, " poor mas- 
ter never touched you with his little finger, 
it was you broked open the door and feil in/' 
The poor murdered woman inslantly re- 
covered her legs, and all bleeding as she 
was, feil upon little Sali, tore her cap from 

G 3 her 
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kerhead, and boxed her ears heartily, be- 
töre the other could prevent her. 

The neigbbour, with much difficulty^ 
drerw her from the terrified girl to the con- 
sideration of her own hurts; but turning 
and seeing Barton, who had sunk down in 
* chair, while the child clung'rouftd hia 
neck screaming from fright, the outrägeoua 
vixen raa fowairds th$m $ swearwig sha 
Viovtä be revcsaged,— httt she waß ürwnedi* 

ately la&d hold of by two men, who wem 

i 

eaUed *» by little Sall's saying, " he* nüs-% 
tress would kill them all out rights 

They ran up stairs just in time to take 
her from her purposed vengeance; and het 
dtsappointment, with her loss of blpod and 
ungovernable rage* threw her into fits. 

The sufFerings of Barton cannot he ex- 
pressed ; but leaving Jher to the eare of 
some women to whom her b&d tferaper was 
well known, he left the house wkh all 
«peed^ and proceeded to Broad-Street.— • 
He was there within five miautes after the. 
v * lady 



lady had come home; and being admitted, 
be detaiied the whole of tbe fcregoing 
scene. She was extremely shocked that 
there should exist a being so disgraceful to 
her sex aad huraaaky, and assured him 
that she would protect bis little charge. 

He then related to her that chance had 
thrown the chHd into bis hands, through 
tbe humanity of Thompson, who had found 
her a deserted orphato; mentioned tbe pro* 
Vision he had made for bis prot£g€e out of 
his little modkum of pay, and from th€ 
small sum dearly earned by many years of 
severe diUy* ■'-.-.■■ 

The narration xlrew tears from the lady, 
and tlhe wärmest encomiüms on Thompson. 

Barton then cteclpred bis reaofution to 
separate from his wife, and return U> stek 
his bread on that element, far less turbulent 
than the Storni y passions of the vixen under 
whose ty ranny he had groaned aboveTe ty 
years, in the " saug birth" of a Tdbaccö 
Warehouse. • 

G 4 This 
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This determinate resolution the lady 
could not condemn. She had seen and 
heard enough to jastify his estrangement 
frora such a termagant; and advised his 
present return, to secure what effects were 
justly his own, without diminishing her 
property. She recommended to him by 
no means to let her know in what manner 
he had disposed of the chitd; but to take 
hia bgggage to an iira, and leave it there 
tili night, when he might bring it to her 
house, and rennain in it tili he could procure 
a Warrant from the Navy Board, to obtain 
which he should have her interest* 

Barton with joy and gratitude foilowed 
these directions ; but before he went home 
\}e called upon Thompson 's agent, to for- 
foid the payment of any niore money to 
"W* wjfe, from whom he had been com- 

jlled tg take the child, and place it in the 
:tion of a generous humane lady, who 
[<^fjegularly send for the money, (for 
so she had told him she would do) and 

keep 
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feeep it for Fanny 's use hereafter, bat her 
name must never be revealed. 

The agent kappened to be a just and 
beoevolent man ; and believing the child 
to be the lieutenant's; very readily promised 
to acquiesce in the lady's request, her name 
and character being well known to him. 

Barton having thoa settled every thing 
beyond bis best hopes for little Fanny and 
htmself, sallied home with an eroet head, 
aud an easy mind ; prepared to -weather- 
the Storni which had ultimately conducted 
him into a- safe harbour, with a-prospect of 
favouringgales io launch him once more 
on 1 the great ocean of lifo.- 

When he entered the shop,' little Sali 
with a-woe-hegone face was sitting behind 
the counter ; she expressed her joy at his 
return,—" Mistress is in Ine prlour/* 
said she, " but very bad and mwti 

He opened the door, she wa^| 
low- chair, her head on a pülow, m 
her the neighboor who had wiirm^ffr 

. . ■ G 5 outrageous 
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otttrageous bebjmour.— ". Oh, you vil« 
man ! " exclairued she, as loud as her really 
reduced State would admit of, " you have 
been the death of me, and then ranned 
away when'you had kitled me. Where ta 
that little cursed plague that broüght about 
all the mischief V - 

Without aniwering her, he addressed 
the persod with her. — "Ml». Smith," said 
he, " you well know I never lifted a finger 
against my wife in my life, I would soonar 
diethan-be such a cowardly rascal as to 
strike a woman; nor did I ever say an un- 
ki od word, or uae her ill. I have borne 
such treatment as no man who had fceling» 
would have put up with; — I will bear it no 
longer— I shall leave her this day, and hope 
never to see her more." 

":■ ;';.. ■ " her weakness and disordered 

ftain exclaimed, and abused him 

W/k h[ terms, (though reprimanded 

■pmpaiiion) and again demanded 

.;■ 

~~ "You 
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w You will see it no more^' snid he, 
K I have safely disposed of her, »nd for- 
bidden the agent to pay you one Bhllling 
more on her aocount. I shall now take 
her clothte, and myown, and Uav* y«u for 
ever. I deaire to harre nothirfg frotri'y^i, 
I would not have a rope'a end thät belongs 
to you for the world.— Howerei 1 , ' I- wish 
you no härm, and hope you wilf bfehsVe 
fcetter in future." < ' - ■•'-'■' • i 

If he was- astomshed' at her »Benee!*«. 
ring this long 1 . Harangue, he waa not less 
terrified. The wonran, attentiTe ttf htm, i 
had not observed her, tili hiffsudden ex- 1 
clamation caosed her to turn her "heädf 
when she beheld Mrs. Baiton m a fifr, «c^ 
casiöned by the Violence of ■ her pasiim 
strugglingwith the weaknessof fcerbflBf. 
-' He sent thegirl for a sm-geon who-fiveJt 
just by, and had before attended 
treated ber dieörder tery ligft^ 
was only the effects of intern peralÄ 
and ordering theusual remediea.^WBI^rr. 
In 



# 
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In fact fiiw sood recovered, but for the 

present was unable to exeit the force of her 

eloquence; and he seized the temporary 

ealm to take Mrs. . Smith up staks wilh 

him, white he packed up bis own clothes, 

and the few qecessaries which were the- 

ehild's. — " You are- now witness," said he, 

" that^I take nothbg which Mrs. Barton 

cad call her's. I receivjed six pounds thjs- 

morniag, which with one guinea I had in 

JBfc packet, is all the money I have, or shall 

\akt. ■ She will recollect, I put forty-three 

pounds- into , her lap aoon after I married 

hw. And now, Mrs. Smith, God bless 

jjpu !— Once more I shall trust to the sea, 

as the tesser evil, thari the constant storras 

T --te^ oeen beat about in on shore." 

.J$e theo tpok up his tmnk, snd with her 

Resistance carried it into the shop; and 

sent the girl for a coach, he stept 

ife, who thongh scarcely able to 

kfaer words, was still abueing him, 

his 
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his ckeatirig mess-mote, and the vile huz- 
sey's brat ! 

He told her what he had done, to which 
Mrs. Smith was a witness. — "I have not 
rdbbed you of a farthing, — I leave you 
better off than when I married you, and I 
now. begin the world again, and. hope to 
get peace, and a crast of bread ; which will 
be far better than the best dinner I have 
ever shared in this house. Mary, amend 
your life, subdue your passions., and Hea- 
ven bless you." 

He hastily left the room as a coach stopt y 
put m bis trank, and drove from the door 
to Wöod-Street. At an inn thcre he Fested 
tili night, when bagand baggage he pro- 
ceeded to the house of the noble-minckd 
Mrs, Fitzwillianij the protectress of his 
little Fanny. 

In le$s, than a week, by tbeiritarest of 
this lady, Barton obtained a Warrant S^&tei 
mate to the surgeon, on bqard ofa, 
four gun ship, and was by her bounty 
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ply supplied with every necessary to mate 
hini comfortable in his Situation. 

She a« su red him that his humane consi- 
deration of the poofr orphati, and his pa~ 
tient "forbearance onder his wife'a ill treat- 
ment,. had gvven him an ioterest in her 
esteem, which she hoped would hereafter 
place him in a better Station; but having 
been so long out of practice, a subordinate 
one, for the present, might better answer 
her views to serve htm. 

Barton was exactly of a correspondent 
opinion ; he took leave of her with a truly 
grateful heapt, embraced and shed teara 
over little Fanny, and begged she might bei 
taught to lisp the narne of Thompson whert 
she could talfc. 

He very wisely, however, reflected ön 
the prejudicesofmankind. White thechild 
was in his arfns, when he v first waited on 
Mr s. Fitzwilliam, he said — u The child was 
an orphan, a namesake of his friend's, who 
saw her mother taken from her by death, 

and 
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and had imrnediately adopted her, fron* 
the purest fiumanity,. and the stränge 
story trumped up by bis wjfe was an Ima- 
gination of her own„" 

Whether Mrs. Fitzwilliam believed the 
story to be itnaginary, is not to the purpose, 
die saw it was a helpless orphan whom ife 
was the bighest act of oharity to rescue 
fromsiK^h an unfeeling violent wo man; and 
if there was a mystery attached to the poor 
tbing's birth, she did not desire to seek 
into it.-^-The child was lovely and inter* 
esting, thrown on the wide ocean of life 
without any natural protectors, it therefore 
olaimed her compassion and was sure to 
obtain it. 

Thompson's agent was acquainted witht 
theresidence of little Fanny, and the narae 
of her protectress, that satisfied Barton; 
and he proceeded to Portsrnauth with a 
light heart, and a tnind more at ease than 
he had experienced since the first nionth 

. ,. > -\ that 
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that he became thö- nominal master of * 
fohacco Warehouse. 

Mrs. Bar ton, when recovered from her 
temporary illness, was nearly distracted in- 
mind at the desertion of her husband, . the 
carrying off of Fanny, and the loss- of -her* 
guinea and ä half- a month,- besides other 
expectancies. So many concurrent cause* 
to irritate a disposition like her 's, pre-dis- 
posed to yiolence, had all the effect that 
tnight be expected; and though she häd no 
more fit$, her rage and abuse lasted many: 
days, tjll .her neighbours and customers* 
ahut their ears against her* 

Neither curiosity nor encjuiries gäve her 
any light relative to the disappearance o£ 
Barton; and she was compelled at length to 
give upa fruitless seareh,and content her-^ 
seif with invective, and threats of making. 
him pay dearly för his'baseness \ti de&erting 
a good industrious wife, because she had> 
discovered the vile ipnpösition put upon her 
by two such base men, 

Day 
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Day affcer day she watched for the return 
of the woman, whose ready recollection had 
been the cause of this i€ terrible break<-up 
of domestic cpm fort/' for such was her 
complaint ; — but she saw her no raore. 

She called, however, at Newgate, to 
make enquiries about the mother and 
child, but nobodyjseemed. disposed to at- 
tend to her, and she gained little nftore 
Information than the woman had aftbrded 
to her, — " That the mother was a thief and 
a murderer, *and died in the prison the * 
night before she wasto have been executed.*' 
To this intelligence she added her own 
embellishments, and poor Barton was c<m- 
demned by her as an accomplice, who had 
ßedfrom her to avoid farther discovery <of 
his wickedness. 

"Tis thus that stories are promulgated, 
tending to destroy the reputation and 
wound the feelings of the innocent. — A 
mixture of truth and falsehood, blended so 
as not easily to be separated > are by base 

and 
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and invidious persans wantonly sportfed to 
the world; and characters are often irrepa- 
rably injured before they are known to be 
m danger — since *tis a sad truth, that 
mankind are but too well disposed to credit 
evil reports, and give thero their puss from 
one to another, with every aggravation ma- 
licious fency can invent. 

We shall now, with mach pfeasure, take 
feaveof Mrs. Barton, and leave her to the 
solitary comforts of her tobacco warehouse, 
* the pleasures of invective and fruitless ex- 
pectatiqp, with the sorrowful regret of 
losing her monthly pay, and look back on 
our naval hero, who had sailed with pros- 
perous gales> lively hopes, and a heart M\ 
ofjgood-wfll to all mankind. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 



14 It is painful to the last ctogrie to paint a man in the 
dark shades whtch his vices have cast upon bim; 
yet when it serves the purpose of making" vicious 
principles^detestable, it carrics its own excuse with it, 
and ntay prove a usefiil lesson." 



i 



T was the third day after the Vehgeance 
sailed, t hat Thompson, retiring earlier frora 
the dinner table, being not yet so well ini- 
tiated in the free use of the bottle, as to 
venture beyond hisglasaof grog, recollected 
the manuscript given tp him by the un- 
happy mother of hislittle prot6g6e. Taking 
it from his trunk, he seated himself to pe- 
ruse the papers which he had hitherto been 

too 
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too much engaged to pay the requisite at- 
tention he supposed they might claim from 
their bulk. Nor was he mistaken, as the 
roll contained tnany sheets of paper to the 
following efFect. — (The solemn appeal to 
the person into whose hands they might fall, 
has already been mentioned.) 

" The crimeSy the wrongs, and sorrpws qf 

Ellen. 

t€ Whoever thou art r whether man or 
woman, into whose hands these papers are 
committed, may they impress on your 
heart the sad story of an unhappy, betrayed, 
and too credulous female, who was once 
good; virtuous, and well-disposed; who 
loved virtue and abhorred vice, but who 
was drawn into dishonour, shame, and 
guyt, not through a depravity of heart, but 
by deceit, perfidy, the credulity of affec- 
tion, and the turpitude of . an abandoned 
wretch, whose crimes are now before tfaa 
^•cye of a just>and avenging God. 
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By bis holy and unchangeabte decree, 
we are taught to believe, ^ that he wlljuäge 
us, as uie have perfbrmed our duties to oor 
fellow creatures r and that retributive justice 
will assurediy follow öur göod or evil deeds/* 
Think then, O, man! how gfeat will be thy 
condemnation, how severe, how bitter thy 
punishment> who, by the most false de- 
lusive arts] by a profanation of vowe, of sa- 
cred oaths, and a viofetion of every tie, of 
every dtity which bjntis rhan tö his fdlow- 
cfeature, shall sedoce virttfe info vice ; de-; 
ceive the unsüspeqjting heärt of inftöcence, r 
t ob a parent df a duteoiis child, heap sor- 
fow, shätob, ahd dtegtafcfe on the Woäty 
head of ägey eueid fey WftövM gMätiühi 
pliinge>a5 uätasppy deluddd ! tfetita» tatö s 
drcadfuli gul^h bf >gilfty- borro^' and 
madness! i r..' *, >\u <>■•••.;•:> L.-.v • ':;v 

' '* Oh ! thafc > th|s hörrid >ta)e n)äy impresfl 
an awfüi lissbn on tte itiinds of thfe yoöng 
and inexperiencediertiÄte-Uthat it tt&yteacfr 
herto ishun the voiee of delusion, the arts of 

assumed 
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Qtmmtd tetaderrie&s, the specialis reasöning, 
o$ths> and Vows af P the vile jsedueer, who 
aeeks to dratv hier from fhe patenaal roof, to 
violate the first great duty ijnplattfed in our 
hearts, o£ /k>ye and filial duty, and to spurn 
from her sight, . that wrefach 'who seJfishly 
prefershi? ow» gratification to her horiour, 

self-respöct, qnd, the datiea impostfd by 
religion, yirtüe, and gratitude ; t he violalion 
$£ which will, n>e$|; as$tiredly plunge her 
iitfö'-viog*; ^h^ßa^i irepentanfee, ;»afcd ,re-, 
tnprse — r^nao^se, ( iof ;*U human miseriea 
the ipost bfitt^r, la$tf ng, and **ii*n&ailihg ! 
z ic My tan*,? t«aff:.Zo4r:froib-thiB.^mpmc!Dl 
i^y ifleal^ he^t, ^and erring feet fotsook the 
h«i*g \qf t m jf , «far! iad i^lge^t : pare9is •; infty ist 
»nJfc&UfcpbJwnqn withrne, ^tid beno naserfq 
remembeffl§U — r J Tig* ithe^ lost ilrihappy 
writer will expire without her real nkne 
hein^ known 3i[s ofte seiureej of donisdlatron, 
au4 ^he \ pfctyr mark itf; respect I . cAn , *ver, 
«hfiw to.« rfcreited-relative. ; i L; ; 
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•* My &ther . inheritod e small paternal 
estate o( six bnndted a year, it mhtters not 
in what county ; and at an early age raarried 
an amiahle wotoan of respectable connec- 
tione, : • mth threc ^housaud pomuds^ wfrich 
was settkd lipon yauriger dhildrftn. n - ! I 

4€ After bis marriage faö wäsdesiroas td 
imprQVe bis* estate, 'for the benefit of a 
probable encrease tö his fam^y,' and in a 
few years succeededJtohis «Mish* 
" My &ther*häd befcn, as a'«econd son, 
educated for the charcb* bot his dder bro~ 
ther dying beforei&e matt bfage.to iake 
ordere, and hiriinclirngtioii bring Hecidedly 
ibr & - qiikt , üaunfeey lüfe; AntL ofeifnrai&y. \ he 
retiumeü ita>hi$ fkther,' anc^äucceeded him 
very soon after in his patetonil esfcatfc. ' 

*ä iMy rTOötber had r iroracHildhdaid* bfcen 
educated by a maiden aurit, 'of good sense 
and ^trict prinbiples,: i jfarrfmrfi thte metro,- 
polrs, and veryf f bttle aceustomed' kr Com- 
pany. ; :it •- vvas ati a.watäring^place, where 
the ill health of her aunt brougtotiiby veno* 

.,-;0 '* l ^ er j 
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» « 

ther, tbafc my &ther first saw her, and a 
redprocal affection was the consequence of 
freqaent interviewe. 

" His offers were deemed unexception- 
aWe, and the qld lady advanced the money 
I have mentiöned, withia verbal prochise of 
twice as innehat her death. 

*!* Thhi ydung couple were mäfried, and 
wheh,afcout\to,returfi to their hörne, both 
were desiroue Jheljäimt, shanld aceompany 
themi but ehe objected to that plan, äs she 
wisHed to> go r to her own hoiise, settle all 
her affeira, and then reside with them en- 
tirely . To rth& design, f as: shiari häd wi th her 
an o|d and icodficfentiil vsdrwant, mhose in- 
tegrity wasindis^ntabie^Lttfiey fcolilü : niake 
no objectifiö4 itmfc fcq beihriefxft* the spbv 
ject,f tfftthiti 'three weeks äftei ithßirretötn, 
the äuhfcforgot ^Hiher-vowÄ of celibfeoyi, arid 
married ifue rlaw^eri toho had : drawn up hry 
motherte nöarriage Settlements cohsequently 
ewery/'futurß expectatiür* from her iwas wa- 
nished intö aic . -: ;,:;):', !' 

« One 



- . ( 



f 



\\ 



t 




NAVY LIEUTENANT. U5 

u One child, who saw the Hght two 
years before mysdf, were all the children 
my dear mother ever bore, and neverwere 
children more idolized, or parents möre? 
indulgent. 

" Oh, that I could dwell for ever on 
this eärly period of my life! — My heart 
throbs änd my hand trembles to record 
the sad reverse of dornestic happiness, fated 
to be destroyed by an unhappy, infatuated 
wretch, who forgofc in an evil hour her 
duty to God, to her parents, and to herseif? 

«" I was jüst'tilrned of seventeen, waä 
what the world calls tolerably accomplishedj 
with more thän ü tolerable person* I may 
say it now, I cannot be suspected of vahity 
in these dreadful moments, if I should as- 
sert thtft I wafi at that time, generally al- 
lowed to bea very lovely young vvoman, 
not devoid of understanding, or good hu- 
fripur; with a humane and ausceptible heart* 
ä stranger to the de] nsions of mankirtd, and 
, vol; i. H little 
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So lost, and so iamented J— -But whtther do 
I wander ?— Let nhe try fco proceed. 
' " A dreadful oold appeared to have set- 
tled on my mather's luqga ; my father, ex- 
tremely a]armed > urged a joumey to the 
Hot-Wells, and strcngthened by the ad- 
vice of die physician, he prevailed on her 
to set off at a very short notice. I was to 
accompany her, for we h&d riever been se- 
parated for a Single week; and however 
trying to my father to lose " both of his 
darlings," anxiety for the health of a be- 
loved wife superdeded every other con- 
sideration* •■ 

" We had not be^n more than ten days 
at the Welk, kefore tny dear mother de- 
rived beneßt froin the waters; 0nd I had 
the heart-ftlt delight bf conveying such 
Information to my father, as inspired hope, 
i» and gralitude tpHeaven. 
**.'*'Ia the hext hoüse to the one we 
lodged in, refided the Right Honourable 
Lord G— -. Oh ! what a perversioo of 

4 

H 2 words ! 
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words! — Right Honourable tobe attached 
to the name of the mo6t base and profli- 
gate of mankind. I häd seen him several 
times at the Wells ; he had paid us marked 
attention, and shewn several little civilities 
to my beloved mother, which gave him a 
title to my respect and complaisance. 

" He was about six and twenty, tafl, 
elegantly formed, a countenance, if not 
remarkably handsome, yet more than 
agreeable; it was intelligent and expressive, 
from the finest eyes I ever behdd, with 
manners so polished, so captiyating, as 
could not fail of engaging the regards of 
all those he was solicitous to please. 

" What a being was this to be thrown 
in the way of a very young and inexperi- 
enced girl, brought up in the school of 
virtue, % integrity, and every social duty ; a 
stranger to deeeptive arj^, grateful for 
every mark of attention shewn to a beloved 
mother, who, as well as her poör daugh ter, 
judged with candour and liberality of man- 
kind, 
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jkindj from the worthy hearts in her ovvn 
little circle. Unsuspecting of evil, afcd 
pleased with the open friendliness of Lord 
C — 's conduct, whose assiduity to her 
seemed to proceed solely from principles 
of humanity, (so guarded and deceptive 
was bis behaviour) this dear mother frankly 
gave him her esteem, and admired the 
goodness of his heart, and the rectitude of 
bis principles; — while the base insidious 
villain was forming schemes to~destroy all 
her worldly happiness, to reduce an inno~ 
cent unsuspecting girl beneath the meaneat 
of her sex, if virtuous, and blast the fond 
hopes of paternal fondness, by a degra- 
dation of its object,— a millipn times more 
wounding to the heart than the stroke of 
death; which if it annihUated hope in this 
life, would haye left a sweet remembrance 
of fiHal virtue, and the consoling idea of 
meeting in a better world. The tears of 
parental tenderness would have embalmed 
her grave, while tirae, and a Submission to 

H 3 the 
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the will of Heaven would bavfe ameliorated 
tlie sorrows of Christian parents. - 

" Th» dear consottng hope I wrested 
from them for ever, and wceived, instead 
©f blessings, deserved ex^crations;— in one 
unhappy hour I became a wretched deluded 
creature, a guilty parricide, a disgrace to 
inj family and sex, an outcast by the world, 
~-atui the climax i*~ « horrid, thameful 
<destb!f! 

" Y«, «neb will be my last closi&g eeene, 
«ach the expiation I must make for my 
many crimes!— My brain turns, I must lay 
«iown my pen. 

M Though guilty I am not hardened* 
*orrow, remorse, and deep contrition, wiH 
I humbly hope be accepted at the- throne 
of grace;—- tkere mercy will not spurn the 
truly repentant »inner,, though the cf-uel 
worid shut their ears and hearts againet an 
erring feöovr-crefature. : 

" I hate addressed myself to-an all-mer* 
ciful Being, am a little more compoSed, and 
'j , > - hasten 
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kästen to resume my sad narrative, white 
I have powers to recottect, and to write. 

" Lord C— was attending an uncle, 
whose declining health had brought him tö 
the Wells, and within a few days after his 
arrival, had been attacked with a violent 
rheumatic gout, vvhich conltned him wholly 
to bis apartment; his nephew, therefore, 
wandern! about in search of amusement, 
and most nnhappily fhred upon me as the 
fcbject of bis pursuit. 

" Hfe characler was tbat of a consammate 
hypocrite. At the earliest age he had ac<- 
quired a command ov er his passions, a 
systenvof deception which blinded the eyes 
of all those whose authority and good opi- 
nion were of consequence to his establish- 
ment in life; and white he imposed on a 
worthy relative, to the entire exclusion of 
bis eider brother, who possessed the estates 
and titles of their father, in private, in dis-- 
guises, equally shameful to his rank and 
trery principle of honour, he became an 

Hi adept 
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adept in tice, and at five and twenty was 
devotd of every sentiraent of huraanity, 
every respect to the laws both divineand 
human, and vvith a callosity of heart scarcely 
credible, hekl the language of truth, virhie, 
and feeling, to impose on the world and 
secure his victims. , 

" Such a deviation from rectitude, inone 
so young, may appear an exaggeration in 
character, and an outrage on truth ; but, 
alasl that such a being does exist, I hsve 
fatally been convinced^ and 3hall ; eeal the 
jponviction with iny fp* fcat$d Hfe. .,.'•' 

" A nevv objecto in a certain style pf life, 
ahove the commonality, issure.to attract 
potice in all those places of public resort, 
whether in pursuitof health or of pleasure, 
I soon found myself very particularly dis- 
.tinguished, and among others hy Sir G'\U 
bert Mervin, who, knowing xv\y mother's 
family, and several of her juvenil^ ac- 
;qu?intance, made himself knowq, and was 

recognised 
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recognised by her in the light of an cid 
friend. 

" This gentleman was ncar thirty, and 
"was generally esteemed as a very handsomc 
man.' He had truly every amiable trait in 
bis disposftion which Lord C— so ostenta- 
tiously displayed ; his character was that of 
a worthy country gentleman, who, follöwing 
the examples of his forefathers, preferred a 
residence in the country, among his te- 
nantry y to the gay frivolities of London» for 
the dissipated amusements of which he 
had', happily, notaste. 

" Sincere, upright, generous, and hu- 
mane, the preference of a heart like his, 
eonferred a distinction, and courted ac- 
ceptance. Why, why, was I too late con- 
vinced of his worth, and miserably awakened 
from the blind confidence reposed in the 
most dissimulative, basest of mankind!— 
Alas! that an error in judgment, the delu- 
sion of the senses, in an unadulterated mind 
at severtteen/ should be so severely pu- 

H 5 nished, 
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nished, tnd one fafoe step not only blast her 
fame, but by an imperceptible gradation 
sink her into a'vortex of crimes which con- 
ctacts her to a premature grave I 

" But how I digress,— forgivej ye who 
peruse this paper* forgive the wanderings 
of a tortured heart, and a distracted heacL 

u *Tis with a deeply humbled pride that 
I now oientton the general admiration 
which followed ray appearance in the rooms» 
It was not in human nature to be insensible, 
©r wholly devoid of vanity ; I confess (hat 1 
feit a proud grcttißcation in my triumph 
4we?- many titlcd and lovely young toomen. 
Kor can it be wondered at, if a fond mo- 
iher, altnost aa new to the world as her 
girl, should he no less delighted witfy the 
aliöost adoration and, regpect which at- 
tended me evefy where,and drew on several 
applications to her for permission to address 
her daugllter. 

" My mother's answer tö all, except Sir 
Gilbert Mervin, was, that I was 4oo ybung, 

and 
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find too litüe acquaiated vrith tfae warJd, to 
be decided in roy 'choice as yet; that aha 
eould not encourage any pretensions, bow« 
evcr honourable, as we should return hörne 
to my respectable father, whose approbation 
br rejection would entirely guide her-chotce^ 
and doubtless haw ite due influence oyer 
Übe mind of his.danghter. , 

"Amoqg the several pretendert toiny 
ikvour, Lord C— alooc lematned süefii; 
whilst by crery sbew of tenderoesB, every 
faacinating art, he sought insidiously to 
ßteal into nny heart, and by exeiting an anxi- 
ety on my part fbr an open avowal of bis 
passion, pkjue both my love and pride to 
add him to the list of my admirers. » 

"Alas! he knew every avenue tt> the 
female heart, mine was seduced before I 
knew it was in danger. — Unadulterated by 
art, unsophisticated by fashion, and a 
oranger to the deceptions of base unprim- 
eipted m$n, I was unprepared to resUt the 
iafectiws tendernes*, the persoasive elo- 

quence 
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qnence of melting sounds, or the irresisüblc 
and undescribablelanguage of eyes bea tri in g 
seftness and admtration, — and in the inter- 
mediate period of . ray mother's convales- 
cence, the heartof her unhappy daughter 
was irrecoyerably lost. > 

.," When in the presence of that dear 
deSrparent, his hehaviour was so guarded; 
that she had no ideaof any in teil igen ce sub- 
ßistingbetvreen us; and modesty kept mefrora 
betraying my own parttality, or unfoldittg 
to her the nature of my fedings.— Miser- 
able error ! injudicious delicacy ! a confi* 
dence in my beloved panentwould doabtless 
have preserved me from ruin> disgrace, and 
death! . .. ; 

" When this dea* mother referred every 
Application to myfather, my guileful be- 
trayer took advantage of her declaration. It 
was then unnecessary to make an open 
«vowaj of his passion to any but my father, 

and the particular Situation of his uncle, 
forbade any immediate application, from 

• motives 



ii 
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moüves of delicacy, and something of ih- 
terest, the fortane of hte oncle being very 
considerable ; and, as old men were capri- 
cious^ it was possible he tnight take offence, 
that his nephewshould engage in an affair 
of the heart, when he was on the bed of 
sickness. 

Every word he nttered, was to ^ne 

confirmation strong as proofs of Holy 
Writj" my confidence was as unbounded 
as roy love was sincere. — I admirecf, I re- 
vered the amiable manners, and apparently 
göod heart of Sir Gilbert Mervin, I res!- 
pecked and esteemed him, but I could go 
no farthef ; for I saw every distinguishing 
feature in his character, in a brighter point 
of view in Lord C — 9 with a fascinating 
tenderness and adulatory language, such as 
the other disdained to use, but which 
were both tob gratifying to a vain girl of 
seventeen. 

."'The time ärrived for our departure, 
before which Lord C— had completely 

gained 
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gtined over the gjrl whp attended us tö Im 
interest, and $eUfei our future, corrcs- 
pondenee.— Through hör means we had- 
peveral private interview*, in one of which 
he drew from me a sefenan vow not tcr 
»ention our mutual passian to etther of< ray 
parents, until he wäsat liberty openly to* 
cl^ni my band from nÄy father^ assigning 
#8 a reason for such a request,- the caprice 
and pride of an cid man, and the probable 
]o8s of an immense property, which he* 
hoped one day to shaie wUh i»y angel-setf. 
But if, contrary to expectation, his uncle 
ikould recover, he' would then freefy con- 
fess his sentiments, and had no doubt, but 
in happier hours, when freed from the 
peevishness of pain and disease, his uncle 
Would acquiesce, and not withhold his con- 
sent for the happiness of his n^phew. 

" What sophistry was this !• — Alas ! it had 
every thing in it, bii truth, which could 
iropose upon a fpnd un$uspectirrg heart. I 
readily gave credit to all,— vowed I would 

be 
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be his, and only his, and that neither per- 
suasions nor threats should tear me fron* 

him. 

" His jealous eye had penetrated intp 
the secret vvishes of Sir Gilbert, he knew 
his merits, and saw that he was a favourite 
with my mother. — Without, therefore, 
giving me the least hint of Sir Gilbeft's 
affection, of his interest with my mother, . 
or the probable influenae he might obtain 
in his pretensions to my hand, he always 
6poke of him as a good bind of man, Sin- 
gular and un&shionable, but an honest 
country gentlemad, — änd these soft of 
negative praises were given in a cold care- 
less way, as if Sir Gilbert Mervin was an 
object of little consequence, and scarcely 
noticed by him; and of course / esteemed 
this " good sort ofman," without giving 
him the least interest in my heart. 

" When we left the Wells, it was with 

inconceivable difficulty that I could tear 

myself from Lord C — > without a discovery 

of 
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of my feelings ; but he had taught me art, 
and gave me a lesson for my conduct, in the 
painful observance of which I so over acted 
my part, that only my dear mother's con* 
fidence in her ungrateful daughter could 
have shielded me from suspicion. 

€t She very cordialty thanked Lord C— 
for bis many civil! ties, and requested, ifi)u- 
siness or pleasure should ever bring him 
into our neighbourhood, that he would 
honour us by a friendly visit. 

" He assured her, u it was one of his best 
Hopes that he should soon avail himselfof 
her polite invitation." 

" This answer I interpreted in my own 
manner, as alluding to his open pretensions 
to my favour, and it in some degree sof- 
tened the pangs of parting. 

€t Sir Gilbert was our escort, for my 
mother had accepted his offer to attend us 
home. I saw then that he was a decided 
favourrte, and I am asharned to confess that 
prfference gave him no additional claims 

to 
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to mine; one object only occupied my 
heart, and Swallowed up all other regards, 
for I found even the warm embraces of a 
beloved father, which used to give me the 
bighest transports, now^scarcely created the 
slightest emotion, and I feit glad to retire 
tö my apartment, and converse with Nelly, 
vvho alone knew of my engagementa to 
LordC— . 

: " From that hour I may note the date of 
my future wretchedness, for I was in the 
power of a mercenary hircling, who was the 
depositary of my secrets, and assisted me to 
deceive my parents. 

" Oh ! shöuld it so happen that these 
pages fall into the hands cf young inex- 
perienced females, let them hear my warn- 
ing voiqe, as Jram the grhve. Let theai 
bewareof the specious seducer, who would 
withdravv the confidence of a child from 
her mpther j — fly, fly from ewtry attempt 
made to separate you from that unalienable 
duty and gratitude due to your first and 

best 
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best friend, and be assured r that the mo- 
ment in which you are drawn into a clan- 
destine coirespondence, is the last &f your 
frariquillityl- — peace will for ever leave your 
bosom, and an imperceptible gradation into- 
guilt, follow the breacH of filial duty. 

€ * The tenderness of maternal Iove may 
become a consolation and a eure for taost 
of the evils of life, but woe to tbatunhappy 
being whose crimes häve robbed her of that 
taered resoarce against the perfidy öf man* 
Itmd,. öfr tfie ismtvoklable luisfortbii&i at* 
teched tö safFeringlmmanity I ' V 

" When tortured by filial ingratltüde, by 
* conseious sense of having embittered tHe 
Kfe, and added to tke sotenm scene of deatlv 
the heart-felt sorrow of an unworthy and 
iegenerate- ' daughter,— -gracious Heavenf 
whene canthe miserable guilty wretch turn 
fos com fort?; where fly frorn the gnawing 
Valture's tooth, sharpened by remorse and 
Boul-harrowing reflection ! ! ! " f 
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CHAPTER VI. 



* No more tothe* the joyobs morn appear» 
4t That led.the tranqnil hours of spotleas fiu»4 

** For thou hast steep'd a father's coueh in tears, 

44 Andting'd a mothcr's glowing cjieak withshame * 

" T 

JLN a very few days after our return to 
that habitation once so dear to me, I rc- 
ceived, through the medium of Nelly, a 
letter from Lord C — , breatbing the very 
sonl of tender ness, cönjurmg me to remem- 
ber my solemn engagement, and aritici- 
pating the expected deltght of meeting, to 
pay the torturkig pangs of absence. — But it 
is unnecessary to repeat the cömmon-place 

language 
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language of artful <Iesigning lovers;«— my 
inexperience in deception, rendered me an 
easy eredulous dupe, and every sentiment 
was treasured in my hearU 

• c Sir Gilbert, mean time, whose bosom 
glowed with a pure and ardent attachment, 
whose love was accompanied with difficjence, 
and his very desire to please, threw an air of 
confusion and restraint in his manner that 
by no means prepossessed me in his favour, 
elated as I was by vanity and a false con- 
fidence in an ardent impetuous lover.— This 
truly amiable man, encouraged by my pa- 
rents, who justly estimated his character, 
pxerted himself in endeavours to gain my 
approbation, and make himself an interest 
in my favour ; but my heart was closed 
against him, and the coldqess of my man- 
ner, too unequivocally convinced him of 
wbat he had before suspected, that I was 
attached to Lord C— , though he had too 
jpuch honour and delicacy to mention his 
suspicions to my pareuts. 

"One 
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One morning my father and mother 
came into a small parlour I had been al~ 
lowed to call my o#u, the former said,— > 
they were come to make me a visit.— 
As this was not vetyuncommon, it never 
entered my head they had particüiar mo« 
tives, until, after some desultory conver- 
sation, he mentioned Sir Gilbert Mervinj 
in terms of high eommendation, in wtiich 
I unaffectedly joined ; för I had, as I have 
observed, an esteem for him, though affiec- 
tion was otherwise disposed of. 

" My mother then told me, with plea- 
sure sparkling in her eyes, that he had re- 
quested perrpission to address me, and she 
was delighted to find I thought so highly 
of him. 

" This broiight on an explanation on my 

part, and an absolute refusa) to accept the 

offer of Sir Gühert's hand . They were ex- 

tremely surprised at my peremptory manner; 

both alternately urged me to reflect, to be 

less decisive, and to admit him as a cä»*> 

didate 
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<€ Oh, n^erJet Aer wattig voice plead 
in vain, — 'tk^the V«Hce oriiature's God, 
and to disregard it, is the first step towards 
guilt, remorse, and wretchedness! 

€€ But I surmounted the shock of iny 
feelmgs, and simpty assured my beloved 
parent, equivocally, that I had too rauch 
pride to have a particle of regard for any 
man who had not a decided preference für 
me; but that, in short, I was very young, 
I wished to See more of the world, and re- 
quested Sir Gilbert would think no more of 
me, since as a husband I ^vould never re- 
ceitle him. 

" Neuer!" repeated my mother, " ah, 
my dear girf, I fear, much I fear, yöu are 
notcandid; y«ou do not act generously to- 
wards a mother, whose every hope of hap- 
piness* is centered in you. Reflect, my 
beloved child, let my heart be the repo- 
sitary of your secret; there it shall rest if 
ypu wish it, but do not deprive me of your 
confidence. I will leave you, your own 

feelings 
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feelings and gpod seäse will direct you to 
what is right, if you do me justice, änd fol- 
low the admonition of your conscience." 

" She rose to leave me, the tones of her 
voice, and tHe sorrow inMyinted on her 
featurcs overcame me, — I Wfrst into tears. 

"" Oh/* satd she, embracing me, u these * 
are precious drops ! they restore my child 
to confidence in her mother!" 

" Just Heaven ! what a selfish narrower 
of the heart is love! — that löve which im- 
properly indulged soon teaches its votaries 
reserve, if not dissimulation ; and imper- 
ceptibly siides into errors the mind would 
have rejected ^ith horror. 

€X Hbw eise coald I have withstood the 
tender inquietude of maternal anxiety, and 
silenced the voice of nature, to hold fast 
my rash and indiscreet vow to Lord C— - ^ 

" My dear mother waited tili the first 
burst of tears were abated ; then pressing 
my hand, said, — u Speak, my child, con- 
fide in me." 

VOL. I. I " I 
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" I bave nothing to confide ; I have no 
secrets, nothtng to disclose, but my abso- 
lute aversiön to Sir Gilbert Mervin as a 
husband." 

" My mothö dropped my hand ; she 
sighed, and iBfer a little pause, with an 
^nguished look, saic}, — " If, as I now 
begin to fear, ypu havea prepossessipn in 
favour of Lord C — , you will do well to 
consider tbe improbability of any honour- 
able connection with him. His family are 
not less distinguished by pride than by 
rank; his dependance on a proud, avaricious 
uncle is well known, and if hehas sought 
to engage ypur affections unknown to me, 
he.has shewn a defalcation from honour 
and principle, which entirely deprives him 
of my good opinion, and ought to make 
you despise him, or any man, who seeks 

to draw a young woman from the duty she 

> 

♦ owes to her parents." 

" She stopped — I was silent — she re- 
sumed, — "New to the world, my child, 

you 
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you may have been led into an error by 
the artfal flatteries of an insidious man; 
'tis not too läte now to recover from the 
first false step, to reflect that if Lord C — 
loves you honourably Ire would address 
hjmself to your parents. He would spurn 
the idea of deceiving your mother, whosel 
esteeni he had obtained by (what I begin 
to fear was a Simulation) an appearance of 
honour and principle; ! he would consider, 
that a man eah have but small reliance on 
the truth of a wife, who as. a daughter* 
could for a motaerit consent to deceive her 
parents. He is a man of the world, heis 
ilot ignörant of ihe duties imposed by na- 
ture, by virtue, truth, and delicaey; and- 
be assüred, the woman whö viblates these 
principles will hever be the wife of LordC — . 
I will not further öppress yöü, v continued 
this dear mother; " you will seek me, my* 
dear, when you chooee to make a confidant 
of your best andvonfy true friend." 

' I 2 . " She: 



1 
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" She left me. Both my feelings- and 
my reason pointed out the line I ought to 
pursue; but all-powerful love, and the 
vow which bound me to secresy, over-ruled 
the admcmitions of conscience, and con- 
firmed my resolutioq to adhere to my 
pfomiöe. 

" Unhappy.wrqtcfc j had I tbßn fcjufecoa- 
mdered that e*tprted vOws, contfary to 
ray first duty, could not be bjoding; had I 
t>een candid and just, what mise^es had I 
esoaped from, which now h^ve seakd my 
f^te ip the blacketf die witbm the Cfttjlpgue 
of human crim^s. 

„ " If; I bave been prolifc tfaus % in my 
Harrative* i% is to prepare myeelf to relaxe 
ev*nts th^t turn my blood cold witb horror. 
'Tis a dre^dful ta& that I have imposed 
upon myself ; and may the waming of a. 
njiserable being, self-convicted, and con- 
demned by the laws of her country, sink 
deep into the heart of every female wha 
hears my sad story. . 

«1 
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" I am now come to a period whlch I 
«hdH rapidly proceed in. 

" When my mother quitted my apart- 
ihetit, I hastefted Co detail the prece^mg 
•contrereatiort iö Lord G^-, änd gäve my 
fetter to Nelly> whea 1 Was strtnmoned to 



tKttner. Sir Gilbert was not at the table; 

I trfcffcbted whefc se&ed by the side of my 

möth». My Äther looked serioös, but 

hol äftgry ; when tifc spokfc it Was with kifcd*- 

rtess, attd my dear mother was as affeo 

tiorrate als ufeual. 

" I Was consciouS höw little I deserved 

iheir ftidulgetrce; my h6art smote me, I 

shoddeted at every kind expresston, bat 

my tirmäess did not relä*. In the hope 

that my letter Worid ptodtice attimmediate 

Visit from Lord S G~-, to which I orged 

hirti, I persevered in sHence ; and wounded 

the tender heafts öf my pärents, from a 

point of honour tö the most abandoned of 

inaiikitid. 

13 «In 
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" In the evening Nelly told me she had 
overheard part of a conversation betweea 
Sir Gilbert and my father. The former 
said, — " I beg, I entreat you, Sir, not to 
urge your charming daughter in my fa- 
vour, if her heart declares against me; for 
a thousand worlds I would not be an ob- 
ject of persecution to her who I love far 
bey ond myself. I beseech you, let not 
the subject be mentioned again. Permit 
me to try if the most tender- soücitudes* 
the most perfect afFection, more to be 
shewn in deeds than by tvords, can make 
an impression on her heart; and if after 
a few weeks I sjiall find a favourable oppor- 
tunity to explain my sentiments, and should 
thea be rejected, I will retire for ever froi» 
her and happiness and submit to my fate, 
and while I lament the vvant of those qua- 
lities requisite to gain her approbation, I 
shall at least have the consolation to know, 
I have entitled myself to her esteem, hy 
ceasing toavail myselfof yourkind partiality." 

" Sir 
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" Sir Gilbert," returned my father, "you 
are the most generous of men. Far be it from 
me to force a reluctant consent from my 
child, but if she persists in her present, I 
hope capricious, resolution, / shall lament 
the blindness of my daughter, and my own 
loss of a dear and invaluable son." 

" This part of a Conference, very cor- 
rectly repeated by Nelly, forced from me, 
in spite of my prejudice, a warm admira- 
tion of Sir Gilbert.- — I figlt the tender de- 
licacy of his behaviour, and even regretted 
that I had no heart to give him. 
" " But these proper sentiments, extorted 
by uncommon merit, soon passed away; 
aiid left only the pleasing reflection, that 
his generosity had procured me a temporary 
respite from any further conversations on a 
subject so painful. 

" It was after the sixth day that I had 
sent off a letter to Lord C — , that in the 
evening my servant gave me a note from 
him, in which he merely told me that he 

14 was 
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was arrived in the village, had Communi- 
cations of the utmost importance to make, 
wbich required a private interview?- and 
entreated me to meet him in Nelly's apart- 
ment, which adjoined the laundry, was de- 
tacbed from the other servants by a narrow 
passage, and had a staircase opening into 
the y^rd, the key of wbich door die gene- 
wliy csxrid cojnmaad, as it hung in the 
laundry. He conjured me not to refuse 
him, as his Life and happiness depended 
ppJely on me. 

" Weak aqd imprudent as I was, yet I 
was fully sensible of the impropriety of this 
step, and expressed spmething like re- 
luctance. — " Good Lord, Miss! " criäcHha 
girl, "pray don't deny roy lord, he will 
surely kill him seif, he is nigh distracted aU 
ready about that nasty Sir Gilbert- — Not to 
be sure bot what he's a handsome good hu- 
nwured gentleman, but, dear heart, my 
lord is an angel, and you will be a countess» 
a#d I shoul4 9? like to live with a countess ! 

i : • ■ " Pray, 



NAT* LIEUTENANT, \ff 

Prty, Miss, let me go and say you will roeet 
mylord?" 

"Well,go then," I re{>lied, «I don't 
ftuch- ltke it, bat I häv6 Hot couragg to 
ttfüse him." 

" She (ltd not ttait a fcecoiid p6rihi&iöti, 
büt was off in a morinent.— My iiiind wää 
in tumults undesfcfibabte ;— löve, joy, fear, 
with a secret repugharice I coüld not shakö 
off, by türns afesailed tale.— At the suppeif 
fable I cömplaihed of a slight indispösition, 
to account for an agitation I could not rfe- 
press, and retifed 6arty to my roorti, my 
dear mother obligihg me tö take a medi- 
dhal cordial; ätid whert I wished her goöd- 
tiight, she tenderly kissed me, With the 
hope that I shoüld be quite wfcll in the 
morning. 

" Oh! best of women, ttiost atniäblö of 
möthers ! öh what a deceitfül guitty wretch 
did you bestöW yoür äffeötiöiiätfe cafeSS. — 
Alas ! we parted to meet no mofe ! 

Iö «Between 
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" Between twdve and one I was in* 
formed, by my too officious servant, that 
my lord was* in waiting. — Trembling every 
Step, I hastened to the room. He threw 
himself at my feet, and poured forth such 
raptures of love, joy, and gratitude, that 
transported with delight and self-gratula- 
tion, I lost aH remembrance of the im- 
proper indulgence I hud granted; and, 
without even a wish to conceal my feelings,. 
gave unequivocal proofs of the power he 
had obtained over myheart. 

" When the joy of meeting was a little 
subsided, he reverted to the letter, whicb, 
he said, had >hrovvn him into a State of 
distraction. — His uncle was still in an ex- 
tremely precarious State of health, the me- 
dical people gave no hope beyond a few 
months of gradual decline, and therefore, 
he dared not, in such circumstances, agitate 
bis mind; as unhappily he had such absurd 
yet strong prejudices in favour of rank and 
high birth> and no less avaricious than 

proud, 
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proud, that were he to suppose his nepkew 
cast a thought on an untitled young wo- 
man, he should certainly lose both hia fa- 
vourahd hisestates. 

. "I feit a Httle proudly here, for my 
father's family were all very respectable* and 
my mother's no less so, though ttiey had no 
quality relatives, 

" He saw me draw up something haugh- 
tily, and hastened to disperse» the rising re- 
sentment of self-löve.— u Those very ab- 
surd prejudices,. I despise from my soul," 
continued he; "your birth is in. e very 
point of view , unexceptionable, and your 
beauty and merit entitle you to a diadem. — 
But, poor man ! he will shortly be removed 
from all worldly concerns, and I shall then 
have a förtune worth your acceptance ; a 
fortune and title which can afford me no 
joy, without you share it with me." 

" Again he uttered raptures and admi- 
ration but too seducing to a heart already 
devoted to him; — exclaiming against the 

love 
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lov^of titles and riches, which impeded 
him fcom openly avowing his adoration of 
the most lovely of her sex. 

" I asked, why he would not confide his 
secret to my mother, whose tenderness for 
me would induce her to reserve my hand 
for him when he was at liberty to claim it. 

" You are ,most exceedingly mistaken," 
said he, " she is absolutely determined in 
fcvour of Sir Gilbert," 

" I repeated the intelligence of Nelly-*- 
the conversation between him atd my 
fether. l 

"Ah!" said be, "yota see things in ä 
wrong light; this affected generosity in the 
barönet,—- for be assured it is qfftctation,—*- 
he well knew would give him a greater 
interest in your father's csteem. — He is the 
most artfnl of men, ander the mask of ho- 
nour and principle.«— They are deceived by 
his specious manner«, and will never recede; 
they will rely on your tenderness, and you 
will assuredly be sacrificed to an impostor, 

who, 
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who, under the semblance of morals^fed 
frank ness, cpnceals a depraved heart and « 
love for you which is merely personal." 
. " I must stop here to remark, with what 
intrepidity and baseness he traced his owrt 
character, unveiled theturpitude of hisown 
heart, and affixed on a worthy man & 
Stigma of contempt and detestation due 
only to himself. 

"Alas! love and credulity, inexperieflce 
and candour, rendered me an easy believing 
victim to his falsehood. 

•' No! M I exclaimed, "no, T never will 
be sacrificed to such a wretch! — Much as 
I love my parents I have courage eftough 
firrnly to disobey commands tending to 
destroy my happiness for ever! — I will go 
to thero, I will unmask his character.' * 

"Ah!" rejoined he, interrupting me, 
u how little are you acquainted with the 
art, the perfidy, and prejadices of men!- — 
How are you to unmask him?*— Where 
are yoür proofs ?•— You must refer to me, — 

our 
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oufl^ecret will be discovered, and the los$ 
of life in Sir Gilbert or myself, perhaps of 
both, will undopbtedly be the consequence- 
If he falls, I am ruined, and must fly my 
country ; — if he proves successful with his 
sword, I shall expire without the possibility 
of saving you, — and you> dear suffering 
victim, will be forced into the arms of my 
mur derer!" 

" Oh! rio, no!" I cried, tears gushmg- 
from my eyes, -" never, no never, will I be 
his wife! — Never will I put your life in- the 
hazard against his! — Good Heaven! what 
is to Le done?— how shall 1 escape these 
dreadful evilswhich threaten my peace?" 

" There-is but one way possible, and for 
thflt I have prepared, In a conviction that I 
must now secure, or lose you for ever;«— 
Fly with me immediately to Scotland, ortce 
married you can have nothing to dread 
from importurvity or parental power.— 
Your parents have no suspicion of our at<- 
tachment, and however partial they may be 

to 
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to Sir Gilbert, when lamat liberty to dis- 
close my marriage, and raise you to t^t 
dignity your beauty and merit entitles 
you, 'tis impossible but they must be both 
pleased and proud of my alliance and your 
rank, My uncle canr\ot survive many 
weeks, possibly not more than five or six, 
during which time^ you shall live in an 
elegant retirement, uutil, my fortune being 
ascertained, concealment will be no longer 
necessary." 

" Whfle he thus insidiori&ly sought tq, 
ensnare me, reason and modfcsty revolted 
against the proposition. I attempted to; 
object artd argue on the impropriety of his 
proposal ; but never let a guileless, affecti- 
onate heart descend to debate any point 
with a daring, practised deceiyer, — fligbt, 
scorn, and resolution, alone can save her» 
Höw truly says the poet r — 

" The woman that dcliberates is lost." 

The unhappy being, who relying on her. 

own strength, dares to enter into argu- 

ments, 
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ments, after hearing a propösäl inimical tö 
dnty, viftue, and self-rfcspeöt, i$ assuredly 
lost; aftd /ata a miserable exctaplifier of 
the assertion. 

" I will not dwell further öh his persua* 
sfae ärts, of my weak reöistance; *tis 8um^ 
cient tö öay, that he prevailed upoti me ta 
abftndon the dear güides of my youth, 
ätid plange at oflce into misery, and seif- 
öotidemhatio^ Though dro^ned in tears^ 
with a tortured heart, and a sense of the 
Aame and reproach I drew on myself, I 
yet sufffered my erring trembling feet t& 
follow a vile öeducer, and lifted into a car- 
riage, becatttt ö Wfeteh fof evei* ! I ! 

" Nelly followöd me into the tarriäge, 
vrtüch was th« only circumstance from 
which I drew a sitiall degree of consölation, 
as it seemed a mark of respect to' my deli- 
cacy and peculiar Situation; but it was 
many hours before I ceased to lament the 
bitter anguish öf & fond tnother, and the 

mingled 
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mingled grief and resentment of an affec- 
tionate father. 

" It was in vain he represented to me > 
that their sorrow would be but temporary^ 
and would be followed by pride and exulta- 
tion; I was bot too sensible that even tem- 
porary disgraee, hovvever short in its du- 
ration, would leave an indelible Impression 
on the mind of a ipan of honoor, wounded 
in its eonfidence, and descrted by a darling^ 
child. ' ~ 

" But the die was east y and I bad te 
»aoth myintemal agony, one of the most 
iasinuating and plausible of inankinä ; wbo 
if he oould not convince my reason by bis 
specious argumenta, at least forcibly ap- 
pealed to my heart, and by degrees lessened 
the violence of my emotions. by his ex- 
cessive tehderness, and falfacious promises 
of a speedy re-union with my family. 

" On stopping at the'inn wbere we were 
to pass the night, I was astonished to be- 
hold my trunks brought into the room.~ 
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I threw a look of surprise and reproach on 
Lord>C — , which he perfectly understood ; 
and when the man withdrew, he anticipated 
my remarks, by candidly ewning, — that he 
had come pre-determined not to go back 
without me, and trusting to my affection 
and judgment, when he adduced such in- 
disputable reasons for escaping from an in- 
evitable impending evil, as tbreatened the 
entire destruction of our mutual happiness, 
he had consulted with my servant, and en- 
gaged her to promise she would prepare 
the trunks unknown to me, and have them 
conveyed to the carriage during our Con- 
ference. — And for this precaution he im- 
plored my favourable Interpretation, since 
piy comfort and convenience, were solety 
the objects qf his consideration. 

" Plausibly as he veiled over this pre- 
llet er mjned plan to compel me' into an 
elopement, I feit a secret pftng at my heart 
in being betrayed into it, by the duplicity 
of Nelly, and a confidence in my weak ac- 

quiescenfce, 
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quiescence. But how short is the duration 
of displeasure against a s^iucive , beloved 
object ! — I had now gone too far to recede, 
and feit no other remorse than for the 
anxiety of my parents at the uncertainty of 
tny destiny. 

" On expressing this regret, I fouiid his 
" considerate prudence, to spare ikempain" 
had induced him to convey a letter, 
through the medium of his officious con- 
fidante, at the first stage where wechanged 
horsefe, to be forwarderi to my father,- inti- 
mating that I was gone to Scotlan4 with a 
man of honour, to whom I had given my 
heart, and tö avoid a marriage with a man 
/ detested. 

" If I was SQmethiag^conciled to the 
premeditated Steps takeh on the presump- 
tion of his power over me, by the compa* 
rative ease which this letter would giye tö 
my parents, I feit a little indjgnant at the 
strong expression against Sjr Gilbert, who 
had uniformly treated me with a respectful 

and 
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and unobtrusive tenderness, such as could 
by no means Warrant an flvowed detesta- 
tion ; because no defects in bis character 
had appeared to us thät justified it, and the 
developement of his priaciples had so re- 
cently been made known to me. 

" I observed this to Lord C— , he tnäde 
ligbt of my fedings, wkh «1 ofe&emtk» hl 
bis turn, that Sit Gilbert'** 1 conseietf« 
wouid toctj» bim to an expianation 5 and 
khen changed the subjeet to sslf-grahalatiort 
en his own happiness, and the eertafaty of 
sooft restoring' me to my fafnity, afc * 
^ountess, and, he flatternd bimself, as orre 
of the happiest women in the kingdom; 

" When I retjred to my pillow, I £oüld 
not repress many patoful reftecttens, and a 
presentirnent of future repentance and 
inortificatto*i. — The Step I had been drawit 
into was so eontrary to duty and delicacy> 
tbat all the flattferfng prospects held oüt by 
Lord C-— , could not reeoncile me tö con- 
sidet it othferwise than as a violation of prin- 

eiple 
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ciple whißhj huroblfed me in my owneyes, 
and ra us t degrade me in the opinion of 
the woHd, and Aw connevtiom particularly. 

"When with him, the sophistry of his 
persua$ivß eloquente hoodwinked my rea- 
son, and dazzled my imagination; but 
spi^tary reflection g$ve birth to painful 
ideas, and mortifying regrets.— Though qe- 
duced by love, and overpovvered by the ar- 
dour of irresistible teqderness ; my heart 
waß not yet corrupted, k if was still sensihly 
afore to the ia>propriety aaid iograjtitude of 
my coedupt to the best; of parentfk 

" I pasped a sleepless night,, and metmy 
l^rd, at break fast, wi.th.a, he^vy. eye, anda 
oounten wce that beepoket the perturbation • 

of my spiriU. 

"He looked steadfastly at me, bat was 
too polite to notice the discot&posure he 
couJd not but observe. Ön the qontrary, 
his expressipns were rapturo^^ his werds 
and actions equally tender and respectftü, 
until the fascinating and infectipus softness 

stole 
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stole over my senses, and left room for no 
other object than himselft 

" We proceeded rapidly on our joürney; 
when we stopped to dine, he carelessly ob- 
served, we shöuld 1>e in London before, 
night. 

"In London!" I exclaimed, "are we 
not going to Scotland ? M 

" Certainly, my beloved Ellen, — Bat you 
do not suppose that 1 would leave it in the 
power of chance to rob me of you, by 
being overtaken in our journey there? to 
avoid which, by a circuitous road we shäll 
soon arrive in London, where, in the house 
of a most respectable wotnan, you will rest 
two days, while I prepare a Situation proper 
to receive you as its mistress, on our return 
from Scotland." 

" Though there was a plausibility in x this 
arrangementj yet I feit a sinkfng at my 
heart wholly unaccountable ; and if I had 
nothing to oppose against it, neither did I 
feel satisfied. 

^ He 
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" He took notice of my silence, and 
again had recourse to the tenderest effu- 
sions of love and gratitude, and called 
upon me to give him great credit for this 
trial of impatient happiness ; since in de- 
laying his own felicity for my accommo- 
dation, he gave a proof of his seif depial, 
and attention to such comforts as the be- 
toved adored wife of Lord C — ought in- 
stantly to be in possession öf, when she 
became the wedded partrier of his heart 
and name* 

" If I have been too minute in narrating 
the scenes between Lord C — and myseJf,' 
let me beforgiven; and let his insidious arts 
be deeply «npressed on the memory of 
young and inexperienced females, if my 
sad story should make its way into the 
world, that they may eariy shun the decep- 
tke tongue of flatfery, and look with scorn 
and abhorrence on those men who seeklo 
seduce them into a clandestine corres- 
ppftdence,— the first step towards infamy, 

snrrnw. 
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sorrow, and repentance. — This caution 
cannot be too often repeated, since unhap- 
pily it is but too frequently neglected, tilf a 
terriMe conviction proves its im mutable 
truth. 

€t l will endeavour to be more concise, 
and without repeating any forther conver- 
sations, briefly say, we arrived in London 
as the day was dosing. — It was the end of 
October, and the air very cold, our glasses 
were drawn up, and I saw but little of the 
town, through which we drove very fast, 
and a* kngth stopped at a fyandsome 
hoose, wfaere a wdl-dressed fashionable 
looking woman met me, with a polite and 
cordral welcome, in a manner that shewed 
I was e xpect ed. - 

" This idea fiashed lipon tny mind with 
-. a sense of conscious burniliation, from the 
certain triamph over my principlee, which 
Lord C — had anticipated — and well he 
might; after drawing me in to deoeive, and 
deny my confidence to a tender mother, 

every 
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every other felse Step was progressive - % — the 
first error against duty andjudgment de- 
cides our destiny. 

" With a weight on my spirits I could 
not shake ofF, I entered a very elegant 
well-ligfcted apartment,— the lady, intro- 
duced as Mrs. Harwood, was officiously 
polite, and praised my person, complexion, 
eyes, &c. with so little reserve and deficacy, 
and in such very flatteiing terms, that I 
was more disgosted than gratified, at what 
I thought an unbecoming freedom to a 
stranger, and therefore was extremely cöld 
in return to her adolatory civilities. 

"My Lord C— *s behaviour was ex- 
ceedingly tetoder, and politely respectful, 
which servedto counterbalanee the freeness 
in Mrs. Harwood's manners. c We had a 
light handsome supper, after which I was 
shewn to a very excellent bed Chamber 

^ and drenng reom. 

" Nelly <was in raptures with the prospect 

of resrding in London. — My thoughts were 

vol. i. . Jt ' . too 
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too confused and desultory to find ; nauch 
• pleasure ; but fatigue and want of rest the 
preceding night threw me into a profound 
sleep for several hours, which greatty . re- 
freshedme. 

€€ I should have observed, that Lord C— 
took leave of me after supper, as he was to 
sleep at his uncle's, whpse house was in one 
of the Squares. I was pleased at tbis ar- 
rangement, and met him on the following 
morniqg with more che^rfvü spifits, which 
no lesö delighted him, 

" AAer bre^kfast he left me, to go in 
search of a house ; lamenting that he was 
compelled to meet a party of his. uncle's 
friends at dinner, the earl being too great 
an invalid to preside at the table himself.— 
I was not'Sorry to be alone, havirjg some 
little^arrangements to make necessary for 
my com fort in a journey to the north. 

" Having observed this to Mrs. Harwood, 
,"I$te$s pe!" said 3he^ <<I thipk such a 
journey this tiine of the year ? mighty ab- 
surd 
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surd plan; — my lord has only to wait three 
wöeks, andyon may bemarried in London, 
without risking the fatigue and accidents 
of travelling." 

" I demanded an explanation. — She 
said, — we had only to fix ourselves in a 
house, give in out names at the parisH 
church, be asked three times, and any 
parson would be obliged to marry us. ' 

" Probably Lord C — is not acquainted 
with this mode, so very preferable to such 
a long journey V 9 ' ^ 

" Possibly not," returned she, "or if h* 
is, he is too much in love to wait the pro- 
per time.—But if you approve bfit, M** 
dam, I will mention it when he comes* in 
the övening?-'* :> 

* '*<■ I requested she would do so, and when 
he appeared, and with joy and tendernesi 
intimated that he had already succeededj 
in engaging a small elegantly fumished 
house, by the month önly, as the evideftt 
decline of his uncle made it unnecessary to 

K 2 take 
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take it for any specified length of time,— 
Mre. Harwood abruptly enteret) upon the 
subject shehad started to me.— ■ 

Ah ! my dear Madam/* replied he, 

do bot consider, three weeks ; why it is 
three ages, and I hope to prevail on this dear 
Jady toproceed on ourjourney to~morrow. M 

" On this I frankly confessed a reppg- 
nance to the journey, warmJy approved 
Mrs. Harwood's proposal, and, in short, 
demanded as a proof of hte affection and 
complaisance to my wishes, that he would 
^onfent to forego his plan, and adopt our's, • 
so mqch more agreeable to my feelings, 
XBJ ch^riüQter and delicacy. 

" He no longer presumed to oppose my 
desire ; however reluctant on his aide, it 
became hina to submit to the puni6hment 
of *elf~denialj since I had made such pleas 
as he dafed not attempt to refute. 

" I received this acquiescence as a high 
complunent, and the satisfaction I derived 
fiom it, gave me unusual spirits. 

f'Alas! 
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"AlasJ how could\I fer a moment 
suspect that this Submission on his part 
was all fine acting — that I had become 
tbe dope of a premeditated scheme be- 
tween an unprincipled wonaan aad a basi 
systeroatic seducer i 

" It was finaHy determined, tbat I should 
remove to roy new house in two days, 
tbough Mrs. Harwood eamestly entreated 
tbe indulgence of a week with her, to 
which he perettiptorily objected, as time 
tf ould be lost in the requistte periöd of mf 
* residence in the parish. This Opposition 
was compromieed by an invitation to her 
to pass some time with me, which she ac- 
cepted very readily. 

tc The following day I accompanied mf 
lord and her to the house, which though 
in a neigbboürhood, was a detached house, 
recently built and furnished, and, as I af= 
terwards föund, was in theHampsteadRoad> 
about a mile from town ; but houses being 
sprinkled pretty thick in the road, and my* 

K3 seif 
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seif wholly unacquainted with London änd 
jts environa, they passed it ofF as an airy 
pari of the fashionable end of the towri. 
, " I was extremely pleased wtth the Si- 
tuation, house, and furnitare. Mrs. Har- 
wood was to send in two women servants 
$&d a footman— a carriage was to be bired 
from, a livery stalle ;for the presen t ; and, 
in short, eysry arraftg^/nentwas made, re- 
g^iisite fof cr)y cpnveniefiGe and pleäsiire. 
,. „"> Blind, infatuated, senseless wretch as 
I was !— Without one presentiment of evil, 
without one sentiment of retnorse for the 
affiiction and disgrace I had entailed upon 
my parents, in the proud hope that I should 
soon defeat malice, silence calumny, and 
appear before them, and the world, with 
an eclat that would confound hasty cenr 
sarers, and deopand respect and admiration 
rt-with these vain and d-elusiye hopes I toofc 
possession of my new house, which was to 
be the grave of my innocence, and tlje 
tomb of all u>y earthly bappiness ! ! !" 
v ' ' ' • • CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. 



" Alaß ! where can that unhappy being tum for com- 
fort, who has rejected counsel, and despised advice ; 
who sufFers the just punishment of her crimes, in- 
flicted by the veiy wretch for whose sake she had 
forfeited eveiy blessing of life, and plunged a poi- 
soned dagger into the hearts of her parents ?" 

"TT 

JlLNTERING on my new establish- 
ment, still attended by Nelly, and with 
Mrs. Harwood as a visitant, for the first two 
days only pleasure and proud exukation at 
niy future prospects, took possession of my 
heart. — Lord C— paseod two hours in the 
»orning, and supped with us in the evening, 
m submißsire and decQrous as always to take 

K4 IcäYC 



200 THB CONVICT^ Oll/ 

leave at twelve o'clock ; which respect and 
delicacy greatly strengthened both my love 
and confidence. 

" Inthis cahn sunshine of expected hap- 
piness passed the three probationary weeks 
previous to our intended marriage. — I was 
mprtifiedj indeed, to accept. presents from 
his lordship, and determined to refuse all 
but absolute necessaries until I became his 
wifc.~ When I was decoyed away (for. truly 
I may use that expression) from my father's 
inansion, I had only three guineas and a 
half with sonne silver in my pocket, asd 
between nine and ten pounds in a drawar, 
which Nelly had put into a trunk with my 
lioen. 

" Tbia littie stock was not diminished, 
9S I found every thing provided for me that 
could gratify vanity ; and mach more offertd 
Jhan I chose to accept. 
: " In this interval, there had been wo* 
raents when I found it requistte to repuba 
with * proud geling of delicacy, th/& Ja* 
. ,! ±. 'A rapturous 
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rapturous attentions of Lord C-~. Oftea 
offen ding, as qoickly repentant, and plead* 
ing the mögt passionate fondness as an apo- 
togy for these litüe excesses towards att 
qffianced bride, He was too easily fcrgiren? 
but * though I soraetimes pardon£d an fc* 
frtn gerne nt on decofum, yet I etil) preaerved 
a conscious sense of what was due to virtue* 
and compelled him to respect it also. 

" I häve no doubt but that he hoped to 
have thrown nie off my gnard long before 
the time expired for the ceremony of mar«t 
riage to take place, — nor will I arrogate to 
äiyself more virtue than I possessed ; pride 
had at käst an equal share in the fortitudd 
which saved me frpm the contagion of bis 
extravagant fondness. 

: " Oftea softened, my slombermg m« 
Docence was roused to repel bis dangeroua 
earesses, by the sudden recoüectiön of the 
rank I aspired to 5 and the trfomph I looked 
forward to, over unj pst coridem Bat ton, and 
illiberal conjectures, when I ffetorrieji ilnta 
';••,- yi" K 5 the 
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the cbuntry as the Countess of M-- -* ■ . ■ . 
Thus, as thepoet iustly ^obseryes*— 

."JRrjde $are$ men oft', and womem too from faljing/' 

Bat what avaited the precautions of pride or 
yirtue?*-^I had> forfeited all pretensions to 
efcher, when I permitted myself to engage 
in /a private correspondence, and was se- 
(Jt»cfed /from the house ofmyfether; every 
subsequeritevil was a thmg öf course, no- 
thiäg lesfc thari: a miräclfc coutd have äavied 
me .'fatal the vile plotter, and I had not de- f 
served a qrriracle: should be wrought in my. 
favour. , 7 f 

'j. " The day at length arrived when I waa 
tö be utnted to the man I loved and trusted 
iri.— -The plea of necessity was urged for 
the marriage ceremony being performed m 
my own hdtise, lest the circumstance shoold 
peach the «ars ' öf h« üncle f Lord M — — - . 
Besides, Mrs. Harwood bbsenaed,— " it wa» 
ÄK)fe dignified, niore correspondent to 
Lord C— 's rank, than a public exhibition 
in the ohurcb.'* 
■„ .; j ,: "Perfectly 
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" Perfectfy convinced that it was equally 
bindrag, if performed by a clergyman, not 
a word of objection was urged on my part ; 
and on that day which stamped. me a 
wretch for ever. I was married to the vilest 
of his sex. 

" Several days passed away in an intox- 
ication of happiness, before I recollected 
that I ought now to satisfy the painful anx- 
jety of my parents; depending on flieir 
secresy forthe pre$ent,as it was impossible, 
my lord told me, that his uncle could sur- 
vive öbove a month or two at most. 

" It would have been heresy in me to 
doübt his trnlh; — he readily accordedto 
my wish for trusting my parents, and as- 
aured me he vvould enclose my lettet in one 
from himself. 

" Every care and anxiety was now re-^ 

moved from my heart ; the respectful ten- 

demess of an adoring husband filled my 

whble soul with lovs and gratitude. — Oh P 

days of joy, but of short duration! ho\v 

bitterly, 
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hftteify, how »everely have I paid for Ihe 
traasient happkiees of a few weeks! — how 
soon did phatne and horror overtake th* 
presumptuous txultation of fand credulity ! 

" Fonr days aftcr tfcis fatal marriage, 
Lord C — introduced to me bis most parti- 
cular friend, Major Freeland, and to him I 
was announced as Lady C— , in corifidence. 
This circomstance was very flattering to 
ipyp r^, as I coukl not help feeliiig hum- 
bled by still retaining the assumed name of 
Thompson, with appearances so disadvan- 
tageous to my character. 
( " The major was nearly the age of Lord 
C— *-, in person very mqch his inferior ; but 
he was animated, witty, and so füll of 
anecdote, that I feit highly pleased by such 
an addition to our small circle. — With these 
gentlemen, Mre. Harwood, and a young 
widow of her acquaihtance, introduced to 
me as Mrs. Batema«, we made frequent 
sxcursiöns into the country, and passed 
•ome very pleasaat days. 

"There 
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: "There were times, indeed, when I re* 
marked sihently that their conversation and 
actions were not altogether adcordant with 
my ideas of delicacy and modesty ; when 
py blushes and evident embarrassment 
could not pass unnoticed, and I was rallied 
excessively on my prudery, mauvaise honte, 

* 

$nd Utile knowledge of life and manners. 

„; € i I jpas more desirous to give my (?om- 

panions credit for their superior viva#ty, 

good breeding, and fashion, than to indu^e 

a reserve and reprehension of freedoms> 

they declared were common in all polite 

circles; and drew on me their wit apd ri-, 

4icule, when I attempted to reprove them. 

- " Thus insensibly drawn or> to tojeratq 

}icentiousnes& for wit; an uu Wushing ef- 

frontety in conversation, romping* and a| 

hundeed frobes, as they called them, eer^ 

tainly not decorous, and tending to weaken 

the barriers of delicacy, by unbecorning 

freedoms, which while my modesty sbrank 

froiQj 
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from, I had not courage openly to resent 
orcondemn. - • * * 

" So powerful is example to contaminate 
the heart* and so dreaded is the force of 
ridicule upon young and_ inexperienced 
mmds. — Obliged to endure what f could 
not approve, I was often dissatisfied on a 
review of the day's amuserhents; but wbenr 

i 

I reflected that J was a wife, I thöug4)t* it 
waf^impossible his lordship would permit 
undue liberties, and that it'must be my' 
confined education, and the frigidity of hny 
mother's manners which influepced my 
opinion and my feelings. 

*' I now begari to be eitremely uneas^ 
that no answer arrived from my^parents.' I 
spoke of it to Lord C— , he confessed that? 
he was not less hurt than surprised, adding, 
that for the sake of my peace, he would 
not object to my writirvg once more, and 
he would join in thesignature.«— <* 'Tis to 
gratify your doteous affection," continued 
he, "that I submit to this second appli- 

cation^ 
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eation, otherwise, as my wrfe, I would not 
suffer a humiliation, even to a parent, in a 
point where tfte rank, fortune, and bappi- 
neas of iheir child must appear established 
beyond their best hopes. — I can allow 
something for their resentment at first, 
but now, if they carry it further, I must be 
permitted tobe the guardtan of your horiour 
as weil asjny own, and any overtures here- 
after must proceed from them." •« 

' " So infatuated was I by love and gfra- 
titude, so self-satisfied with his attention tö 
the dignity of tny sUuation, that, wretch as 
I was, I fofgot thedeception and ingratitudö 
pf my cönduct to the best of parents,— - 
©verlooked the wound the concealment of 
my marriage must have giveh to their af- 
fectibn and their honöur, and had the här- 
dkress and the insolente to feel more of re-* 
sentmertt at their silence, than of contri- 
tion for the sorrow and disgrace I had in- 
flicted on the authors of my being, — whoSe 
uftsullied reputation had n«ver received a 

stain, 
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sürin, until the elopemeni of their ua wer thy 
daoghter. 

"■ I however availed myseff of my lord's 
pertnissbn, and once morfe addressed my 
parents, in terms of doty and affection, 
without lessening the dignity of Lord C — 's 
wife; and to this letter be added apost scripta 
perfectly affectionate and condescendmg m 
the opmion of us both, and such a$ could 
not fail of dfawtng a kind answer. 

" Satisfkd vvith this arrangernent, I gave 
np my whole soul to the delightful study of 
pleasing my husband ; and he, in return, 
was passionately fond of mt 9 and procurcd 
esery amuaement, excepfc public ones y 
(hat could make time pass lightly and oa 
tl)e wings of pleasure, ' 

" Still the conduct and very reprehen- 
tible freedoms among my associates, wert* 
repulsive to my feelings % and ene day, when 
cpnpelled to join in their romping frolics, 
tbe major took the unwarrantable liberty of 
ki&ing ms; l opedly avowed my dißlike to, 

their 
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rir "playful gaieties," and sat down dk- 
eoncerted and oat of humoar. 

. " A loud laagh frora the ladies, a sort of 
aarcastic wnile of eontempt from the ma- 
jor, and the words— " My poor dear Utile 
prüde," witb a tap on the neck, from my 
lord, was by no means calcnlated to reatore 
my sptrits.«— Afraid, however, of giviüg bim 
offence, I passed by unnoiicei the rudeneas 
of my companions, but I feit mdignant and 
inortiöed. 

•' A fortnight raore paased away unraarked 
by any partkalar iacident. I was offen 
oWiged to join in the mirth of tbe partj^ 
Wt had not muck tö coraplain of on the 
score of undue Kberties, thotigh oftcn a 
witness to very improper ones, in my eyes. 

. " The time had now long elapsed sine« 
I was in e&pectation of 'hearing from my 
parents; Lord C— resentedtheir silencc* 
highly, and in a more decisive manner than 
I had ever remarked on any other occaaon, 
ipasted, that I should not degrade his ho* 

nour 
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nour and rank by any further applications, 
and to this requisition I gave an unqualified 
assent. 

"We had been married neariy two 
months, when the errthusiasm of passion a 
little abated. I began to feel uneasy in my 
Situation, thus passing under a false name, 
in theopinion of our servan ts degraded into 
the mistress of Lord C— , and concealed 
frotn the eyes pf the public, that nosuspi- 
cion of the marriage should eVer reach the 
ears of our dying uncle. — I wondered his 
Constitution should hold out so long ; but I 
was too delicate to make frequent enquiries 
of his health, though anxiously watching 
for Information from my lord. 

" One morning he entered my apartment 
with a countenance so discomposed, and a 
mann er altogether so disordered, that I feit 
too much alarmed to speak, or demand 
what untoward aeeident thus ruffled his 
temper. — He threw himself into a cbair by 

k / my 
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my side, pressed my hand to his bosom', 
and seemed struggling for words. 

*' For Heaven's sake, my Lord, speak ! " 
I exclaimed. 

, " Speak V 9 returned he, "Öh! my love» 
what can I say to prepare you for an un- 
expected blow, that wounds me to the soul, 
and which, I know, will deeply afflictyou?" 

" My parents are deadt" 1 cried, shud- 
dering with terror. 

" Not that I know of^?' resumed he, 
€t but if you are thus agi&ated for thero, 
how will you support a Separation from me?? 

" Those dreadful words seömed to anni- 
hilate me; — what I said I do not now re* 
collect, for my brain seemed confused. 

" He then clasped me in his arms,— 
*' Yes," said he, " we must pari; — bot, I 
trust, only for a very short space of time.-— 
The doctors, confound them! have per- 
suaded my dying uncle to try the south of 
France, and he, poor debilitated, childish 
old man, has eagerly adopted their advice ; 

though 
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though apparently the least fatigue will 
destroy bim«-— He proposes to set off in two 
days, and insists upon tny attendance.— I 
ventured to oppose this plan as far as I 
dared, but he was offended,and after having, 
for more than two years given up my time 
and inclinations to bis pleaanre, now to 
risk the loss o( hts fbrtone by a fruitless Op- 
position, would be the height o( madness; 
particularly as in every human probability, 
tbeattempt at th» jooraey is tnore likely to 
accelerate his death, than add a day to his 
existence." 

- "While Lord C— was speaking, I sat 
silent, the image of despair. He again fotded 
the warm statue, , as he calied roe, to his 
heart. —*• ** I know what must be your 
feeliogs," said he 5 " by the painful turbu- 
leace of my own ;-^bot r my beloved girl, 
recover your spirits, a few weeks, or more 
probably a few days, will restore ine to 
your arms. nerer, neyer to part again! 91 

'■« A 
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" A burst of tears relieved my over«. 
charged heart ; to repeat the tender scent 
ihat ensued is unnecessary, since all was 
deception on bis part, and a too fand cre» 
dulity on mine. 

" Our friends were informed of this 
unexpected arrangeraent, and with great 
appeailince af sensibtffty söught to consoie 
nie with an assurance tbat my convenience, 
pleasure, and comfort, should be their Joint 
study; and all their endeavours be used to re* 
conciie roe to this ineyi table misforturie. 

" Bat, my Lord/' exclaimed the major, 
" can you form r>o plan, no possible way of 
taking Lady C — with you V 9 

*' My heart leaped at the question.— 

"Ah! no/'. replied he, 9orrowfully shaking 
his head, " it is quite impossible\—yxm are 
sensible, that in travelling I must be con- 
atantly with him, and likewise ander the 
eyes of his servants.— No, we must support 
this terrible Stroke with fortitude, it wifH 
assuredly be of short duration. I believe 

the 
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the physicians only wish him to die fröm 
them, now they can make no further ad- 
vantage of his pocket; for his stomach has 
forsome titne been uicapable of retaining 
medicine, and receives only blanc-manger, 
wine, and jeHies." 

" Oh!'' returned the jnajor, " if it is 
come to that, he will never reach the 
south of Franee. — Coropose* yourseif, my 
dear Lady, this Quixoteexpedition will ter- 
minate in a few days, be assured." 

" The ladies also vvece of a simflar way of 
thinking, hat my feelihgs had met a shock 
not easily to be xwercome; — there was an 
undescribable pain at my heart no sophis- 
tical arguoients could remdve. — Alas! it was 
a sad presentiment of all my woes to cotfie ! 
though a Single doubt of Lord C— 's t'rulÄ 
and honour neveronce entered my head, 

"However, what was inevitable I was 
compelled to bear,— and not to add to his 
well-acted distress, I assumed a resignation 
I was far fron feeling, 

« At 
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At night, when retired to my pillow, 
a thousand horrid fears tormented my mind. 
« — My lord might die, might meet wiih 
some tanexpected terrible accident; — I had 
cause to believe I was in the farnily way, 
.what would become of me should any mis- 
fortune happen to hitn l — He had told me 
£he lawyers vifere drawing up a settiement 
fpr me.— I was so great a novice in affairs 
of this nature, that I believed just what I 
was told, that we must be married before 
any settiement could be made. This set- 
tiement was not done, I had heard of man- 
-riage; certificate«, but I had no such 
,thiog. i i 

- :. " Irfcjshort I passed a sleepless night, and 
rcsolved f to question liis. lordship on thtse 
;poinU-tfae<foIlowing day. 
t ">He,Mi»e; at a irery earfy hour, — wß 
,m&e ajone, but . my .reaoluticfti failed. I * 
could not make the.intjuiry I had iötended, 
„?vifcho*H it>) implied dpubt j$f1ii§ hönotfiyor 
-toib life;r-rboth tsnderfl^ and delkacy fo*- 

bade 
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bade questions of a tendency so unpleasant 
to him, and the last equally operated 
agarnst the ieast hintof my Situation. I 
could better acquaint him with it by letter, 
aa he was to write erery day. 

" Thus all my midnight resolves melted 
feto air before the unbounded tendernes6 
and regrets be expressed, in being for a 
•ingle day separated fröm his adored wife. 

"Oh! viliain! — matchless viliain ! he still 
lives!— bat vengeaftce, such as perjury 
deservee from that Almighty Being, whöse 
name he had so often, so daringly insuhed, 
will surely overtake him !— -That my nerve- 
les8 arm failed in its desperate purpoae, I' 
jiow bow with humble gratitude to Hea- 
vtnf— I sinned in the intention, and »my 
life will, I trust, expiate the crime.— That 
my eoul h preserved from ;the aetual com- 
misston of rtiurder, I owe to the restraining 
band of a gracious Providence. 
- > u Yet, wrttch as I am ! have I not des* 
troyed my raother?— No matter what the 
i Instrument 
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Instrument of death, if the effect is 
the same ;«— sorrow/ disgrace, and filiat 
ingratitude sent her tp a premature grave. 
A dagger's point might have been mercy 
to the sufferings of a broken heart!-— 
Again I quit my pen, my brain is on firei ' 

** l must horiy «on the dreadfal recital ' 
of woes which language is inadequäte to 
describe) whilst I preserye my senseg. 

" Lord C— > ieft roe, and the cöld sfaiver 
which chilled my blood as I embraced him 
for the last tisie, was nature's warnin^ of 
the misery that awaited me for the re-> 
maining days of my existenoe. 

" My associates, far frorri sympatbtsmg£ 
attempted to ridicule the grief and tertor 
- which overwhelmed me,-*--Fien$ls I they 
exulted over the credulous victirn of villany; 
I withdrew to my apartment, I could not 
rejoin them that night. — Mrs. Harwoöd 
knocked at my Chamber door before she 
retired to rest. I begged to be excused see- 
ing her, I was preparing for my bedT she 

vol. i. L wished 
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wished ine a good night/ ind boped I 
fthould be quite well the next morning. 

" What a night did I pass! 1 waß both 
ahocked at, and ashamed of the excess -of 
my grief.— -I began to fed sensible of my 
extreme weakness, and resohred, if posaible, 
fo subdue tbe poignancj of my feelings, 
fthat I might not appear ridiculously fond 
and despmriug, in the eye« of my compa- 
motu* I deaeemded to brtakfast, on the 
firrt tommöns wäh a studied composure* 
Wt my couateoance, pale and wan, and 
ejpes diromed wHh floods of tears, too ptainly 
evinced the tortures of my heart to be dis- 
ggisttd by tfce thin covering of affected ease. 

" 1 tew. them kx>k at eacb other, that is, 
thß tw6 fadies, for the major had not yet 
made his appearance; I observed, also, a 
kind öf suppressed smile on the featwea of 
Mrs. Batemaii,— I should bare mentioned, 
that this lady had been an inmate of my 
house for the last fbrtnight, at the reqaest of 
Lord C-~, who wished to procure for me 

cheerful 
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cheerful companions, while his uncle en- 
grossed so large a portion of tfcose hours 
his heart would have devoted to its pos- 
sessor;— and it was his particular reqüest to 
them, not to quit me until he returned. 

" I rather submitted to than enforced 
his desfre by any solicitation on my part ;— ■ 
the ladies had botlr lost ground in my es- 
teem, I could approve * neither of theo - 
manners rior their conversation, and yet 
had not the courage openly to avow 'my 
dislike, or rcnounce their society . 

"And here I cannot bat observe, ho# 
absölutely requisite it 19 to train up yöüng 
people to acqaire early in life a habit of 
judging for themselves, of weighing causes 
and effects, and without a presumptuous 
tenacity, be capable of declaring and sup- 
porting their own opinions, until cönvmced 
K by better arguments, that they are really 
erröneous. , 

€i That irnbecility öf mitid which sub- 
mits, becatise it has tiot coürage to opposte 

L 2 *t'?- • V^jgentiments 
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sentiments and actions from which both 
its judgment and feeling shrinks with dis- 
gust and abhorrence, will ever be the sport 
of base, designing souls ; will gradually sink 
into a mortifying insignificance, and.be- 
come a reluetant associate in vice, for want 
of that proper seif- possessipn and noble 
confidence which should stimulate its 
powers of exertion jn the cause of vi rtue. 

."More unhappy beings of both sexes 
are drawn into vicious courses through.a 
false shameofincarring ridicule, a blamable 
weakness, not daring to oppose the witty, 
Ihegay, and licentious, than from any na- 
tural propensity to vice, or real want of 
intellect. 

"Dearlybave I.purchased a conviction 
of this incontrovertible truth. — Had my 
mind, early in life been stamped with 
more energy and geheral knowledge of the 
world, with courage and precisicta to judge 
of characters, and with modest confidence 
to speak .my opjnion and decide on the 

choice 
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ehoice of my own com pari ions, I might 
then have escaped from the wicked arts* 
the vile schemes of those wretches who 
were hired for my destruction. 

" But hoto Idigress. — Alas! even howl 
shudder to enter on the detail of unex- 
ampled villany, to which I was sacrificed, 
without remorse, and without either con- 
serousness, or power of resistance on my 
part. 

" Major Freeland came in soon after 
breakfast, and being, as he gaily said > 
Lord C — 's double, with a Charge dele» 
gated to him, to, contribute r in every pos- 
sible way lo my amusemgnt and com fort, 
he was come to propose going to the opera 
in the evening.— " You, M said he, "are 
yet a stranger to that delightfal enter*- 
täinment. — Lord C — was fearful of being 
seen there with you,- as the insatiable curi» 
osity of women, on seeing a new and 
eharming face with him, might have led 
tfaem Jto* qyestions and investigations he 

L3 , •* was 
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was by no roeans prepared to gratify.— But 
I am an unimportant personage, and per- 
Äctly competent to evade impertinent en- 
quiries, should any such be made to me, 
therefore, ladies, what say ye for the 
opera?" 

" I reptied, with truth,— " That Jgreatly 
preferred passing my evenings at home ; I 
could derive no pleasure from amusements 
in which my lord had no share." 

u Thia sentimeat was voted a bore, by 
the whole trio;— " it is the dove-Jike 
föndness of a country wife, afraid to trust 
herseif beyond the bqundaries of her 
bousehold gods > ^for fear she should con~ . 
taoiinate the adoratioa due to one idol 
ealy," said Mrs. Baternan, with a loud 
laugh. 

" Mrs. Harwood threw up her, head* 
and with an irotatcai sroüe assured mc,-t 
1 might trust to the experience of two 
widows, that the turtle-wif« who always 
ehing to the aide of her lord, and gaire a 

tacit 
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tocit expectation that ä* should as fondly 
•dfeece to her 's, would very soon wcakcn, 
tf not whoily destroy that afectitm whtch 
fettered the freedom of actio*, and ehanged 
the soft hands of k*e into Che gattkig 
ehains of matrimony. 

4C Come, come," added she, "yoa must 
amu» yoursetf, we eogaged with my lord 
tfaat you fehouH do so; believe me 9 he is a 
man of aense and spirft, he confides in your 
Iove, and is not such a novice as to vrish, or 
«pect you should become a mope, eimply 
because he is taking a short journey.— T6 
the Opera youmust go, and you will thant 
us for this Utile exertion to set aside your 
absurd sobtr plan." 

" Too weak and irresolute to defend my 
own judgment and inclinations, against the 
rMicüle and boasted experience of these wu- 
nden, I submitted, though with an ill grace; 
to their imperious requisition; and was con* 
ducted to that scene of fashion and pteasure, 
at the usual hour. 

1*4 "The 
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" Thte major had obtained a box, and we 
were very commodiously seäted. I will not 
dcny that I was fascinated, enchanted by the 
music, dancing, and scenery ; the house was 
very brilViant, the Company highly fashion- 
able, and the altogether had such an effect 
lipon my senses, doating on music, that I 
looked with uncommon complacency on my 
companions, and no longer regreUed having 
sacrificed my inclinations to their better 
judgjnent. 

" On öur return we sat down to a very 
elegant supper, ordered by Mrs. Harwood» 
wbo condescended to direct my household* 
until I had a proper establishment fixed. I 
was in the highe$t spirita imaginable, once, 
and only once, I wished Lord C— had 
been in our fftrty; my senses were in a 
tumult of pleasure, I declared the opera 
should be my favourite resort when free to 
act as I liked, for there could not be any 
other place of amusement so captivating so 
truly divinel-^-In short, I was in raptures, 

and 
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and my spirits seemed to electrify my 
three companions. 

" It was near four in the mornifig when 
I'retired to rest; I was so overpowered by 
drowsiness that 1 have scarcely recollection 
of being undressed, and getting into bed*-*- 
Nelly afterwards told me, I did not speak 
three words ; and after she left me, meeting 
Mrs. Harwood on the stairs, she bid her not 
disturb me tili I should ring, my spirits being 
exhausted and requiring. rest: 

" To the transactions of this mo6t hör- 
rible night, I decläre, with the most solemn 
appeal to * Heaven, I was wholly uncon- 
scious, and must doubtless have taken some 
powerful opiate.— Judge then, you.who low 
virtue, and have honour and truth in your 
bosoms-— judge what must have been my 
feelings, when I awoke and found my seif in 
the arms of Major Freeland ! 

" I neither shrieked nor moved, — horror 
and supprjse henumbed all my faculties. — 
As I spoke not the monster said some words, 

L5 and 
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and prtsaed me to bis hoaom ; — I utiered a 
deadly groan, and lost my seoses. 

"For five days from this eventful one, I 
was bappily uncooscious of my misery; and 
had it pleaaed Haaren to have recalled me 
Ihen, what days and night* of consuming 
aftgosh, bitter and unavailing sorrow, had I 
beeo preserved from. — Bat I was restored 
jtatly to feel the fatal effects of dupiicity and 
Süai ingratitude, that the measure of my 
woes might be füll, and proportionale to the 
•xtent of my guilt. 

" I was humbJed to the dost, and pu- 
nisbcd by the very man for whom I bad 
foraakea and wounded the hearts of the best 
aad mögt induigent of parente;-— for wbom 
I had forgotten all setf-iespect, and abased 
myselfin the eyes of theworld, wtckedly 
aad Tolantarily I — Here I must pause. 91 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



-" Ye lying vanities of lifc 



Where are you now, and what is yofor amount? 
Wc comc into the world only to die in sorrowl 
Wc gain a littte that we may lose it vrith bitte? 
Tears, and we engage our hearts, only, that those 
Hearts may break in misery and regret ! " 



w 



HEN my rcason neturned, I feit 
myselfa* weak asaninfaot; I opened rhy 
eyes to behold Mrs. Harwood and Mrs. 
Bateman sitting neafr tbe bed* — With a 
ahudder that agitated my whole frattie, I 
closed them again, saying,— u Go, go, leavq 
meto die!" — for in the same moment re- 
collection and horror burst upon n>y brain, 

the 



M8 .THBCONVICT; ob, 

the dreadful past rose tp my terrified sense» 
in its most hideous form. 

"Dear Madam," said Mrs. Bateman, 
holding my struggling band, "pray compose 
yourself; we are rejoiced to see you restored 
to us 9 your sudden and unaccountable illness 
has frightened us exeeedingly, but now we 
have every thing to hope, — at present we 
leave you with your servant." 

"Yes, my sweet friend," added Mrs,. 
Harwood, "you shall not be oppressed, 
'Lis sufficient for our happiness that your 
senses are restored;— by and by we will 
visit you again." 

" I made no reply, they withdrew, and i 
Was left with Nelly. She reqüested me to 
take some drops, I opened my eyes once 
again to tb« light, again 1 shuddered, she 
repeated her request. 

" Teil me," said I, " how long have I 
been ill? — What has happened to me — 
have I had a horrid dream, or am I a wretch 

for ever ?" 

" Indeed, 
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"Indeed, Ma'am," answered she, "you 

» 

have been very ill, andhow it happene&na 

one can teil, for 'tis fivedays ago now, th« 

very day after my lord went aWay, that I 

was awoke just about day break, as I could 

discern the things in my room, by the vio- 

tent rtnging of your bell, so I Starts* uf>j 

and just throwing on a bit of cloaths runne'd 

in, when, Lord help< me^ there' was yöü 

fying, to my thoughts, asdeadas a stone* 

So I called up the ladies, and thooghf I 

should have died myself with the fright ;— 

and so, when you wasrecovered byvinegar 

and such things, you raved and talked like 

one wild; — and so a doctör was seht forj 

and he said it was a fever of the brain,— ■ 

and ever since, tili this blessed day, you 

have been mortal bad indeed.* — But the 

doctor said, last night, you would recover, 

and so, thank God, you will now soön get 

well, and all your horrid fancies will be at 

an end!" 

«I 
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" I heard her without Interruption. I 
tried to beJieve the dreadful event (hat 
pre6sed upon my brain «must be an illusion 
cf roy senses ; but the stronger my reason 
returned, the more I was convinced it had 
too certainly happened. —Memory, too 
faithful, retraced the horrid moment when 
I saw Major Freeland, and heard the few 
words he addressed to me.— Death or 
madness, at this recollection, would have 
been a blessing, but the crists was past— I 
was restored to life and roisery. 

" I i>ade very little reply to Nelly, who 
was curious to know how I was taken so 
suddenly ilK— I desired to be left alone for 
some hoursandshe retired. 

" I then retraced every circumstance in 
my mincL— The wretch who had disho- 
noured me could not have remained in the 
hpuse without the knowledge pf Mrs. 
Harwood or Nelly. — The latter I entirely 
exculpated, the former, I began tö fear, 
was a most infamous woman.— But, how- 

ever 
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drer ruined and betrayed, Lord G— was 
now lost to me for evcr 5 — never could I 
rmise ray eyes to his again!— Oh! how 
dreadful were my agonies, how imposeible 
to attempt a description of the horrors 
which took possession of my mind under 
a conviction so terrible ( 

" Ader passing some hours in misery 
unspeakable, I suddenly determined to bave 
an explicit conversation with Mrs. Har- 
wood. — I rang my bell and desired to see 
her,— first taking some drops to support the 
violence of my emotions.—rShe came, and 
addressed me in a voice of kindness, in the 
mos! soothing and friendly terms, while I 
was struggling for composure and resolution. 

'* At Jength I fixed my eyes firmly upon 
her, and asked, — 4< Where is Major 
Freeland?" 

"Astönished at a question so abrupt, 
her cheeks were flushed with crimson, and 
her features were so agitated, as rnimedi- 

ately 



ately to convince me she was the mosh 
abandoned of women. 

" I repeated my question with all the 
force my weakness would permit, adding, 
sternly, — "There is no occasion for any« 
more deceit or evasion, — you well know 
the cause of my illness. — You know Major* 
Freeland passed the night here, after we 
caine from the opera, afld I now demand of 
you, a succinct account of what arte Ins 
view&j and what * you propose to yourself 
from the misery and dishonour into which 
I have been betrayed through your means? 
Speak, Mrs. Harwood, for once be sincere ; 
what is to become of the unhappy abosed 
wife of Lord G — ■?*' 

" She appeared petrified by an address so 
unexpected and sölemn, tfaat thrown ofF 
her guard, she only said,—" Major Free* 
land is a man of honour, he adores you.*—* 
You havfe nothing to apprehend from Lord 
-, he kos desertedyou." 

"I 
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" I repeated her last words, turned in»- 
stantly sick, and fainted. 

" Whei*, by their too officious en- 
deavours, I was agaki restored to life and 
memory, Mrs. Harwood ordered Nelly to 
retire, tben «eeming to- collect a firmness 
of manner, she said,— ' ' Tp itnpose upoti 
you longer is unnecessary, Lord C — has 
mo claims upon you, your marriage is not 
valid, and he is compelled to renounce the 
union.— You will see htm nomore; but he 
has left you a settlement of a himdred 
a. year, and consigned his right to your 
heart over to Major Freeland, who, I re- 
peat, is amaa of honour, of large ibr tune, 
and who will immediately ensure to you 
four hundred a year for life, and will ac- 
company you< abroad, or wherever yot* 
choose, toreside, until his ardent afftction 
has superseded the fickle Lord C— • m your 
heart. — Here is a letter from his lordship* 

Ileave it with you, andl hopeyou will 

sooa 
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soon see your own interest, and receive 
the major agreeably to ht€ wfehes." 

" The vile woman might have talked on 
for hours, I shouM not have interrupted 
her; every word penetrated to my sool, bot 
am'azeftient and terror impeded every at- 
teinpt at articulation, — she laid the fetter 
oa the bed and withdrew. 

u I must draw a veil over my suffer ings. — 
That my segae* did not a second time fall 
a sacrifice to my unprecedented wrongs, I 
doubtkss owe, in a great measure to the 
e&cess of them. — Indignant horror took 
possesaion of all roy faculties/ and for sorne 
time benumbed every sense of speech or 
action. 

" At length I awoke fror» the Stupor 
which oppressed nie. I eagerly caught up 
the letter, in which was enclosed the seU 
dement ahe spoke of, and read the foUowing 

lines: 

" TlSwithpain I lamentthe 
fatal necessity that compels nie to restore 

your 
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yourfreedom, and tears me from you.— I 
never deceived you in respect to my uncle, 
oa whom I am entirely dependant, and 
who would instantly disinherit me had I 
really married a woman whose rank and 
fortune were beneath tbe dignity of my 
birth and bis expectations* 

"Madly in love with you, I had no re- 
source bat apretended marriage. Had my 
uncle then died, my fondness for you 
might have induced me to legalize it ;; — but 
he is now in a State of convalescence, may 
live many years, and is going to reside 
abroad for two or three years at least. — I 
am compelled to attend him, — we shall 
meet no more^— This I should the more 
deeply regret, did Inot knQw the passionate 
admiration of Major Freeland, who has not 
only assured me of his protection but of a 
handsome Settlements if he is so happy as 
to obtain your acquiescence with his plana» 
As deception can now avail nothing, I 
frankly confess, no letters were ever for- 

warded 
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warded to your parents ; I destroyed those 
you wrote, which is a fortunate circum- 
stance* for so violent is the major's at- 
tachment, that it is by no means improbable 
but he may be induced to* marry you, and 
then a reconciliation with your parents may 
be effected without disgrace or any know- 
tedge of circumstances betvveen us. 
/ " Be not displeased with Mcs*. Harwood; 
she is inclined to be sincerely your fnend? 
and her character is sq equivocal in tlie 
worTd, that she is received into genteel So- 
ciety, and her acquaintance will not injure 
your char acter. Be assured \ leave you 
• with regret, compefted by imperious cir- 
cumstances which cannot be resisted, and 
such as l fax not prepared to expeot on my 
first attachment to you. — Your happiness 
will be always dear tome, and shoutd you 
ever want a friend, you will assuredly, at all* 

times, findone in 

€€ r 
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"P. S. In this is enelosed atrifling set- 
^tlement as a small independence ; and a 
note for two hundred pounds for present 
emergencies, — but I have settled every pe- 
cuniary demand with Mrs. Harwood to 
this day. — Had more been in my power, 
inore I would bave done," 



" WTiat I feit on reading this letter can 
never be conceived but by an unhappy be- 
ing in similar circumstances. — I was not 
married Iegally, — my parents had to thi$ 
hour been ignorant of my life or death, 
hoBour or dishonour. — My silence 'must 
have confirmed their sense of my ingratitude 
and wickedness.-^I was deserted, turned 
over, like an infamous creature, to the 
Ucentious wißhes of anotherprofligate, whjose 
Jbaseness had proved the vileness of his 
heart and principles ! 

" Such were the dreadful heart-sbreaking 
recollections that pressed upon my mind, 
and maddened my brain !— I laid for some 

* hours 
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hours in a State verging on distraction, and 
more than once meditated on self-destruc- 
tion. But Heaven gfaciously preserved me 
from that sin, that I might suffer on earth 
the punishment I so justly merited for the 
premature death of a tender mother, the 
disgrace heaped upon the head of a res- 
pectable father, and the dishonour brought 
upon myself by my own criminaf and weak 
credpBty. 

u I wasleft a cönsiderabTe time to myself 
before Nelly returned ; she then gave me a 
medicine which shortly after threw me into 
a coriposed sleep for some hours, and whetl 
1 awoke all the confused Images which häd 
disturbed my head yere fled, — I was more 
composed, but more internalty wretched. 

** Mrs. Harwood and Mrs. Bateman 
came to congratulate me on my servant's 
report of my quietude. — 3 säid little more 
than that I wished to be alone for the pre- 
setit, — they retired, and Nelly info;med me 
" • there 
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there 4 was Company with them in the 
drawing-room. 

" It was evening when the physician 
came; he seemed surprised at the perfect 
restoration of my renses, and requested I 
might be kept quiet for fear of a relapse by 
any sudden effect. 

" In this State I continued for four days 
etidently getting better, and on the last day 
was able to leave my bed. 

" Mrs. Harwood had as yet inot spoken 
<m the subject of Lord C — 's letter, and I 
deferred entering on it tili I had gtrength of 
intellect to bear att the Information I wished 
toobtain. 

" One morning, when I wo aitting up, 
che came atone, and I saw by hercoun- 
tenance she had much to say, thongh em- 
barrassed in whät manrjer to open the 
Konversation. I was, therefore, thefirst to 
«peak, and desired she would inform me 
who was the person that married me to 
Lord C — ? — This was her answer: — 

* " Neither 
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u Neither his name nor person are 
known to me, for I never saw him beforc 
nor siftce.— I thought him a clergyman, 
Giroumstances not to be foreseen or ex* 
pected, the recovery of the Earl of M — ~, 
compelled Lord C — to acknowledge to me 
the deceit he had been guilty of;— he 
ciared not hazard a legal marriage while his 
uncle Hved, and was too rnadly in Iove to 
wait the slow progresskm öf life or death. 
But he assured me, that had his uncle died, 
he really woiÄd have married you. — The 
contrary took place;— a südden convales- 
cence, and a resolution, no less sudden, im- 
mediately to go abroad, completely overset 
all Lord C — -'s plans, and obliged him to 
reünquish the happiness he had wished and 
hoped for. — This, Madam, is the real 
truth." 

" Tis hardly possible," I replied, very 
calmly, " that this specious tale should be . 
true4 — but admitting it to be so, I am oon- 
vinced itis not all the trutks you copld teil. 

Your 
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Your otyn shrfre in the deceptive marriage 
you have carefulJy conceakd, and vvould 
have me believe the discovery of it to you 
was of late date« I am not now so easily 
imposed lipon f my eycs are open too late, 
to all tbe artful and hase proceedings in 
this house;— I bave paid dear, dear indeed 
for ray experience and knowledge, but you 
can no langer djeceive me.'' 

" 1 request, Madam/ 9 said she, haugh- 
tily, " that you will not itnplicate me in 
any transactions between you and Lord 
C — . I have condescended from «ompaf- 
sionate motives, to interest myself for you? 
and even the paltry settlement which hiß 
lordship has ensured to you, was wrang 
from hhn by my importunities. It is a 
inere bagatelle to be sure, yet it is some- 
thing; and I am commissioned to teil you, 
that it will be your own fault, if you <Jo 
not obtain ten times that sum from one of 
the most liberal of men, who scorns deceit, 
and is superior'to dependance on oithers." 
vol. i. M " I 
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" I understand you perfectly," I re- 
pliecj; " it was necessary that I should be 
sacrificed, that I should be degraded, 
abused, and hreparably wronged, to bring 
me on a level vvith those who have basely 
contrived my ruin. At present, Mrs. Har- 
wood, I can talk no more on this subject^ 
I feel my bead disordered again. Leave 
me, Madam^ to reflection; and be assured 
you leave me to as much misery as human 
nature can support.'* 

" I saw by her countenance, that the 
composed manner in which I spoke, gave 
her hopes o( success in her schemes ; for 
her features relaxed from their haughty ex- 
pression, and she left me with a civility 
bordering on kindness. 

" It would be a vain attempt to describe 
the various feelings of my heart, and the 
disorder of my mind. One idea only 
dweft forcibly on the latter, a determination 
.to quit that fatal house, the grave of my 
peace, and of my honour; but äs I had 

no 
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no doubt that every movement would 
be watched, and my intention prevented 
if known, I had no alternative but to bear 
with apparent calmness the presence of 
those women, who were unquestionably 
instrumental to my destruction, that they 
might be thrown off their guard during 
my convalescence, and not suspect my in- 
tention to escape from them. 

" I was at a loss in what light to con- 
sider the seeming affectionate attendance 
of Nelly. — She had, to gratify me, deceived 
the best of masters and mistresses — she 
had proved herseif devoid of principle, by 
-accepting bribes to destroy their peäce ;— 
self-interest, therefoce, was doubtless the 
. leading feature in her character, and to 
that she was as.Hkely to sacrifice me now, 
.as she had formerly been to assist me in 
deceiving and abandoning my muchinjured 
: parents. 

" How torturing, how humiKating were 
those reflectiöns ! — She had been seduced 

M 2 from 
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froni her duty through f»y etrors, and now 
I could no langer repose confidence in her 
integrity! — She that had onoe deceived, 
might deceive qgain; «uch doubts must 
ever dwell on the rnkujs of confederates 
in nefarious actions, for where there & no 
principle, there can be no reliance. I feit, 
bitterly feit, all the painful consequences of 
my unpardo nable defection from duty and 
self-respect; and, it was possible, that the 
xnindof this utifortunate girl Was corrupted 
by my example, and her futtire errors 
might be added to the intolerable weight 
of conscious guilt in my own bosom. 

" The distraction that followed the soul- 
harrowing retrospection of the many evils 
attendant on my first deviation from „rec- 
titude, was beyond icndurance;— could it 
»be conveyed by language to the thought- 
less, the gay, and fluttering young girls, 
who dance fearlessly on the edge of a pre- 
cipice, frorn whence one false Step must 
inevitably precipitate them into a fatal 

vortex, 
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vortex, where their peace, tbeir hcxiour r 
their fame, and every hope of doroestic 
happiness* is engulphed for ever ! -*— Oh, 
eould my miserable fate ever reach their 
wa, and be impressed on their bosoms > 
the gradattoit of my guilt might warn them 
against that great, that irreparable error^ 
uf holding a secret correspondetice with an 
insidioüs sed ticer ; who must bfc devoid of 
bonour and priuciplc, if he seeks to de- 
gfade the object of his pretended love inta 
& mean duplicity, a violation of the firsi 
principle iii nature, the sacred duties of 
filiat love and gratitude, aird that sejf-res«» 
pect, which isuever wounded and forgottei* 
without miscry, pepentance, and a torturing 
remorse, which will accompany them to 
their gra*e. 

" Lei these «Kgressions* and repetitiona 
be pardoned, conscience, and a füll heart, 
ha*e drawn them from me; roisery ig pro* 
li*j and what I feel, I cannot but write- 

M3 «I 
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" I resume my narrative. — In conse- 
quence of the resolutions I had formed, I 
endeavoured to tranquillize my spirits ; and 
when my servant returned, I saw that she 
examined my countenance with an appear- 
ance of interest. I asked if there was any 
Company below. 

" Only Mrs. Bateman," she replied, 
" and she is no Company neither, because 
she lives'here now I think, and the major, 
Ma'am ; and dear me, his valey says, he 
is nephevv to a lord too, and most mortal 
rieh, many thousands in a year, and no- 
body to care for, his lord uncle can't hurt 
bim — and he is as generous as a prince. 
And— and' * — *' She stopped. 

" And what?" asked I. 

" Why T Ma'am, Mr. Symes said* that 
"bis master was distractedly in love wlth 
you, and'.w&hed he was King of England 
ibr your sake, to punish your enemies, and 
then make jfcm his qbefen. ; Oh, dear, he 
fcthe very best genUebian in all the world; 

he 
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h€ is so glad you are better, and does so 
wish to see you, that I hope you will let 
him come up to your dressing room soon, 
— it will make him so happy, and he does 
so wish to make you happy, and not keep 
you here in this dull place, where one sees 
nothing. Mr. Symes says he will take me 
to plays and shews— to the tower to see 
the lions, and all them sort of savage 
things. Oh, I hope you will soon be quite 
welir 

" I had permitted her to run ori, that 
I might adduce my own conclusions from 
the tenor of her sentiments ; and was now 
pretty well convinced she was quite in the 
major's interest. My soul sickened at the 
idea; but I struggled to overcome my 
emotions, and coolly answered :— • 

<c But suppose, Nelly, I should chuse 
to go into the country tili my lord's re- 
turn, would you have any objection to ac- 
company me?" 

M4 "As 
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" As to noy lord's return," replied she, 
with a pert consequential air, " ffta* I be- 
lieve is neither here nor there; you might 
mope yoursdf to death before he comes 
again, I fancy. And 'twere much bctter 
to stop in Lunnon, where you can live 
grand, and See every thing, have your owrt 
coach, and go among "all the great people. 
Dear, dear Ma'am, don't think of the 
oountry, for I never desires to see it again/' 

" Well, Nelly, I shall think about it; 
*hen I am quite well, perhaps, I shall 
diuse that Situation likely to make me 
Äost comfortable." - 

" Dear me, Ma'am, to be sore, that's 
the right thing, aod for certam there's no 
com fort to be moped in the country ; I 
detests it, and hope afore long tue shall 
be as gay, as grand, and as happy, as the 
dajrs are long." 

IC Unable to bear more, I gare her some 
trifling commission, in a gentle tone of 
voice, and sent her from me. What I 

endured 
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endured I am tmahle ta describe. I saw 
that I could repose no eonfidence in her, 
that she was decidedly bought over from 
her attachment to me; and what mortifScd 
and tortured my very soul^ was a conviction 
that the treaohery and base desertion of 
Lord C — , had been made known -to her, 
and that I was hurnbled and degraded in 
the eye« of my own servant. 

'S. 

" She had always been officious in call* 
ing me " my Lady," and " yoür Lady- 
ship ;" she had now wholly dropt it, and 
addressed me with a familiarity and con* 
fidence^ she had never dared to use when 
1 lived under the roof of my parents. 

" Hurnbled as I was in my own eyes, 
the poignancy of "this conviction overcame 
the assumed composure I Ijad worn beforÄ 
her, and I presently lost my senses. 

€i How long they deserted me I knoW 
liot; oii the return of my reason, I föund 
myself on the floor, my efothes covere<l 
with blood, from a violent bleeding at my 

M 5 nose. 
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nose, and which in all probability pre- 
served me from a delirium • It appeared 
that I bad Struck my nose in falling, as it 
swelled greatly ; but the bleeding was very 
trivial when I discoyered my Situation. 

" I recovered my seat with some dif- 
ficuky; and confess I then regretted my 
return to life, without foreseeing the fatal 
termination of my days, or jsupposihg it 
possible I could endure a hundreth part of 
the miseries which I was fated to expe- 
rience.— -But murmur not, thou unhappy 
wretch, for thou hast deserved to tuffer t — 
May those sufferings purify thy soul, and 
obtain mercy ! 

" Compelled by dire necessity to assume 
an appearance of calmness, while my 
whole soul was in tumults, I succeeded in 
deceiving the base women into a belief 
that I should shortly be reconciled to all 
theh* infamous views, and become a willing 
associate in vice. 

"I 
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u I still kept my apartment for four days r 
because I found Urne was requisite to restore 
my strength, and also to throw them off 
their guard. The ladies visited me twice a 
day, I bore Vith them, and the languor on 
tny spirits was an excuse for my little incli- 
nation to talk. 

- " Qnce Mrs. Bateman said, — "The 
poor major is extremely miserable; he will 
not credit pur report of your conValescence, 
but is impatient to throw himself at your 
feet." 

" It was with the utmost difficulty I re- 
pressec^he mdignaht rage that swelled my 
tortured bosom; — she looked for ah an- 
swer, — I faintly said, — " Not yet, Madam, 
I am unable, at present, to see any but 
yourselves." ■ - . . 

" I observed the exchange of significant 
looks, and suppressed smiles, and they soon 
took leave with encreased kindness ; nö 
doubt in haste to convey my answer to 
their employer. 

1 « It 
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It was the fifth day from Mra; Har- 
wood*s explanation, when in the morning 
NelJy infarmed me the ladies were going 
out tp dine, and from thence totheopera. 

" My heart leaped at the welcome in- 
tclligence;-^now was the so much wjsbed 
for opportunifcy to Inake my eacape, and I 
determined to avail myself of it.— I pre- 
tended a violent head ache, and after 
dinner, told Nelly to bring me a cüp of 
streng cöffee, which I should take, and try 
to obtain a few hours rest, without having 
any tea ; desiring she would not disturb me 
tili I rang the bell for her attendan<£> 

"Thisshe readily promised, and I had 
no doubt but aervante in a house like that 
would seek their owo-amußement when left 
to themselves, and wholly forget a person 
eonfined to a sick apartment. 

" It was my first thought to leave the 
band and all other papers relative to Lord 
C— , with the note for two hundred pounds, 
behitid me, and a letter expressive of my 

' feelings, 
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feelings, and appropriate to my wrongs;— 
but on reflection, I knevv not vvhat use the 
infamous Mrs. Bateman might make of 
those papers, or how far they might bere- 
after be essential towards my own justrfi- 
cation. I therefore secured them, with 
what linen I could take with convenience, 
and a black silk dress from my own trunk, 
which had never bcen secn by any of the 
fefnily. , 

" The back parlour had földing doorS 
into tbe garden* at the bottom of whjch 
was a gate that led into a lane, and from 
thehce across some fields to another h?gh 
road. This gate had a draw-back lock 
and two bolts, consequently there was nö 
difficulty to open it inside, and from thence 
I hoped to escape. 

"Not to dwell on particulars, every 
thing sticceeded to my wish; I pulled thö 
gate after me, and walked as fa&t A as my 
weakness would permit. 



/ - 
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I gained the high road almost in fhe 
Same moment that a stage coach was pass- 
ing; — the driver observing* I suppose, a- 
bündle in my hand, stopped^ and asked i6 
I wanted a place? — I replied in the affir- 
mative. — When seated, he demanded where 
I wished ta stop ? — I was speechless, for I 
knew not the natne of any street, or where 
the stage put up. — He repeated the ques- 
tion, adding, — " I go on to the Bank with 
these here gentry in the coach. " 

" Very well," said I, "you will set me 
down there also." 

" By this tirne it began to be dusk ; a 
gentleman and two ladies were my compa- 
nions, but I was too desirous to conceal my 
ovvn face to make any observations on their 
persons, and was extremely rejoiced at the 
encreasing darkness which screened me 
from the examination I dreaded. 

" When the coach arrived at its destined 
place, we all got out, and paid the fare 
demanded. — My companions civilly wished 

me 
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me a good night, and I was left standing 
in the street, without knowing where to 
go, or a Single being by name, in all this 
great and busy metropol is. 

" I walked on mechanically through two 
or three streets, and at length reached the 
Strand. — To describe my sensations, or the 
dreadful reflections whicfr crowded upon 
my mind, is wholly impossible; whether it 
was that my agitations had an effect upon 
my manner of Walking, or 4hat I betrayed a 
fear of ev^ry human being who approached 
me, and so drew on the notice I was so 
anxious to shun, Iknow not, but I found 
that I was stared at by the women, and 
every moment addressed impertinently by 
the men. 

"What was to become of me— where 
should I find a resting place ? — Oh ! how 
bitter, how heart piercing the conviction* 
that I had no home, no friend, not even an 
acquaintance, to whom I could apply, or 
hope for shelter from the storms of life! — . 

Dishonouredj 
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Dishonoured, disgraced, and: a fugitive r 
who would receivc me into their house, or 
afFort] rest and covering to itiy weak and 
trembling frame ?— »Gracious Heaven ! whafe 
t lost creature, in a few ahort rau»üths>, was 
the oncc idolized daughtef of the best and 
most respectable of parents ! 

" The moment their wrongs and my in- 
gratitude darted into my mind, a sudden 
Impulse determined me to return, to hum- 
ble myself at their feet, to confesfr-— to 
deplore my gmlt, solicit one forgtf ing word r 
and then to die. Yes, I resolved on death> 
for life I found intolerable; I could not 
Support self-reproacb, remorse, and fcher 
cruel desertron of that barbarous man to 
whom I had given my heart and my con- 
fidence; and for ( whom I had sacrißced 
every sacred duty irnpressed in the bosom' 
pf a female, and become a wretch detestablo 
in my own eyes, and an outcast from the 
world. 
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With these fchotaghts despair took pos- 
-session of my soiri. I walked on more 
«wiftly, unttl impeded by a ioaded stage 
"coach, driving ifrto the yard of th^Golden- 
Clross inn. — I was so nearfoeing run over, 
-that a man hastily catchüig my arm, I feil 
back, and Struck my head with iriolence 
^gairi9t the stones. 

" Stunned by the blow and suddea 
*fright, I lay to aH appearance senseless. 
The humane man, whohad endeavoured to 
save nie from a more terrible accident, had 
me conveyed into the house, where I was 
very soon restored to recoüection, though 
•not capable of articulation for several 
xninutes^ 

" A surgeon had befen sent «for, who, 
after examining my head, gave* his opinion 
that no material injury had taken place; a 
great quantity of hair, with a thick slouched 
bonnet, had, in all probability, preserved 
me from a fa^al fracture. 

"In 
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" In a few hours I seemed perfectly re- 
covered; — a young woman in ibe room 
informed me it was past ten o'clock, and 
asked if #chose tosend fbr any friend.,— - 
would I have a hackney coach — or take 
any refreshment? 

" These questions drew on an immediate 
recurrence to the dreadful forlorn circum- 
stances which overwhelmed me.— I had no 
friend to send for, — no home to go to.-— 
I threw a melancholy look on the girl, 
which seemed to affect her, and judging 
perhaps that my senses were not yet in a 
settled State, she pressed me to have some 
refreshment. — I merely said,_ — " Some 
wine and water, and pl crust," whren ia- 
ßtantly a gush of tetfrs I could no longer 
«uppress, greatly relieved ^ both my head 
and my .heart. 

" By the time she -returaied, I began to 
think it would be best to ask fo.r a bed 
there, saying, that I came frpm the <coun- 

try, 
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try, and would not, at so late an hour ln- 
trude upon my friends. 

"" The girl readily assured me of a bed, 
adding, that a bason of good gruel, with 
some toast, shöuld oe brought, after I was 
in bed, to compose me to rest. 

" To this considerate* proposal I acqui- 
esced, and desired to be shewn to my appro- 
priated apartment. 

" When she re-entered to say it was 
ready, and I rose to follow her, I asked for 
my parcel. 

" I have seen none," said she, " no 
bündle or parcel was brought in with you ; 
and if you had such a thing, it must have 
been dropped when you feil, and perhaps 
stolen by one of the crowd." 

" I sank back; in the chair, etfclaiming 
-with uplifted hands, — " My God! whät is 
now to become of me! ! !" 

END OF VOL. I. 
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